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At  a Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Bannatyne 
Club,  held  at  Edinburgh,  11th  Jime,  1828, 

Resolved, 

That  One  Hundred  copies  of  The  Lettees  of  The  Lady 
Margaret  Kennedy,  addressed  to  John  Earl  (afterwards 
Duke)  of  Lauderdale,  now  in  the  press,  from  originals  in  the 
possession  of  George  Sinclair,  Esq.,  be  purchased  for  the  use 
of  the  Club. 


David  Laing,  Secretary. 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


LOUISA, 

COUNTESS  OF  DYSART, 

<§C.  (§c.  (|c. 

THIS  VOLUME 

IS 

RESPECTFULLY  INSCRIBED, 

IN  TOKEN  OF 

GRATITUDE  AND  AFFECTION, 

BY  HER  LADYSHIP’S 

MOST  ATTACHED  AND  OBLIGED  SERVANT, 

THE  EDITOR. 


Edinburgh,  July  1828. 


PEEFATORY  NOTICE. 


The  name  of  the  distinguished  personage,  to  whom  the  following 
Series  of  Letters  is  addressed,  must  be  well  known  to  every  one 
who  has  studied,  with  any  attention,  the  annals  of  the  period  during 
which  he  lived.  It  is  neither  the  wish,  nor  the  province,  of  the 
Editor  to  enter  into  any  disquisitions  as  to  the  features  of  his  cha- 
racter, or  the  details  of  his  conduct — this  task  more  properly  de- 
volves upon  the  Biographer  or  the  Historian — it  is  here  only  neces- 
sary to  state,  in  what  manner  the  letters,  now  submitted  to  the  pub- 
lic, after  having  long  lain  dormant,  were  rescued  from  oblivion. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  married 
Elizabeth,  Countess  of  Dysart,  eldest  daughter  and  heiress  of 
William  Murray,  the  first  Earl,  and  widow  of  Sir  Lionel  Tol- 
lemache,  of  Helmingham,  in  Sufiblk.  His  Grace  passed  much  of ' 
his  time  at  Ham  House,  the  Duchess’s  magnificent  seat,  situated 
within  a few  miles  of  the  metropolis,  where  many  of  the  apart- 
ments still  remain  in  nearly  the  same  state  in  which  he  left  them, 
and  which  contain  several  original  portraits  of  himself  and  of  the 
Duchess,  executed  by  different  artists,  and  at  different  periods  of 
life.  In  one  of  these  rooms,  a number  of  letters,  addressed  to  the 
Duke  by  various  distinguished  contemporaries,  had  lain  in  a drawer 
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for  upwards  of  a century  and  a half,  tied  up  in  bundles,  and,  in  aU 
probability,  arranged  by  the  Duke  himself.  The  present  Countess 
of  Dysart,  who  is  the  lineal  representative  of  the  Duchess,  was 
pleased,  with  her  accustomed  kindness  and  liberality,  to  afford  the 
Editor  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  these  papers,  and  afterwards 
extended  her  indulgence,  so  far  as  make  him  a present  of  them.  In 
availing  himself  of  her  Ladyship’s  munificence,  the  Editor’s  object 
was  two-fold ; the  first  was,  to  submit  to  the  public  a selection  from 
documents  so  interesting  and  so  authentic ; and  the  other,  to  present 
the  originals  to  the  library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  which 
would  form  so  convenient  and  so  accessible  a depot,  for  papers  of 
this  description.  It  were  much  to  be  wished,  that  this  plan  were 
more  generally  adopted ; as  it  must  be  obvious,  that  documents  thus 
placed,  a it  were,  under  national  custody,  would  be  far  more  gene- 
rally useful,  as  well  as  much  safer,  than  whilst  mouldering  unseen 
and  unconsulted  in  the  repositories  of  private  families. 

It  is  proposed  to  edit  successively  the  Letters  addressed  to  the 
Duke  by  the  Earls  of  Argyll,  Rothes,  Kincardine,  Tweedale,  &c. 
but  the  precedence  has  been  assigned  to  those  of  Lady  Margaret 
Kennedy,  a lady  so  well  known  as  the  wife  of  Bishop  Burnet,  and 
distinguished  by  her  talents,  her  wit,  and  her  influence.  The  three 
following  extracts,  in  reference  to  her  Ladyship,  may  not  prove  un- 
interesting to  the  reader  : — 

“ Lauderdaile  had,  of  a long  tyme,  entertained  with  Ladie  Mar- 
garet Kennedie,  daughter  to  the  Earle  of  Cassills,  ane  iutimacie 
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which  had  grown  great  enough  to  become  suspicious,  in  a person 
who  loved  not,  as  some  said,  his  own  Ladie.  This  Ladie  had  never 
married,  and  was  always  reputit  a wit,  and  the  great  patron  of  the 
Presbyterians,  in  which  persuasion  she  was  verie  bigot ; and  the 
suspicion  increased  much,  upon  her  living  in  the  Abbey,  in  which 
no^  woman  els  lodged  ; nor  did  the  commissioner  blush  to  goe  openlie 
to  her  chamber,  in  his  night  gowne  : whereupon  her  friends  have- 
ing  challenged  her  for  that  unusuall  commerce,  and  having  repre- 
sented to  her  the  open  reprehensions  and  raileries  of  the  people,  re- 
ceaved  no  other  answer,  than  that  her  vertue  was  above  suspition ; ^ 
as  realie  it  was,  she  being  a person  whose  religion  exceeded  as  far 
her  witt,  as  her  parts  exceeded  others  of  her  sex.” — MacJcenxie's 
Memoirs,  p.  165. 


“ The  carriage  also  of  Gilbert  Burnet,  divine,  against  Lauderdale 
at  that  tyme  (1675)  hightened  much  this  suspition,”  (viz.  that  the 
Earle  of  Kincardine  was  an  enemy  to  Lauderdale,)  “ he  being  a 
strict  friend  to  Kincardin,  and  they  being  about  that  tyme  in  fre- 

1 In  her  literary  correspondence  with  the  Duke,  she  ingeniously  huddles  the  initial 
letter  D.  under  the  arm  of  M.,  as  may  be  perceived  in  the  fac-simile.  Of  Lady  Mar- 
garet it  may  also  be  observed,  that  though  a strict  Covenanter,  she  is  reported  to  have 
taken  it  into  her  head,  during  the  reign  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  revile  some  of 
Cromwell’s  soldiers  from  a window ; the  men  threatened  to  fire  at  her  if  she  went  on, 
but  the  Lady  still  indulged  herself  in  giving  vent  to  her  eloquence,  until  the  soldiers 
fired,  and  very  nearly  hit  her  and  another  woman  at  the  window  with  her. — Biog.  Brit, 
iii.  33.  No  portrait  of  her  is  believed  to  be  extant.  That  of  the  Duke,  on  the  title- 
page,  is  engraved,  by  permission  of  Lady  Gwydyr,  from  a picture  at  Drummond 
Castle. 
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quent  conversations.  For  understanding  whereof,  it  is  fitt  to  know 
that  this  Gilbert  Burnet,  being  nephew  to  Warriston  by  his  sister, 
had  with  her  milk  drunk  in  that  mercuric  which  was  inseparable 
from  Warristoun’s  familie,  and  being,  whilst  he  was  verrie  young, 
admitted  into  a familiaritie  with  Lauderdale,  becaus  of  the  kindnes 
that  Lauderdale  had  ever  entertained  for  old  Master  Robert  Bur- 
net, his  worthie  and  loyall  father ; the  young  man  arryved  verrie 
early  at  as  much  learning  beyond  his  years,  as  he  wanted  the  dis- 
cretion and  soliditie  that  was  necessarie  for  his  profession.  But  be- 
ing encouraged  by  Lady  Margaret  Kennedy  into  an  amour,  she,  to 
revenge  herself  upon  Laudei’dale  becaus  he  did  not  marry  her,  in- 
gaged  him  in  a plot  against  Lauderdale ; in  pursuance  wherof. 
Master  Burnet,  finding,  that  the  King  wold  not  part  with  Lauder- 
dale upon  a naked  address,  suggested  to  some  of  the  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  he  could  discover  to  them  Lauderdale’s 
accession  to  the  bringing  in  of  Poperie  : and  being  examined,  he 
deponed  upon  some  expressions  vented  by  Lauderdale,  in  a conver- 
sation at  which'  the  Dutches  of  Hamilton  and  they  two  were  only 
present.  But  yet  the  expressions  being  so  improbable,  and  so  ca- 
pable of  a good  construction,  though  they  had  been  spoke  ; and  the 
Dutches  of  Hamilton  haveing,  in  a letter  under  her  hand,  disclam’d 
her  ever  having  heard  any  such  words,  and  Master  Burnet  having, 
in  ane  Epistle  dedicatorie,  posterior  thereto,  magnified  the  Duke  of 
Lauderdale  as  the  chief  pillar  of  the  Protestant  religion,  the  odium 
designed  against  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  returned  to  the  author ; 
whom  tlie  best  of  his  Mends  acknowledged  to  have  betrayed  friend- 
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ship,  and  all  indifferent  men  concluded  to  have  wronged  truth.” — 
Ihiclevi,  p.  315. 

“ Ro:  Murray,  a gentleman  of  Perthshyre,  some  time  aforehand 
having  gone  up  to  the  King,  and  having  access,  shows  his  Majesty 
that  these  that  advysed  him  to  introduce  Prelacy  were  not  his 
friends,  and  desired  the  King,  as  he  loved  his  peace  and  quietness, 
that  he  would  remove  them.  For  this  freedom,  the  King’s  coun- 
sell at  London,  coramitts  him  prisoner  in  Newgate  ; and  now  when 
the  English  Parliament  sitts,  the  same  gentleman  makes  his  com- 
plaint against  Lauderdaill,  as  having  chief  hand  in  his  committment, 
(it  being  the  English  law  that  no  commitment  should  be  without 
tryall ;)  the  like  does  Mr  Gilbert  Burnet  make  complaint,  becaus 
he  was  discharged  off  court.  This  Mr  Gilbert  Burnet,  three  years 
ago,  had  married  Lady  Margaret  Kennedy,  daughter  of  the  Erie  of 
Castles,  a Lady  of  great  repute  for  knowledge  and  religion,  and 
zealously  inclyned  against  Prelacy ; all  men  condemn  her  for  that 
match  with  him  who  was  Prelatick.  The  marriage  was  consum- 
mat  in  a clandestine  way,  by  an  order  fra  Young,  Bishop  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  Mr  Pat.  Grahame,  and  that  only  before  two  of  Mr  Gil- 
bert’s servants,  and  was  three  yeirs  before  it  was  known.  The  said 
Lady,  who  had  kept  with  her  cousin  the  Dutches  of  Hamilton,  up- 
on the  publishing  of  it,  retires  to  Edinburgh,  condoling  her  own 
case,  and  his  present  unfortune.  She  was  well  stricken  in  yeirs  be- 
fore her  marriage.” — Law's  Memorialls,  p.  75. 
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The  Editor  has  been  anxious  to  be  as  copious  as  possible  in  his 
selection  from  the  original  papers,  and  proportionally  sparing  in 
any  comments  of  his  own,  so  as  not  to  render  the  former  merely  sub- 
servient, to  a prolix  and  superfluous  attempt  at  displaying  research 
or  erudition ; but  he  has  gladly  availed  himself  of  many  interest- 
ing contemporary  documents,  furnished  by  a friend  eminently  con- 
versant in  national  antiquities,  and  whose  name  he  unwillingly 
obeys  a positive  injunction  to  omit.  He  is  also  anxious  to  express 
his  obligations  to  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  Advocate,  to  whose  pro- 
found knowledge  and  ardent  zeal,  the  literature  and  history  of  Scot- 
land are  so  much  indebted,  and  who  took  much  trouble  as  to  the 
examination  and  arrangement  of  the  entire  collection. 

A series  of  letters  may  be  considered  as  interesting,  either  as 
confirming,  or  bringing  to  our  knowledge,  any  important  facts  con- 
nected with  history,  or  as  illustrating  the  character  and  sentiments 
of  distinguished  individuals.  The  present  publication  may  not  be 
found  to  possess  any  very  powerful  claim  in  the  former  respect,  but 
may  tend  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  principles  and  conduct,  not 
only  of  the  fair  writer  herself,  but  of  her  still  more  eminent  corre- 
spondent. ' 


Setters  f?om  Salig 

to  3>ol)n,  <ifarl  (afttrioarUs 
JBufte)  of  ltaulJeri»ale« 

FFOR  THE  RIGHT  HON®“  THE  EARLE  OF  LAAVDERDAILL, 

HIS  MA*'*'"  SECRETARIE  FOR  THE  KINGDOME  OFF  SCOTLAND, 
AT  WHITEHALL,  LONDON. 

Abbey,  ii  of  May. 

My  deare  Lord, 

I cannot  express  the  sence  I have  of  your  favours,  but  you  have 
both  your  meat  and  your  mense,  for  all  you  can  say,  or  any  else, 
will  not  availe  to  bring  about  what  you  intend  : I have  receaved 
the  inclosed  to  send  you  ; it  needs  not  my  comentary.  Its  like  I 
will  say  more  ere  long,  only  now  that  I am,  my  deare  Lord, 
your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

Ma:  Blacke. 

Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ Margaret  Blak,  ii  of  May." 
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LETTERS  FROM  LADY  M.  KENNEDY 


FOR  THE  RIGHT  HON““  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDALE, 
SECRETARY  TO  HIS  MAJESTY  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

Abbey,  28  of  May,  (l66l). 

My  deare  Lord, 

I shall  not  quarrell  your  not  writing  to  me,  but  I must  your 
silence  to  Mr  Leng  ; let  me  tell  you  it  is  very  ill  done.  Mr  Nye 
is  insupportably  high  and  insolent,  and  speaks  most  contemptibly 
of  Sir  Patrick  Read  on  all  occasions.  However,  your  Diumalls 
basely  calumniates  my  Lord  Argile  ; he  hath  died  most  gallantly, 
to  the  admiration  and  envy  of  his  enemies.^  Ten  aclocke  is  ringing, 

^ The  Marquis  of  Argyll,  who  in  the  last  act  of  his  tragedy  seems  to  have  had 
very  few  friends  left,  was  through  life  suspected  and  accused  of  cowardice — probably 
with  great  injustice ; as  common  prudence,  in  turbulent  times,  is  frequently  mis- 
taken for  want  of  courage.  And  though  Sir  George  Mackenzie  mentions  the  button- 
ing and  unbuttoning  of  his  doublet  on  the  scaffold,  and  other  trifling  circumstances, 
as  signs  of  fear,  he  acquits  him  of  this  calumny.  In  fine,  the  following  letter,  writ- 
ten by  his  son-in-law.  Lord  Kerr,  to  his  wife,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  puts  the  matter  beyond  aU  doubt. 

THE  LADY  KERR,  THESE. 

Deare  bearte, 

I am  confidant  of  yow  so  farre,  that  since  the  removall  of  your  father  was  so  well 
known  to,  and  expected  by  yow  all  this  whyll,  the  hearing  by  me  who  was  an  eye 
and  eare  witnes  of  his  heavenly,  Christian,  grave,  yet  magnanimous  and  resolute 
cariage  in  this  last  and  greatest  step  in  all  his  lyfe,  will  give  yow  greater  joy  and 
comforte  then  any  reasonable  sorrowing  can  occasion.  Truly,  deare  bearte,  I was 
ever  a lover  of  your  father,  but  this  last  action  of  hia  hath  made  me  an  admirer  like- 
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therfor  I dare  say  no  more,  but  write  to  Mr  Leng,  and  plead  for 
Mr  Gillespie,  whom  on  his  submission  is  referred  to  the  King. 
This  is  from  your  most  faithfull  servant. 


Abbey,  19  Sep''®r. 

My  deaee  Lord, 

As  I was  much  troubled  to  heare  of  your  sickness,  so  am  I much 
joyed  to  heare  of  your  recovery,  which  I did  ere  I got  your  letter 
of  the  i of  this  month  last  night,  for  which  I owe  you  a thousand 


wayes,  and  I am  sure  his  behaviour  this  day  hath  galled  very  many  of  his  enemies. 
God  was  pleased  wonderfully  to  uphold  him  in  his  sufferings,  and  I am  sure  he 
would  not  change  one  moment  of  his  immortal  condition  for  all  the  happiness  ima- 
ginable this  world  can  afforde ; and,  as  he  said  att  the  receiving  of  his  sentence,  I 
am  confident  God  hath  crowned  him  with  an  immortal  crown  of  glory.  I intend, 
God  willing,  to  com  forth  to-morrow.  In  the  mean  tyme,  deare  hearte,  comforte 
yourselfe  in  the  true  comforter,  who  will  never  be  hidde  from  any  that  seeke  him. 
I am. 


your  most  affectionat  husband  till  death. 


Kerr. 


Edinbubgh,  May  27,  16G1. 


Though  the  Marquis  of  Argyll  was  a man  of  literature,  as  well  as  of  peciiliai' 
shrewdness,  yet  it  appears  that  he  was  no  ornithologist ; for,  strange  to  say,  he  mis- 
took Evelyn’s  turtle  doves  for  owls  (Diary,  p.  291).  The  Mr  Gillespie,  mentioned 
in  Lady  Margaret’s  letter,  was  Mr  Patrick  Gillespie,  who  contrived,  by  no  very 
honourable  submissions,  to  escape  the  fate  of  Lord  Argyll.  See  a letter  from  Arch- 
bishop Sharp  to  Mr  Robert  Douglas,  in  Wodrow’s  MSS.,  and  Sir  G.  Mackenzie’s 
History  of  Scotland,  p.  51. 
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thankes,  and  as  many  letters  as  you  can  get  leasure  to  read  : only 
in  this  shall  say,  I thinke  it  was  well  you  said  nothing  to  Mr  False 
of  taking  off : for  had  he  bin  against  it,  I durst  have  said  nothing  ; 
but  now  shall  tell  you  freely,  nothing  else  they  did  troubled  him 
save  that,  and  if  you  can  order  it  so  that  he  be  not  put  to  doe  any 
thing  for  it,  I beg  it  of  you  to  doe  all  you  can  to  take  it  off.  As  for 
my  letter  relateing  to  my  Lady  Duchess,^  indeed  no  creature  bid  me, 
nor  does  my  Lady  know  that  I did  it. 

I know  your  willingness  to  endeavour  it,  and  that  it  was  my 
duty  to  desire  you  to  doe  it,  but  distrust  you  I did  not,  then,  nor 
at  any  other  time  ; and  if  you  had  misunderstood  it,  I should  only 
have  said  you  were  not  wont  to  doe  so  long  since.  If  I were  not 
conscious  to  my  self  that  I did  all  I could  to  be  ther,  what  you  said 
would  trouble  me  ; but  if  you  would  put  a complement  on  me, 
endeavour  to  convince  Mr  Ffaire,  and  some  body  else  too,  of  the 
trueth  of  what  you  say. 

I must  conclude  my  letter  with  a request  that  you  would  delay 
presenting  any  to  your  kirke  of  Bolton,  till  you  let  me  know,  for  I 
feare  ther  will  be  one  free  very  shortly,  on  whose  hand  I dare  hazard 
all  my  trust  with  you  for  his  giving  satisfaction,  and  not  feare  to 
forfeit.  I am,  my  deare  Lord,  and  will  be  so, 

your  most  faithfull  servant, 

M.  K. 


’ Anne,  Duchess  of  Hamilton. 


TO  JOHN,  EARL  OF  LAUDERDALE. 


O 


FOR  THE  RIGHT  THE  EARL  OF  LAUTHERDAILL, 

‘SECRETARIE  TO  HIS  MAJESTIE,  THIS. 


Abbey. 

My  deare  Lord, 

My  importunity  hath  oft  ben  censurable,  but  in  my  opinion  ne- 
ver so  much  as  now,  for  one  I never  saw  before  yesterday.  I am 
told  he  is  one  of  your  tenents.  He  appeared  so  confident  of  your 
goodness  (for  which  I likd  him  not  the  worse),  that  if  you  knew  his 
condition,  you  would  pitty  him,  and  call  him  to  mind  ; he  says  he 
was  on  the  way  to  a * * * 

■ (some  lines  torn  away) 

^Vheras  now  he  payes  but  ten,  and  there  is  2 akers  of  land  that  is 
very  useless  to  him,  as  E.  Tweddale^  can  tell  you.  They  say  this 
young  man  is  well  inclined,  which  some  does  not  like  him  the  better 
for  ; I shall  humbly  beg  your  pardon,  and  affirme  I never  did  such 
' a fault  before  to  any,  and  never  intends  to  do  such  another,  for 

I am. 

My  deare  Lord, 

(the  rest  torn  off.) 


* John  Earl,  afterwards  Marquis  of  Tweedale. 
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• Abbey,  3 of  October. 

My  deare  Lord, 

The  experience  I have  had  of  your  goodness  formerly,  incourages 
me  to  hope  for  success  in  my  obedience  to  a very  worthy  person’s 
command.  My  humble  desire  is,  that  you  would  doe  all  you  can  to 
procure  his  Majesteis  hand  to  a gift  of  the  Stewartry  of  Annandale 
to  the  Earle  of  Annandale.^  They  say  he  had  the  King’s  promise 
of  it  when  he  was  at  London,  and  that  it  is  only  now  stopt  by  the 
Earle  of  Dumfries,^  who  of  all  other  ought  least  to  have  done  it, 
being  not  only  my  Lord  Annan  (a  word  or  two  cut  away)  t his  par- 
ticular (ditto)  of  that  gift  its  be  (ditto)  and  promised  my  Lady  to 
befriend  him  in  all  his  concernes.  Besides  that  noble  Lord  hath  no 
interest  at  all  in  that  shire,  nor  can  it  be  any  benefit  to  him,  therfor 
my  Lady,  who  you  know  is  your  kinswoman,  expects  you  will  doe 
what  you  gave  her  Lord  ground  to  hope  for  from  you.  I confess 
my  quarrell  to  Dumfriess  is  his  unjust  and  extravagant  bitterness 
against  my  father,  and  I presume  you  will  not  the  more  befriend 
him  for  it  in  ane  unjust  cause.  I amj 

My  deare  Lord, 

(the  rest  cut  away). 


^ James  Earl  of  Annandale.  We  learn  from  the  Peerage  that  he  obtained  the 
grant  in  question.  He  married  Lady  Henriet  Douglas,  daughter  of  William,  first 
Marquis  of  Douglas. 

® William  Earl  of  Dumfries. 
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, Ham(ilton),  8 Decern: 

M.  L. 

This  is  a further  act  of,  I care  not  if  you  thinke  it  not  a worke 
of,  supererogation  to  write  so  oft ; I shall  have  a care  the  matter  of 
it  be  not  so,  therfor  I shall  tell  you,  the  moonlight  folke  you  sie  in 
my  chamber  are  in  great  feare  that  the  man  whom  you  say  I 
have  so  great  kindness  for,  shall  misrepresent  them  to  the  King. 
That  person  hath  no  reason  to  do  it,  but  ther  dislike  of  his  owne 
present  way,  for  I know,  and  you  too,  of  some  of  them,  ther  great 
and  sincere  affection  to  the  King’s  person  and  interest : therfor  I 
shall  only  beg  this  favour  for  them,  that  nothing  said  to  ther  pre- 
judices may  be  laid  hold  on  till  they  be  advertised,  which  when  they 
are,  I hope  they  shall  be  able  not  only  to  clear  themselves  of  calum- 
nies and  unjust  aspersions,  but  give  a rise  to  them  to  cleare  farther 
ther  constant  respect  to  his  Majesties  person  and  authority,  and  to 
evidence  ther  peaceable  deportment  under  the  present  change  of 
Church  government.  That  you  may  doe  this  is  the  desire  of  your 
most  faithfull  servant ; but  I must  not  forget  to  present  my  Ladies 
service  to  you.  Adieu,  M.  D.  L. 
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roil  YOUU  SELFE. 


Hamil(ton)  last  dec. 

M.  L. 

Yours  of  13th,  by  Sir  W.  Ballantene,i  came  heere  on  the  27th 
instant,  *tho  they  say  the  gentleman  himselfe  who  brought  it  went 
away  ere  it  came  heere.  He  is,  they  say,  in  great  hast  least  the 
Lords  of  the  Sessions  places  that  are  put  out  be  filled  ere  he  come. 
If  he  be  one  by  your  meanes,  you  must  give  me  leave  to  tell  you, 
the  world  that  knowes  him  will  say,  the  person  you  call  my  friend 
judged  better  of  that  noble  Knight’s  capacity,  when  he  made  him  a 
stage  player  last  yeare.  But  pray  doe  not  thinke  I imagine  you 
have  any  purpose  to  make  him  what  he  would  be.  I had  written 
this  much  when  I receaved  yours  22d  instant.  I know  not  how 
you  8 dayes  were  without  hearing,  but  I am  sure  since  23  of  Nov'’“, 
I was  not  without  writing  once,  twice,  or  thrice  aweeke.  I told 
you  I resolved  not  to  quarrell  your  not  writting,  tho  you  should 
be  another  year  and  8 month  without  allowing  me  one  line  ower 
againe ; but  indeed  I must  quarrell  your  sending  me  moe  gloves 
then  you  did  at  first.  Pray  what  meane  you  by  it — that  I should 

* Sir  William  BaHantyne,  celebrated  for  Lis  severity  towards  the  Presbyterians 
after  the  battle  of  Pentland ; he  is  said  to  have  used  torture  of  various  kinds  to  ex- 
tort money  or  confession  from  his  miserable  victims,  so  that  his  conduct  became  a 
subject  of  public  scrutiny,  and  he  was  fined  in  the  sum  of  300  pounds  sterling,  which 
the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  compelled  him  to  pay. 
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set  op  shop  with  them  ? Its  like  I have  moe  already  then  I shall 
live  to  weare.  But  fye  upon  you  for  saying  that  ony,  or  all  the 
rime  books  in  the  ini  verse  can  supply  to  me  the  want  of  that  com- 
pany I used  to  have  at  supper  ; really  it  hath  put  me  quite  out  of 
charity  with  you,  your  judging  me  to  be  so  like  you.  No,  you  are 
mistaken  ; I have  not  so  much  of  the  quality  is  so  peculiar  to  you 
men.  But  to  return  to  yours  of  the  13,  indeed  I am  very  sorry 
Stairr  and  Arniston^  are  not  indulged  ; not  most  for  them,  but  be- 
cause the  grounds  laid  doune  to  dissatesfie  are  still  kept,  tho  the 
intentions  are  wholly  changed ; yet  the  way  being  kept,  the  effect 
followes,  that  is  discontent.  I doubt  Stairr’s  will  not  be  easily  filled, 
tho  it  may  be  soone  enough.  I am  glad  Hamilton^  is  not  Arch- 


* Wodrow,  talking  of  the  Declaration,  in  his  account  of  the  year  1663,  observes — 
" We  see  the  exact  care  taken  about  the  subscription  of  this  Declaration,  whereby 
the  covenants  were  renounced ; and  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  we  shall  find 
more  efforts  used  this  way.  Great  numbers  refused  this  Declaration,  and  severals 
left  their  places  and  offices.  I find  it  remarked  by  no  enemy  to  this  imposition, 
‘ That  in  December,  Sir  James  Dalrymple  of  Stair,  Sir  James  Dundas,  and  Sir 
George  Mackenzie  of  Tarbet,  refused  the  signing  of  this  Declaration,  among  the 
Lords  of  Session  ; but  in  a little  time  my  Lord  Stair  repented,  and  signed  it.’” 

* James  Hamilton,  Bishop  of  Galloway,  second  son  of  Sir  John  Hamilton  of  Broom- 
hill,  and  brother  to  the  first  Lord  Belhaven.  Fairfowl,  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews, 
expired  in  Nov.  1663,  and  M as  succeeded  by  Burnet,  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  so  Ha- 
milton remained  Bishop  of  Galloway  to  his  death.  Wodrow  says  that  this  prelate 
“ was  severe  and  cruel,  as  all  apostates  use  to  be.” — Burnet,  that  “ he  was  a good- 
natured  man,  but  weak,  and  always  believed  episcopal.” — His  grandson,  Mr  John 
Birnie,  who  left  a memoir  of  him  in  MS.,  makes  him  out  to  have  been  a naost  learn- 
ed and  pious  bishop,  and  an  excellent  preacher.  The  account  of  his  diet  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life  is  curious.  “ The  bishop  was  very  happie  in  a pious,  fopd,  and 


B 
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bishop,  tlio  I would  any  other  place  had  him  (except  that)  rather 
nor  wher  he  is.  I am  sure  I have  wearyed  you  with  ill  writ  and 
nonsense,  and  this  being  the  first  frost  we  have  had  this  year,  I am 
very  cold,  tho  near  the  fire,  therfor  adieu,  M.  D.  L. 


Hamilt: 

M.  L. 

I thinke  I ended  my  last  with  denying  that  writing  oft  to  you  is 
ane  ill  use,  which  if  it  be,  I am  very  guilty ; but  if  it  were,  I will 
be  longer  of  granting  it  a fault  for  you  to  write  to  me.  But  I miss 
no  occasion  of  writing,  but  makes  wher  I want.  Alwise  I will  not 
pretend  to  deserve  so  well  from  you  as  that  English  friend  did,  else 
its  ten  to  one  I would  be  as  ready  to  pet,  if  not  more  ; but  being 
sensible  of  ray  uselessness  to  you,  I have  no  pretence  to  quarrell, 
if  you  should  doe  that  same  to  me,  which  really  were  a just  ground 
of  resentment,  if  done  against  that  English  friend.  I forgot  in  my 

rertious  wife ; she  knew  his  constitution,  and  did,  under  God,  as  abstemious  as  he 
was,  keep  him  in  a good  state  of  health  during  her  lyfe : but  for  the  7 years  he  lived 
after,  his  daughters  being  very  young,  and  when  come  to  any  maturity,  married  from 
him,  he  took  the  liberty  to  manadge  his  dyet  as  he  pleased ; which  generally  was, 
one  roasted  egg  in  the  morning,  a little  broth,  and  perhaj)s  nothing ; about  4 at  night, 
a glass  of  small  ale  to  his  pype  in  the  winter,  and  for  the  most  part  water  in  the 
summer : this,  with  his  book,  was  most  of  the  good  bishop’s  food  during  the  last 
seven  years  of  his  lyfe ; and  God  was  pleased,  after  a few  days  sickness,  in  August 
1674,  to  take  him  to  himself.” 
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last  to  tell  you  not  to  send  me  ane  Dictionary,  for  I have  got  one 
here  since  I ^vrote  for  it.  I hope  you  ar  satisfied  now  with  my  obe- 
dience, when  you  have  brought  me  to  be  so  very  incivill  as  not  to 
thanke  you  for  your  many  fine  gloves.  For  your  Books,  they  ar 
not  worth  thankes  ; the  rime  for  its  base  reflections,^  the  other  for 
his  seasonless  debosht  repentance.  But  to  leave  them,  I must  big 
of  you  to  deale  with  his  Majesty  for  the  granting  my  poor  Kirkcud- 
bright folkes®  petitions  : you  know  how  near  the  first  of  March  is 
now,  which  you  know  is  ther  day,  and  they  have  used  no  other 
meanes  for  ther  helpe,  trusting  to  these  petitions.  Pray  let  me  know 
what  they  may  expect.  I shall  say  no  more  but  present  my  Ladies 
service  to  you  ; she  holds  out  yet,  but  I doubt  will  not  long.  Adieu, 
M.  D.  L.3 


* It  is  probable,  from  a passage  in  another  letter,  that  the  rime  was  Hudibras. 

® The  first  tumults  respecting  the  settlement  of  Episcopal  clergymen  took  place 
at  Irongray  and  Kirkcudbright,  in  which  women  were  principally  concerned.  At 
Kirkcudbright,  about  thirty  of  these,  encouraged  by  Lord  Kirkcudbright  and  some 
of  the  town  magistrates,  were  the  chief  aggressors.  For  a full  detail  of  the  proceed- 
ings against  them,  vide  Wodrow. 

* At  the  end  of  this  letter  is  the  following  list,  in  the  Duke’s  hand — “ Archp. 
Dutches.  Craf.  Kellie.  Lyon.  Justice  Clerk.  Drumlanrig.  Brother.  W.  Sharpe. 
Chancellour.  Duke  Ha.  Cardros."  The  first,  third,  fourth,  sixth,  ninth,  tenth, 
and  eleventh,  with  a line  drawn  across.  Probably  a memorandum  of  his  corre- 
spondents. 
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FOR  THE  EAULE  OF  LAUDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY 
OF  STAIT  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  12.  Feb. 

M.  D.  L. 

The  23  of  Jan^  was  the  last  I had  from  you,  and  I have  written 
both  before  and  since  that.  I quarrell  none,  but  rejoice  much  to 
heare  the  King  is  in  health,  and  returned  to  Whitehall  again.  I 
must  give  you  the  trouble  to  endeavour  to  procure  that  letter  to 
the  Exchequer  for  Bathgate, ‘ which  I desired  formerly.  For  Ro: 
Kennedy’s  gift,  its  stopt  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Henry  Nisbet,®  his 
owne  father-in-law,  who,  it  seemes,  designes  the  gentleman’s  mine, 
and  likewise  the  defrauding  of  his  creditors,  that  so  he  may  get  the 
estate  to  his  sonne  Patrick  Nisbet ; and  for  this  Sir  William  Pur- 
ves®  and  he  colludes  together.  This  I am  informed  of  by  them  who 
knowes.  Wher  as  Bathgate  would  satisfie  his  creditors,  (and)  pre- 
serve his  estate  to  the  right  heires.  My  Lady  is  in  the  way  of  re- 
covery, I thanke  God.  Adieu. 


, ' This  branch  of  the  Hamilton  family  seems  to  have  ended  in  Thomas  Hamilton 
of  Bathgate,  who  had  a charter  of  the  lands  of  Bathgate,  4th  June  1663,  and  ob- 
tained from  the  King  a charter,  of  the  same  date,  of  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Bathgate. 

* Sir  Henry  Nisbet  of  Dean,  Bart. 

’ Sir  William  Purves,  Bart,  the  King’s  Solicitor- General  for  Scotland ; said  to 
have  been  the  original  of  Sir  William  Worthy,  in  Ramsay’s  Gentle  Shepherd,  but 
probably  without  foundation,  as  it  is  certain  that  he  held  a small  office  in  the  Ex- 
chequer during  the  sway  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  18.  Feb'^'. 

M.  L. 

This  is  if  possible  to  shame  you  from  seldome  writing,  when  this 
is  the  fift  letter ; tho  I expect  none  from  you  last  weeke  nor  this, 
for  I am  sure  you  were  never  better  nor  your  word,  but  many  times 
not  so  good,  in  the  matter  of  writing  letters ; but  finding  fault,  I 
remember  you  told  me,  makes  you  mind  none,  therfor,  by  way  of 
anticipation,  I told  you  in  my  last  you  might  be  one  of  Hudibras 
saints,  but  shall  be  sure  hereafter  to  praise  you  for  what  you  are 
not  yet,  but  what  I would  have  you  : so  remember  still  to  under- 
stand me  in  that  sense,  if  I shall  happen  at  any  time  to  speake  any 
good  of  you.  I shall  say  no  more,  but  that  my  Lady  Duchess  re- 
members her  service  to  you.  Tell  my  Lady  Susanne'  her  sister 
hath  bin  able  to  lye  in  her  night  gowne  on  the  top  of  her  bed  this 
day  and  yesterday.  Adieu,  M.  D.  L. 

* Lady  Susan  Hamilton,  married  in  1668  to  John,  seventh  Earl  of  Cassillis,  Lady 
Margaret's  brother. 


14 


LETTERS  FROM  LADY  M.  KENNEDY 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDAL,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamil:  24.  Feb. 

M.  D.  L. 

One  of  the  poor  Kirkubright  women  sent  me  yours,  in  hopes  the 
answer  of  her  husband’s  petition  had  bin  in  it,  which  hope  I gave 
her  the  other  day  when  she  was  heere  ; and  truly  I hate  to  deceave 
people.  But  I hoped  you  would  send  it  before  the  first  of  March. 
Pray  doe  it  so  soone  as  is  possible  yet.  For  your  quarrell,  I shall 
without  any  ceremony  determin  as  Mrs  Martha  did  betuixt  my 
Lady  Duchess  and  you  but  justly,  that  the  title  is  due  to  no  man ; 
but  he  called  himselfe  so  ever,  and  comanded  me  to  call  him  so 
when  you  were  in  your  twenty  months  silence.  And  tho  I grant 
you  have  no  cause  to  dispute  the  title  of  best  with  him,  yet  because 
it  was  the  name  you  chused,  you  kept  it.  But  sure  I never  set 
those  2 letters  (my)  before  best,  or  kindest,  to  either  of  you ; or  if 
I had,  you  might  have  said  it  was  by  way  of  contraries.  I shall 
send  to  Major  Ker  about  what  you  say  in  relation  to  that  gift.  So 
adieu,  M.  D.  L. 

My  Lady  presents  her  service  to  you. 


TO  JOHN,  EARL  OF  LAUDERDALE. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY 
OF  STATE  FOR  SCOTLAND, 


Hamil:  2 March. 

M.  D.  L. 

I dare  not  say  I am  angry  at  you,  but  really  I wish  very  heartily 
that  you  knew  but  how  vexed  I am  for  poor  Provist  Carsan,^  who 
is  so  sicke  at  home,  that  he  is  not  able  to  travell  so  farre  as  Edin- 
burghe  to  enter  in  prison  ; and  he  is  not  able  to  pay  4 thousand 
merke.  So  it  will  be  presently  exacted,  and  I made  him  stay  with- 
out useing  any  other  meanes.  So  the  poor  people  will  be  ruined, 
and  I am  the  cause  of  it,  by  making  them  hope  ther  petitions  would 
be  granted.  This  morning  I dreamed  I got  letters  from  you,  at  4 
a clocke,  but  no  answer  of  the  petitions,  and  could  not  sleepe  after 
for  proper  vexation ; but  hath  mor  reason,  now  it  is  true,  I beg 
it  of  you  with  all  the  earnestness  I can  have  for  marcy,  send  me 
soone  a good  answer  to  these  poor  peoples  petitions,  and  keepe  my 
counsell  of  what  I writ  to  you  the  25  or  26  Feb  : but  as  for  Mr 
Mure,  my  eyes  saw  what  I wrote  to  you  under  his  hand  to  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  who  it  may  be  will  remember  it.  I doe,  that 
the  Duke  and  I agreed  to  hope  it  was  not  true.  Farewell,  M.  D.  L. 
I receaved  yours  23  and  25  Feb. 

* John  Carsan  of  Sennick,  accused  of  exciting  the  tumults  at  Kirkcudbright. 
Wodrow  informs  us  that  his  fine  was  originally  eight  thousand  merks,  but  the 
Council  mitigated  it  to  four. 
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Hamil:  19  March. 

M.  D.  L. 

I receaved  yours  of  the  8 and  12th  instant.  By  the  last  I find, 
that  to  keepe  yourselfe  from  being  angry  at  me,  you  are  most  in- 
just  to  2 (of)  the  petitioners,  who  never  found  fault  with  me,  truly 
nor  you ; tho  you  know  ther  sentence  was  most  injust,  I told  you, 
as  I remember,  I was  not  angry  but  vexed  ; indeed  I was,  but  the 
gi’ound  of  it  did  not  at  all  reflect  on  you,  for  it  was  because  I my- 
selfe  hindred  them  to  make  application  to  the  counsell,  because  I 
wished  so  injust  a sentence  as  that  might  be  taken  off  by  the  King, 
rather  then  by  them  ; but  if  no  redress  can  be  had  on  earth,  we 
must  believe  ther  is  one  who  thinkes  it  not  below  him  to  notice  in- 
just sentences,  and  to  requite  too,  when  they  whose  office  it  is,  or 
should  be,  will  not.  But  least  this  be  a new  crime,  I must  goe  to 
yours  of  the  8th,  and  to  the  open  inclosed.  I must  say  for  him 
who  sent  it,  he  would  never  have  wished  himselfe  into  such  com- 
pany, to  shun  your  Pope  and  his  Mate’s  offence,  and  had  you  told 
me  it  was  your  wish  in  the  time,  I had  certainly  contribute  so  much 
to  it,  as  to  have  left  you  in  the  street  to  have  sought  her.  But  that 
you  said  to  me  was  this,  that  those  men  had  bin  better  pleased  to 
sie  you  in  the  worst  company  imaginable,  then  with  ane  honest 
Presbiterian.  A noble  testimony  indeed  to  such  reverend  F:,  that 
they  joy  to  sie  ther  proselites  goe  to  the  devill,  both  great  and  small ; 
for  so  long  as  he  hath  you,  you  are  surely  ther  owne  kiufouks  ; but 
if  ere  you  repent,  they  have  done  with  you ; which  that  .you  may 
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all  doe  soone  is  the  worst  wish  I wish  you.  But  for  the  title  of 
kindest,  there  is  a young  Lord  heere,  whose  ingenuity  is  unques- 
tionable, who  sayes  he  loves  me  better  nor  all  the  world.  I hope 

• • 

both  will  grant  it  is  past  doubt  he  deserves  that  still  best  from  me. 
His  mother  presents  her  service  to  you  : 147:  Adieu. 

M.  K. 


Hamilton,  11  April. 

M.  D.  L. 

Your  impatient  letter  I receaved  last  night,  and  to  make  a com- 
pleat  romance  story,  you  should  have  told  me  to  whom  they  said  it 
was,  for  I cannot  guess.  If  it  be  a prediction,  I cannot  say  any 
thing  to  it.  It’s  true  I once  resolved  so,  ere  I was  acquaint  with 
you,  but,  not  being  content,  quiet  it,  and  now  have  neither  designe 
nor  . tsS*.  3^  gy.  10  : S7  : h : 67  : h.^  Nor  doe  I know  any  who  hath 

either  for  me  ; so  by  this  time  you  will  thinke  it  is  a mistake,  I sup- 

• 

pose.  When  you  had  mine  31  March  and  2 Aprill,  by  the  bulke  you 
would  conclude  you  hade  the  story  ere  you  reade  them.  My  Lady 
Susanne  desires  her  sister’s  letters  may  be  sent  to  you,  for  all  others 
miscarry,  and  you  forbid  ; so  which  to  obey  we  know  not.  Pray 
resolve  me  this  doubt.  I shall  end  this  with  a story  of  Mrs  Martha. 
One  asked  her,  within  this  2 months,  if  she  would  not  be  glad  to  see 
her  lady  marryed  ? she  said,  truly,  she  said  she  would  be  sorry  to 

* Decyphered  by  the  Dnko. 


C 
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know  her  such  a foole,  as  to  quite  a contented  life  to  make  her  selfe 
a slave  to  any  man’s  humour  ; but  if  ; 210  1^  s’o  : would  be  sure 

to  have  ^259"^" so  : luff’seo : ere  , 210 : resolved  it.  My  Lady  Duchess 

• • 

presents  her  service  to  you.  Adieu. 


Hamilton,  23  of  Aprill. 

M.  D.  L. 

If  I consulted  my  inclination,  I would  not  give  you  this  trouble, 
after  so  many,  till  I first  heard  from  you,  but  this  case  is  so  singu- 
lar, that  in  no  justice  can  it  be  refused.  It  concernes  Sir  Daniell 
Carmichaell,  who  hath  got  very  hard  measure  all’  along  ; and  as  if 
it  had  not  bin  enough  to  take  his  place  from  him  for  no  cause,  he 
was  fined,  tho  guilty  of  nothing,  in  200  pound  sterling.^  'When 
the  King  was  abroad,  he  being  pursued  before  the  EngUsh  judges, 
was  made  to  pay  considerable  summes  of  money,  w*  were  taken  on 
by  him  for  his  Majestie’s  entertainment,  and  other  necessaries, 
during  his  abode  in  Scotland  ; all  which  debts  so  resting,  his  Ma- 
jesty hath  of  late  ordered  the  repayment  of,  with  ther  interests  for 
the  time  they  were  unsatisfied  ; for  w®**  purpose  the  Parl‘.  in  1661 
laid  on  of  new  the  two  months  maintenance,  formerly  imposed  in  * 


* Sir  Daniel  Carmichael  of  Hyndford  and  Mauldsley,  second  son  of  the  first  Lord 

Carmichael.  The  ofiBce  mentioned  was  that  of  treasurer- depute.  In  the  list  of  fines 
imposed  by  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  1662,  Sir  Daniel’s  compensation,  for  alledged  dis- 
afiFection  to  government,  is  2400  pounds.  He  married  Anna  Scott,  daughter  of  the 
laird  of  Ardross,  in  Fife,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue. 
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1651,  and  not  then  taken  off ; and  now  since  S.  Da:  Car:  hath 
bin  fined  in  200  pound  st.  my  humble  desire  is,  that  his  Majesty 
may  be  pleased  to  order  the  repayment  to  him  of  such  of  those 
debts  as  he  hath  satisfied,  according  to  his  Maj*’'*.  late  generall 
order ; or  otherwise  order  the  Com”®.^  to  detaine  so  much  in  his 
owne  hand  of  them  as  will  compense  his  fine,  and  grant  him  a dis- 
charge thereof.  Ther  is  so  much  justice  in  this,  as  it  cannot  be  de- 
nyed,  except  you  resolve  to  refuse  it  because  I beg  it.  My  Lady 
Duchess  presents  her  service  to  you,  so  does  your  mistress,  my 
Lady  Annandale,  to  her  gallant.  Adieu  : ^^4, ..  133 , 147. 


Hamilton,  30  of  Aprill. 

M.  D.  L. 

Yours,  19th  instant,  I received.  As  for  my  friends  in  Kir- 
cubright,  doe  but  this  for  me  : Get  but  John  Carssan  of  Sennick’s 
bond  of  4000  merks  to  the  Exchequer  from  Sir  William  Purvos, 
and  send  it  to  me,  to  satisfy  the  Edinbrow  man  who  is  his  cau- 
tioner, and  give  him  no  guilt,  and  I shall  trouble  you  no  more ; 
but  without  that  he  will  keepe  them  in  perpetuall  danger.  I am 
very  sorry  you  can  doe  noe  more  but  regrate  Such  exorbitancies  as 
destroy  : ^ : interest  : 2^4  : the  : , eS : le  : so : of : ^“9 . ^ : is ; 

I know  not  what  lyes  are  vented  : I am  sure 


e c t ■ . 

83  : 46  : 46  : 10  : SO  • 


1 John,  Earl  of  Middleton,  was  the  first  High  Commissioner  after  the  Restoration ; 
in  the  year  1663,  he  was  succeeded  by  John,  Earl,  afterwards  Duke,  of  Rothes ; and 
he,  in  1669,  by  the  Earl,  afterwards  Duke,  of  Lauderdale. 
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many  have  bin  against  Scotland : but  if  it  be  said  profanity  was 
never  at  so  great  a height,  and  lawful  power  never  ; 4s?  : ee  : Jn  ; « 
; 277  : to  : 280  : 87  : S58  : it  is  : S71 : 16  : 10  : 18  '•  and  people  : g : highly 

• dis  con  ten  n t Lauderdale  put  R.  • * 4.1.^  the  I 

• 1S2  : 102  : S88  : tiO  : 16  : II-  : 269  : 318  : 368  • m tHG  8I9  : 894  : 2d  : S9I  : 810  ; 

1^  : it  does  reflect  on  : : sadly  ; but  you  have  oft  forbid  me 

to  trouble  you  with  such  stuffe,  so  I shall  desire  you  to  name  that 
very  good  friend  of  mine,  whom  I value  very  much,  who  told  your 
author,  by  way  of  prediction,  what  I am  ignorant  of.  My  Lady 
Duchess  bids  tell  you  she  had  not  written  the  inclosed,  but  left  it 
to  me,  if  she  had  not  promised  it.  E.  Annandale  bid  me  say  he 
expected  you  will  remember  your  promise  to  befriend  him.  The 
Comm^  perswads  him  to  goe  up  to  Court  to  come  speed  ; but  he 
trusts  your  word.  His  need  is  great.  My  L.  Duchess  sayes  he  will 
be  thankfull.  So  would  I,  were  he  not  a Douglas  sonne.*  E. 
Newburgh®  sayes  you  will  be  Annandale’s  enemy,  because  his 
daughter  is  to  marry  my  Lord  Lindesay ; * but  I hope  he  lyes. 


Probably  the  Eai’l  of  Rothes. 

® The  Earl  of  Annandale’s  mother  was  Lady  Margaret  Douglas,  daughter  of  WD- 
Ham  Earl  of  Queensberry. 

® James,  first  Earl  of  Newburgh.  “ He  died,”  according  to  the  Peerage,  “ on  the 
26th  of  December,  1670,  leaving  behind  him  the  character  of  one  of  the  finest  gentle- 
men of  the  age,  of  untainted  principles  of  loyalty  and  honour.” 

* William,  afterwards  Earl  of  Crawford.  He  married  Lady  Mar)',  the  Earl  of 
Annandale’s  eldest  daughter. 
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Hamilton,  5 of  May. 

M.  D.  L. 

Yours  of  Aprill  mentions  lyes.  I am  informed  that  storey  con- 
ceiving E^lstoun^  is  groundless,  tho  its  like  he  is  ther.  In  my  for- 
mer letter  I told  you  what  were  no  lyes  ; and  if  you  heare  ill  said  of 
: sSa  : do  : : contradict  it.  Ther  is  more  true  nor  you  thinke.  As 

for  that  order  you  mention  to  spare  the  poore,  it  is  not  obeyed.  I 
beg  you  may  press  the  application  of  it  to  one  poore  man,  whom  my 
father  did  so  strongly  recomend,  and  I am  so  much  obliged  to  him 
myself^  and  his  case  is  so  hard,  that  I offered  to  write  to  any  he 
would  bid  me  ; he  named  the  Comm*",  and  Sir  W.  Br(uce).  When 
I had  done  so,  his  heart  failed  him,  saying  they  would  doe  him  no 
good  ; if  he  got  any,  it  behoved  to  come  by  you.  His  case  is  this. 
He  hath  400  merks  Scots  by  year,  and  no  more.  He  hath  900  merks 
worth  of  moveables,  and  more  debt  upon  them  nor  they  are  worth. 
The  Par‘:  fined  him  in  a hundreth  pound  sterling  for  guilt.  The 
usurpers  imprisoned  him  because  he  let  the  tories  take  his  horse, 
and  refused  to  be  a justice  of  peace  under  them.  One  part  of  his 
riches  I forgot : He  hath  seven  young  children.  His  name  is  Alex- 
ander Gordon  of  Knockgray,*  he  was  once  a domastike  of  my  fa- 
thers, and  is  a very  honest  man,  tho  he  be  a Galloway  man.  I pray 


^ The  Laird  of  Earlston’s  refusal  to  settle  an  Episcopal  Minister  at  Dairy  was  the 
commencement  of  his  misfortunes,  which  are  ftilly  detailed  in  Wodrow’s  History,  and 
in  the  Scots  Worthies. 

* In  the  list  of  persons  fined  by  Parliament,  1662,  appear  Alexander  Gordon  of 
Knockgray,  elder  and  younger,  liable  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 
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doe  not  disappoint  him.  He  hath  already  payed  3 hundreth  merk 
of  cess  to  the  troopers,  w'".  will  be  neare  his  yeares  rent.  And  he 
hopes  they  will  spare  him  this  fortnight.  So  if  you  can.  doe  in  that 
time  any  good  to  him,  pray  doe  it.  I had  yours  24  Aprill.  What 
so  ever  I said  in  jest,  I cannot  blame,  but  praise  your  inquiry  after 
that  story.  It  proceeded  from  that  same  goodness  w®**.  made  you 
take  my  defence  the  first  day  I saw  you  ; so  what  you  will  not  tell, 
you  may  allow  me  to  doe  it.  As  for  the  ground  of  the  story,  it  is 
a meer  mistake  of  your  author  ; he  hath  mistaken  some  other  per- 
son’s name  for  mine,  for  since  you  and  I parted,  not  one  sillable 
passed  betuixt  that  lady  and  me  of  any  such  purpose.  One  waits 
for  my  letter,  so  I shall  say  no  more  but : . tsS ..  147  : Adieu. 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDAL,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  7 of  May- 

M.  D.  L. 

In  my  last  on  Saturday,  I told  you  I had  yours  24  Aprill,  but 
can  give  no  other  guesse  at  that  story,  but  your  author’s  mistaking 
some  other’s  name  for  mine  ; for  I know  very  laitly  she  said  to  a 

frionrl  a • b and  . T . be  con  tan  n t 1 . . m a r 

rrieno,  a . n;4io:S2:  71  • ^ coum  . gs : 102  : ass : eo -.  le  • 10  . 24.  25.  lo; 
y? , J : would  be  : 2I7  • ' to  find ; beside  : : interest  in  me  is  such. 


^ This,  and  217,  decyphered  by  the  Duke. 


TO  JOHN,  EARL  OF  LAUDERDALE. 


23 


that  I would  be  sure  not  to  leave  the  knowledge  of  it  to  be  sought. 
But  it  is  enough  to  discover  my  ignorance  ; and  I shall  say  nothing 
of  it  to  her,  since  you  forbid  me.  I am  desired  by  a kinsman  of 
mine,  one  Mr  William  Adam,  minister  of  Aire,  who  is  still  in  yet, 
to  beg  this  same  favour  from  you  to  him  which  you  were  pleased  to 
obtaine  for  Mr  Cockburne,  my  father’s  minister  ; it  is  to  write  to 
the  Archb:  for  him  ; he  hath  all  this  time  carryed  so  quietly  with 
one  White,^  who  is  put  in  that  place,  that  many  called  him  con- 
forme  ; but  now  Provest  Cuningam  is  so  incensed  against  him,  be- 
cause he  fansys  Mr  Adam  hath  put  some  Kennedys  on  ther  kirk 
sessions,  whom  he  would  have  off  it,  that  to  be  revenged  P:  Cu: 
hath  made  Bishop  of  Isles,®  persuade  Arc:  B:  to  ordaine  the  presbi- 
tery,  as  they  call  them,  to  intend  a process  against  him  for  noncon- 
formity. My  desire  is,  if  it  may  doe  you  no  prejudice,  to  write  to 
the  Bishop  in  his  favours,  to  discharge  them ; for  put  him  out,  and 
they  will  not  put  the  like  of  him  in  his  place.  All  my  fault  to  him 
is,  he  goes  too  much  ther  way,  and  the  Proveists  is,  he  hath  mar- 
ryed  a Kennedy.  My  lady  presents  her  service  to  you.  Adieu. 

* White,  the  curate,  is  mentioned  repeatedly  in  the  curious  declaration  of  William 
Sutherland,  hangman  at  Irvine,  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  first  volume  of 
Wodrow’s  History. 

* Robert  Wallace,  originally  minister  at  Barnwell,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARIE 
OF  STATE  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


. Hamilton,  24  of  July. 

M.  D.  L. 

You  may  thinke  your  3 months  silence  may  bar  my  importunity, 
and  indeed  soe  doe  I,  but  am  resolved  once  more  to  request  you.  It 
is  on  the  bebalfe  of  my  Lady  Bellhaven  and  her  Lord,*  who,  they 


' John,  first  Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenton,  so  created  by  King  Charles  I.,  l647. 
He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  James,  second  Marquis  of  Hamilton.  In  the  MS. 
diary  of  John  Nicoll,  a volume  of  which  is  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the  Faculty 
of  Advocates,  the  following  remarkable  anecdote  respecting  him  is  to  be  found : — 
“ It  is  formerlie  observit,  that  ye  Inglisches  haiffing  routtit  this  natioun  at  the  fight 
of  Dumbar,  upone  ye  3 of  September  1 650,  they  possest  this  kingdoms,  and  did  foir- 
falt  ye  maist  pairt  of  yese  that  wer  ingadged  in  yat  unlauchful  ingadgement  in  the 
Scottis  ingoing  to  Ingland.  Among  quhome,  the  Dukes  of  Hamiltoun,  and  all  yat 
familie  wer  forfait,  thair  landis  and  estait  adjudged  to  belong  to  the  comnmun  welth 
of  Ingland.  This  familie  being  thus  forfait,  the  creditors  persewit  ye  cautioners  for 
the  Dukis  dett,  and  could  gett  no  relielf.  Among  these  cautioners,  the  Lord  Bel- 
hevin  being  one,  and  being  bound  for  yat  house  in  greater  soumes  of  money  yan  he 
was  able  to  pay,  he  resolves  to  leave  yis  nation,  that  he  mycht  eschew  comprysings 
of  his  landis,  and  imprisonment  of  his  person.  This  resolution  he  followis  in  this 
maner.  He  takis  his  journey  to  England,  and  when  he  past  by  Solloway  Sandis, 
he  causit  his  servand  cum  bak  to  his  wylfe,  with  his  cloak  and  hatt,  and  caused  it  to 
be  vented,  that  in  ryding  by  these  sandis  both  he  and  his  hors  quhairon  he  raid  wer 
sunkin  in  yese  quicksandis  and  drowned  ; nane  being  privy  to  this  hot  his  Lady  and 
his  man  servand.  This  report  past  in  all  pairtis  as  guid  cunzie,  that  he  was  deid  and 
perished,  for  the  space  of  six  yeiris  and  moir ; and  to  mak  this  the  more  probable 
arfd  lykelie,  his  Lady  and  childerene  went  in  dule  and  murniiig  the  first  two  zeiris 
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say,  his  Majesty  promised  him  to  remember  his  loyalty  and  losses, 
and  laid  it  on  you  to  doe  so.  I shall  only  use  2 arguments.  Her 
relation  to  the  two  Dukes  of  Hamilton ; I can  soone  think  what 


of  his  absens,  so  that  during  these  six  zeires  it  was  certified  to  the  hail  countrie  that 
he  was  deid  and  perisched : all  this  was  done  of  set  purpos  to  eschew  the  danger  of 
the  cautionary,  quhairin  he  lay  for  that  hous  of  Hamiltoun.  Eftir  his  ingoing  to 
England,  he  stryppit  himselff  of  his  apparell,  clothed  himself  in  ane  base  servill  sute, 
denyit  his  name,  and  became  servand  to  ane  gairdener,  and  laborit  in  gardenes  and 
zairdis  during  the  haill  space  of  his  absence,  na  person  being  privy  to  this  courss  bot 
his  Lady  (as  for  his  servand,  he  went  to  uthir  service,  not  knawing  that  his  old 
Lord  had  become  a gairdener)  till  eftir  sax  zeiris  absens,  eftir  quhilk  tyme  and  space, 
the  Dutches  of  Hammiltoun  hailfing  takin  order  with  the  debtis,  and  componit  and 
aggreyed  with  the  treitors,  than  he  returnit  to  Scotland,  in  Januar  last,  1659,  eftir 
six  yeiris  service  in  England  with  a gairdner,  to  the  admiration  of  many;  for  during 
that  haill  space,  it  was  evir  thought  he  was  deid,  no  person  being  accessorie  to  his 
secretion  but  his  awin  Lady,  to  hir  great  commendation.  By  this  means  his  landis 
and  estait  wes  saiff,  and  his  cautlonrie  for  the  hous  of  Hammiltoun  was  transactit  for, 
as  is  afoirsaid,  and  his  estait  baith  personall  and  reall  free  and  outquyted.” 

Birnie,  in  his  MS.  history  of  the  family  of  Broomhill,  gives  this  strange  description 
of  Lord  Belhaven’s  father.  Sir  James  Hamilton — “ Sir  James  was  of  ane  ordinary  syse, 
plump  and  well  bon’d ; very  much  inclined  to  planting,  as  may  yet  be  seen : and  the  * 
passion,  Grieff,  was  never  his  master.  For  being  one  tyme  told  that  his  eldest  son, 
my  Lord  Beilhaven,  was  lost  on  Soloway  Sands,  and  that  his  youngest,  Claud,  was 
slain  at  Worcester,  he  seemed  to  take  little  notice  of  Beilhaven.  But,  “ A wa’s  me, 
my  son  Claud  ; poor  Claud,  I hope  he  dy’d  valiantly.”  And,  within  a little,  fell  to 
his  whistling,  and  pruneing  of  his  trees." 

Birnie  adds,  “My  Lord  and  Lady’s  pictures,  fynely  done  by  Sir  Anthony  Van  Dyke, 
are  at  the- Broomhill.  My  Lord  dyed  May  l679>  and  my  Lady  anno  l697-  Anno 
1638,  he  builded  on  his  oun  charges  the  new  house  of  Broomhill ; tho’  the  master 
mason  so  far  mistook  the  draught,  my  Lord  being  at  London,  that  he  builded  the 
back  parts  foremost."  Gentle  reader,  doth  not  this  remind  thee  of  many  a modem 
mansion  in  our  own  day  ? 

D • . 


« 
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they  would  have  done  to  a relation  of  yours,  had  they  bin  alive,  and 
you  dead.  The  next,  the  necessity  of  thar  family,  no  less  nor  elevin 
grand  children,  in  a most  sad  and  destitute  condition,  left  on  her  care. 
A good  pension  will  be  worthy  of  the  King’s  bounty,  and  your  friend- 
ship to  the  living  and  the  dead  ; and  is  the  earnest  request  of  your 
most  humble  servant. 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LADERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARIE  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  20  of  Au: 

M.  D.  L. 

I am  necessitat  to  trouble  you  to  give  the  inclosed  to  my  brother ; 
it  seems  some  people  had  the  curiosity  to  intercept  his  letters  to  me, 
who,  I hope,  will  not  be  so  uncivill  as  to  open  yours.  You  will 
pardon  me  this  trouble,  and  will  be  at  the  pains  to  send  his  to  me. 
I have  had  so  many  prufes  of  your  goodnes  to  me,  that  I dare  not 
question  this.  So  : Ie5,:  5 147  J adieu. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ My  Lady  Margaret  Kennedy.”) 
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FOR  YOUR  SELFE. 


Hamilton,  22  of  Jan^' 

M.  D.  L. 

Mine  of  the  18“*  instant  I believe  may  shew  you  your  mistake, 
so  I shall  say  no  more  of  it,  but  that  I did  not  know  you  had  thought 
me  such  ane  : 2% : le  • as  to  have  spoken  so  : 253T7T‘:  2*18  • if  I 

had  said  any  thing  at  all,  and  : ggt : ise : ISa ; 21 : 12 : 217 : ^9  • but  the  in- 
tent of  this  letter  is  to  let  you  know  the  honest  Kircubright  mans 
condition,  whose  fine  imposed  by  the  councill  you  got  the  King  to 
suspend  till  he  give  further  order,  and  you  hoped  then  that  he  would 
within  a few  months  give  a full  discharge  of  it.  Now,  tho  others 
doe  not  trouble  them  presently,  yet  these  who  are  ther  cationers  in 
that  band  which  was  given  in  to  my  Lord  Treasurer,*  persecutes 
them  continually,  and  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  but  ther  geting 
ther  names  from  that  band.  The  honest  man’s  wife  hath  bin  here 
with  me,  and  whatever  you  say  of  my  imthankfullness,  I will  give 
my  great  oath  she  is  not  so  to  neither  the  King  nor  you,  but  prayes 
not  only  for  her  selfe,  but  engages  all  her  friends  and  acquaintances 
to  pray  for  : ^ : and,  trust  me,  I think  these  poore  peo- 

ples prayers  are  more  fervent  and  effectual  nor  many  thousands.  As 
for  her  husband,  tho  he  be  of  : *^9*^30  ‘ : mind  as  to  the  unlawfull- 
ness  of  taking  up  armes  against  the  King,  yet  : I’ls  s Sa:  279  : take  the 
h>-  *.  18S : 46  > i : 25  : 336 . 390  : tho  all  he  had  should  be  unjustly  taken.  If 


* John,  Earl  of  Rothes. 
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you  tliinke  another  petition  necessary  in  order  to  the  full  discharge, 
let  me  know,  and  it  shall  be  sent ; or  if  ther  be  any  thing  amiss  in 
this  inclosed  draught,  let  me  know.  I have  likewise  sent  you  the 
double  of  what  you  sent  formerly,  in  case  you  have  it  not  by  you. 
Adieu.  My  Lady  Duchess  presents  her  service  to  you. 


FOR  YOUR  SELFE. 


Hamilton,  24  JanJ'. 

M.  D.  L. 

I receaved  yours  16*’'  last  night.  Mine  18*  and  22”'*  instant  will 
answer  yours  6*,  so  I need  add  no  more,  but  one  who  could  put  the 
: II , : of  : 3®  . js : 33  = at?  ••  215* : in  my  pocket,  and  : ,77 : thanke  : ,^5  : for 

taking  : ^7  : Hew  Kennedies  : I9 : is ; eo  : could  have  done  so,  if  I 

had  believed  that  story  to  : *'“'‘295  • except  : : had  scene  : 2%  : I 

receaved  the  big  return  you  sent,  and  returnes  you  my  most  humble 
thankes  ; but  I hope  the  poor  gentleman  for  whom  it  is  will  be  very 
sensible  of  the  Kings  goodness  to  him  in  it,  and  of  your  favour.  My 
owne  interest  in  Bathgate  should  make  me  carefull  of  him,  that  he 
be  not  wronged.  Both  by  his  father  and  mother  he  is  my  cousin. 
But  chiefly  that  you  be  not  under  any  imputation  by  my  procure 
ment,  so  soon  as  it  is  past  the  Excheq''.  R.  K.  shall  send  you  it  up, 
imder  his  hand,  that  his  name  is  borrowed  for  Bathgate’s  behoofe, 
tho  I believe  you  doe  not  distrust  Robin  Kennedy  will  make  his 

* This  must  allude  to  the  balloting  act,  which  ruined  the  Earl  of  Middleton. 
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first  purchase  by  stealing  another  mans  land,  from  the  King  espe- 
cially. My  Lady  Duchess  remembers  her  service  to  you.  Adieu. 
Ro:  'N^'^allace  went  from  this  towards  England  on  new  yeares  day, 
but  was  to  stay  some  dayes  at  Carleill. 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


M.  L. 


Hamilton,  22  March. 


I hope  you  wish  that  I would  write  seldomer,  and  not  trouble 
you  with  a company  of  idle  letters.  This  shall  begin  with  humble 
acknowledgments  for  your  care  to  recomend  Mr  Matthew  MakkailU 
to  your  Bishop.  I am  sure  he  and  many  more  will  pray  for  you, 
and  most  of  all  when  you  send  me  a good  answer  to  my  poor  Gal- 
loway folkes  petitions. 

I was  in  hopes  to  have  heard  from  you  by  a boy  of  my  fathers 
that  was  in  Edinburgh,  but  he  is  come  without  any ; for  he  sayes 
Master  Sharpe  was  in  Brounston  ;*  so,  since  you  write  none  to  me  last 
weeke,  I shall  say  no  more  to  you  this,  but  tell  you  my  Lady  is 
well,  and  presents  her  service  to  you.  Adieu,  M.  D.  L. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ Receared  March  24,  1664.”) 


’ A celebrated  preacher,  and  uncle  to  Mr  Hugh  Mackail,  executed  after  the  battle 
of  Pentland. 

* Bnuiston,  a house  near  Musselburgh,  belonging  to  Lord  Lauderdale. 
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Hamiltoo,  21  Apriil. 


M.  D.  L. 

The  mans  name  I mentioned  in  my  last  was  Monsieur  Pettit, 
who  hath  my  Ladies  French  papers  ; and  ther  is  ane  other,  one 
Coan,  that  hath  some  of  them,  that  will  be  directed  to  waitt  on  the 
Lord  Ambassador  to  give  him  information.^  It  is  said  my  Lady 

Carnegy*  is  much  bent  on  going  to  court.  * She  is  said  to  ground 

her  resolve  on  somewhat  : yj,  lo : 19 : le : 1^ : I'o  • in  niy  : ^ : 

M S : ie : ^ ^ :^6o : w : SO : ^ni  Confident  I 133  intended  no 

hurt,  yet  that  hath  made  : 193 . • so  insolent,  there  is  nothing  : 

§10 ; 8^5 : lb”:  : 10 : 849  = tho  really  I I Carriage  to  : l§s , lo  : is  not  cen- 

surable in  my  opinion,  even  by  ther  owne  relation  that  complaines 
of  it ; except  for  that  which  they  complain  not  of,  and  that  is,  that 
: 1^9*3  : gives  the  : i1^  s ^ : 19 : to  : ii : : 29s : li  : too  many  opportunities  : 

which  he  . T can  aasure  you  . . the  King  . nnl-  . he  u r 

48S;  193:  129  • 101  : 78  : 445  • tUat  . 391;  5)33  . UOeS  nOL  inLenU  . 193  ; n ; 10: 

16  : I am  perswaded  of  it,  and  I hope  he  would  auvert  it  if  he  were 

* This  probably  alludes  to  the  claims  of  the  Hamilton  family  respecting  the  duchy 
of  Chatelherault. — Vide  Peerage. 

® Lady  Carnegy,  afterwards  Southesk,  makes  a great  figure  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Count  de  Gramont,  a book  written  with  much  more  wit  than  veracity.  She  seems  to 
have  been  very  unfortunate  in  a jealous  husband ; a friend  such  as  Barbara  Villiers, 
Lady  Castlemaine,  afterwards  Duchess  of  Cleveland ; and  a foe,  like  Lord  Rochester, 
who  hitched  her  into  his  abominable  verses,  at  a time  when  his  poisonous  ink  left  a 
spot  wherever  it  fell.  Some  letters,  addressed  by  this  luckless  lady  to  the  Duke  of 
Lauderdale,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

* It  is  probable  that  133  should  be  233,  which  means  King.  In  this  letter  the  Duke 
has  written  the  meaning  of  five  cyphers  above  them, — 399.  233.  392.  193.  238. 
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told.  I thinke  you  owe  so  much  kindness  to  : 394 . isg . 294 1 137 : gos  : 

I dare  detaine  the  bearer  no  longer  then  to  present  my  Ladies  ser- 
vice to  you.  I say  : .'133 . 147 : Adieu.  M.  K. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“21  Aprill  1664,  L:  M:  Kennedy.”) 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
TO  HIS  MAJESTY  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Abbey,  28  of  June. 

M.  D. 

I was  not  at  all  pleased  with  your  reason  for  not  writing  last 
post  a longer  letter,  for  I doe  not  desire  you  sicke  (tho  it  had  bin 
a just  ground  of  quarrell,  yourselfe  being  sicke)  if  you  should  give 
no  good  return  to  5 or  6 so  serious  letters,  wherin  I am  : ^ ; con- 
cerned : 66 : !^^4  213  ‘ therfor  I beg  of  you  : 421 , : would  : 

: 211  : L.  M,  : 43,  : in  ; i'ja  ?so : « : Is : sae  : and  just  so  behave  ; and  by 
so  doing  you  shall  oblige  : ,^3  ; ™69  • a thousand  times,  nor*  by  any 
thing  could  be  done  for  : Igl : :«i>  • this  is  a trueth,  if  I have  any. 
This  is  with  reference  to  my  former  letters.  By  them  you  may 
judge  what  necessity  ther  is  of  taking  4}6  s 46 : ^ : of  : ^ 

: Is : 4i9ils:  10:30  = I thinke  none  so  fit  as  . ig  : : 10 : 10  : and 

if  : IS : 147  : will  charge  : : with  it,  and  to  : gsg . ^ . 337 . ssg , 214  '• 

: 212  : it  will  prevaill.  I hope  I need  say  no  more,  nor  so  much, 
to  persuade  you  to  do  all  you  can  possibly  for  : : I must 

request  that  you  may  procure  and  send  downe  -the  second  gift  of 
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"Waristons  forfauture  to  Doctor  Burnet  those  poor  relations  of 
thers  are  in  great  straits  ; and  now  my  Lord  Argiles®  business  be- 
ing past,  they  hope  the  difficulty  of  thers  will  not  now  be  so  great 

• 

as  formerly.  My  good  Lady  Rothes,®  with  whom  I have  bin  since 
Thursday,  presents  her  service  to  you  ; she  bids  her  Lord  doe  so 
for  her  every  post,  but  she  fears  he  does  it  not ; : . u?  • write 

• much  and  of  t to  me  • 

• 868  : 71  ? 294  : 16  : 892  : 873  • ^UieU. 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Abbey,  29  of  June. 

M.  D.  L. 

I receaved  yours  25th  from  Highgate  this  night ; Mr  Sharpe 
gave  it  me.  And  to  morrow,  if  the  Duke  will  allow  me,  or  rather 
cause  draw  the  discharge  you  mention,  I shall  send  it  by  this  next 
post,  r intend,  if  the  Lord  will,  to  returne  to  Hamilton  to  morroAV, 
wher  I resolve  to  deliver  your  message  to  my  Lady,  and  to  my 


^ Dr  Gilbert  Burnet,  afterwards  Lady  Margaret’s  husband,  and  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, nephew  to  Sir  Archibald  Johnston,  Lord  Warriston,  who  lost  his  life  for  the 
Covenant,  July  1663. 

* Archibald,  ninth  Earl  of  Argyle,  restored  to  the  earldom,  &c.  which  his  father 
the  Marquis  had  forfeited,  October  1663.  He  was  beheaded  at  the  Cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, 30th  of  June  1685.  • 

^ Lady  Anne  Lindsay,  daughter  of  John,  Earl  of  Crawford  and  Lindsay,  after- 
wards Duchess  of  Rothes. 
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Lord  Arran.^  I am  very  much  joyed  at  your  being  almost  as  well, 
I wish  heartily  as  good  and  better  then  ever  too 

Robin  Kennedy  begs  I would  tell  you  he  had  bin  in  Eden':  at  my 
Lord  Lyon,*  who  told  him  he  knew  you  intended  that  place  for  him, 
which  he  pretends  too,  but  said  he  could  not  put  him  in  possession 
of  that  place  till  he  got  order  from  you  anew.  Therfor  I hope  you 
who  have  done  the  rest  will  doe  that  too.  I humbly  thanke  you  for 
your  long  letter  to  me.  His  Grace  sayes  he  shall  send  ane  paper  to 
me  such  as  is  fit  to  extend  to  me  to  morrow,  that  I may  send  to  you. 
I am  just  now  going  away  from  this,  and  shall  say  no  more  to  my 
: 147  : but  adieu.  M.  K. 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  27  of  September. 

M.  D.  L. 

Tho  I wrote  to  you  on  Saterday  and  yesterday  both,  yet  I write 
againe  to  tell  you,  if  my  other  letter  said  I wondered  how  you  can 
be  in  an  ill  humour  at  Whitehall,  certainly  I meant  to  comprehend 


‘ James,  Earl  of  Arran,  afterwards  Duke  of  Hamilton.  Supposed  to  have  been 
murdered  in  a duel  with  Lord  Mohun,  a notorious  murderer,  15th  of  November, 
1712. 

* Sir  Charles  Erskine,  son  of  Alexander,  Viscount  of  Fenton.  Installed  Lord- 
Lion-King  at  Arms,.  September  1663. 
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Highgate  too/  or  rather  your  friends  in  both,  for  I think  difference 
of  places  else  is  but  a very  airy  matter.  I shall  not  chide  you  for 
what  you  say  you  cannot  help,  and  shall  wish  you  may  be  long 
without  cause  of  grief  knowne  to  your  selfe,  and  as  little  with  me- 
lancholy as  can  be,  for  I do  not  desire  the  cure  you  mention.  Give 
me  leave  at  last  to  returne  you  most  humble  thankes  for  Robin  Ken- 
nedies paper.  He  acknowledges  he  owes  almost  all  his  livelihood  to 
you  in  the  2 places  you  procured  to  him,  and,  in  the  last  especially, 
you  have  obliged  me  as  much  as  him  ; but,  as  you  use  to  say,  all 
you  can  expect  of  me  is  scarce  I thanke  you,  doe  what  you  can  for 
the  most  insignificant  of  your  servants.  M.  K. 

My  Lady  presents  her  service  to  you  m • 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke,  . • 

“ L.  M.  K.  27  Sep:  1664.” 

FFOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LADERDAILE,  SOLE  SECRETARIE  OF 
STATE  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


M.  D.  L. 

I have  heard  just  now  of  my  brothei’s  going  to  London,  but  not 


Hamilton,  5 of  Oct'*'; 


from  my  father,  nor  none  of  his  relations  : 
^“:2H:f9:g7:48*  to  : c formerly  ; but  now  : 


Cassilh 
JSi  : 


* Lord  Lauderdale’s  residence,  near  London. 
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• . me  . T • l>ut  thiuke  , if  . my  Ladle  Cassillis  lie  i 

255  : 60 . 65  • irOin  . 273  . 1 CannOt  . es  : 40S  • it  is  Dy  . 234, . 23s  : 121  : 255  : 30 : 

: suggestions,  for  : n?  «7  : knowes  I never  gave  : 197 . 75^  : directly 
nor  indirectly ; nor  did  I know  it,  till  my  other  husband  : : it 

under  his  hand  to  his  : ^ and  : : hath  : 4I5 ; i|o  ' such  : eh-. 

28 : 265 : ^ = that  witliout  being  a : 125®!’ 416 : ss : 2^0  : could  not  be  : 22  : 

33  : 389  * of  what  : ^3:^'5:30  • but  : ^“21**  • iS  : ^4:2^9:  &:39T  • nOthillg 
must  be  : ^'95  ^ God  may,  hot  all  the  world  cannot  : 193: 25: 

: most  : i"2 , go  i-sSs : 359 : so : 5 = is : 390 : 30  ! this  is  not  worth  your  know- 
ledge, but  you  have  so  much  concern  for  : 273  : that  I must  tell  you 
it  may  cost  you  that  fair  person’s  ill  will,  tho  falser  then  to  owne 
it.  If  you  please  I shall  send  you' the  words  of  : 243  • for  my 

discreet  husband  gave  me  the  : °9:  §•.  h • 5 adieu  : gUk  Iss:  147  Tho 

this  letter  was  written  of  this  date,  yet  loathness  to  give  you  a 
prejudice  at  : 29  : 25  : 8^  * made  me  not  send  it  all  this  time.  If 

264 : ^ : 10 : i°9 : 397  • bc  of  the  mind  he  was,  he  will  : “4^3  : it  most : 233: 

255:**l27  • tO  : 195  • f^l  ^3^  359  : 30  : 67  : 103  • tO  157  t Which  Will  be  SO 

soone  as  the  : . 23 , 30  - over,  who  is  to  be  with  the  : 333 : in  her 

aunt’s  place  ; which  will  be,  I believe,  the  middle  of  the  nixt  month. 
Again  adieu,  : 2^4  ills : 

19  of  October. 


' Lady  Margaret’s  stepmother  was  Lady  Margaret  Hay,  only  daughter  of  William, 
tenth  Earl  of  Errol,  relict  of  Henry,  Lord  Ker,  who  died  in  January  1643,  in  the 
lifetime  of  his  father,  Robert,  first  Earl  of  Roxburgh.  Lady  Cassillis  survived  her 
last  husband. 

* This  letter  is  decy])hered  by  the  Duke  down  to,  ” this  is  not  worth,  &c."  saving 
numbers,  193,  213,  273;  over  323,  is  a scrawl  more  like  pry  than  just.  Subse- 
quently, the  Duke  dec3q)hers  ; 121.  248. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  11  of  March. 


]\I : D : L : 

I have  receaved  yours  25th  FebL  in  which  you  prittily  excuse 
your  not  writing  to  me,  because  you  durst  not,  forsooth,  till  first 
you  had  writen  to  the  Arch  B : for  one  I desired.  It  is  very  well 
you  have  done  it,  I humbly  thanke  you  whatever  the  success  be ; as 
also  for  Mr  Aulds'  paper,  which  he  went  and  presented  to  my 
Lord  Commissioners  Grace,  who  receaved  it  so,  as  him  you  called 
my  good  friend  would  what  came  from  you,  and  said  nothing  ther 
should  exeeme  him  from  being  put  to  tryall.  Alwise  in  end  be  bid 
give  the  paper  to  Sir  Will : Bruce,®  who  took  it,  and  kept  it.  So  Mr 
Auld  entz’eats  me  to  beg  you  may  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  a new 
one  for  him,  under  your  hand,  which  I promised  to  do.  I heare : 
sig'j  is  in  high  snuffe  when  any  word  is  insinuate  of  his  obligation 

. Lauderdale  _„/l  flpriTT-po  -if  . he  is  so  to  none  L-i  . the  king  s friend 

hO  • 2S9:  oenyes  U . I93:aiS:867:S9i,  ars:  DOC  10  . 394:  aas:  SO:  IbS: 

ship  rlfioc  • fliat  ^'”8  LafL  • ”'ore  kind  n e s no  r , you 

384:  110^^  uoes  . 193;  134..  Cnai  233.  natn  . 269:  276:60:2S:4d:8T7:  10:  lOr  . 445; 

SO  sur  : 352;  is  to  stand  only  : 296:  i94:305®:39:8s:8l:  for  God’s  sake,  en- 
devour  to  persuade  : to  §fo:  Is*  is-.sei-.  °9: 8i4:  so:  or  I much  feare 

^ A Mr  Robert  Auld  of  Hill,  appears  in  the  list  of  those  within  the  Sheriffdom  of 
Air,  who  were  lined  by  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  I662.  His_^fine  was  twelve  hundred 
pounds. 

* Collector  of  the  fines,  under  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  Rothes. 
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we  will:  70:^.g“iS  they  are  now:  i8^s88:i6S:  and:  i^..^8:27:  ^7  ^il 
as  much  as  by:  I shall  say  no  more  but : i-64:i^ru7: 

adieu. 

(This  letter  is  decyphered  by  the  Duke,  saving  numbers  352.  259»  276.  32.  18. 
364.  19-  214.  30.  27.  330.  67-  30.  264.  133.  147.) 


Hamilton,  13  of  March. 

M.  D.  L. 

Since  my  last  on  Saturday,  I had  yours  of  28  Feb’’,  and  have  just 
now  told  Mr  William  Hamilton  what  you  say  as  to  him,  but  I find 
the  Ar : B.  severity  to  him  is  avowedly  on  a very  strong  ground, 
which  is,  because  upon  the  Dean,  Mr  James  Kamsayes^  desire,  Mr 
Will : came  and  baptized  Lord  John  Hamilton,^  the  Deane  being 
necessarily  absent  at  his  sister’s  marriage.  Neither  my  Lady  Duchess 
nor  her  Lord,  bid  Mr  Ramsay  doe  so,  nor  knew  he  had  done  it  till 
the  child  was  hornef  should  they  have  employed  another,  doubtless, 
that  had  bin  another  crime  too  ! but  now  the  Presbitry,  as  they  call 
them,  have  delayed  him,  while  ther  sinod,  w“’  is  to  sit  on  the  5 of 
Aprill,  and  I must  beg  a letter  for  Mr  William  to  the  Arch  B.  against 
that  day.  The  rather  because  his  crim  is,  I suppose,  because  I went 


^ James  Ramsay,  rector  of  Hamilton,  and  dean  of  Glasgow  ; he  was  subsequently 
promoted  to  the  sees  of  Dunblane  and  Ross. 

® Lord  John  Hamilton,  afterwards  Earl  of  Ruglen,  was  baptised  at  Hamilton 
26th  of  January  1665. 

^ Sic  in  MS. 
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to  heare  him,  and  sie  the  child  baptized,  to  the  church  ; and  such 
is  the  Bishops  charity,  to  grudge  me  that  one  sermon  in  more  nor  a 
quarter  of  a yeare.  I hope  I need  say  no  more  of  this,  else  I should 
tell  you  Mr  William  hath  the  honour  of  being  the  fair  Mrs  Stew- 
arts^ near  kinsman  ; her  father  and  his  mother  were  cousinger- 

^ Frances  Terese,  afterwards  Ducliess  of  Lennox  and  Richmond.  La  belle  Stew- 
art of  Count  Hamilton,  the  Fair  Armida  of  Dryden,  and  the  admiration  of  a court, 
which,  if  we  may  trust  the  pencil  of  Lely,  abounded  in  every  personal  charm.  Count 
Anthony,  who  is  never  greatly  to  be  relied  upon,  gives  Miss  Stewart  the  character 
of  an  immodest  idiot,  though  the  whole  circumstances  of  her  intercourse  with  the 
King  prove  the  direct  contrary ; and  the  following  letters,  addressed  to  her  cousin. 
Lord  Blantyre,  the  originals  of  which  are  in  the  possession  of  his  family,  show  that 
she  could  at  least  write  common  sense,  and  for  the  ladies  of  her  time,  without  much 
grammatical  impropriety. 

Whitehall,  May  2d,  1685. 

My  Lobd, 

I am  very  glad  to  heer  y‘  you  continew  still  in  the  same  good  resolutions  of  serveing 
his  Majesty,  and  in  that  way  which  most  becomes  an  honest  man,  a good  subject,  and 
a Stuart.  I have,  my  Lord,  according  to  your  desire,  wrot  to  my  I.ord  Advocate, 
and  I dare  presume  to  say  y‘  you  will  find  him  very  kind  to  you,  and  most  cordiall 
and  friendly  in  his  advise.  I did  not  speak  off  you,  my  Lord,  to  my  L**  Chancelor 
when  he  was  in  England,  because  I had  not  y®  opertunity,  for  he  had  perpetuall 
buisness  w***  the  King,  while  he  was  heere ; tho  notwithstanding  he  did  me  the  fevor 
to  come  twice  to  my  lodgings,  but  I had  y®  missfortune  to  be  then  from  home.  But 
as  I take  it,  my  Lord,  'tis  now,  at  this  time,  in  y'  own  hands  to  recomende  y^selfe 
both  to  my  L**  Chancelor,  and  every  other  honest,  loyall  person,  by  y'  behavior  in 
Parliment,  w®**  I cannot  now  doubt  of  its  being  what  it  ought  to  be ; and  y*  all  the 
good  fortune  imaginable  may  follow  it,  is  the  hearty  wishes  of. 

My  Lord, 

« * 

Y'  faithfull  humble  secute,  and  affectionate  coussin. 

For  the  Lord  of  Blantyre,  F.  Lenox  & Richmond. 

att  Edinburgh. 


i 


\ 
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mans.  I shall  say  no  more,  but  beg  you  may  get  that  paper  for 
the  taxations  as  soone  as  is  possible,  and  send  it  to  me.  My  Lady 
presents  her  service  to  you:  Sli:  irslsi?:  adieu. 

Whilehall,  Aug*  5llu 

My  Lord, 

I received  two  of  yours,  in  you  desired  me  to  represent  you  to  his  as 
one  y‘  was  well  affected  both  to  him  and  his  government ; and  sayed  all,  y*  ye 
Chancelor  then  in  being,  (w'^’*  was  y®  Earle  of  Aberdeene,)  would  second  me  in  it ; 
therefore,  as  long  as  he  was  in  England,  I expected  still  when  he  would  lett  me 
heere  from  him  as  to  Lo®’'?’*  concerns,  and  concluding  likewise  y*  what  shoidd  come 
from  such  a great  statesman,  and  one  too  in  y*  part  y‘  he  was  then,  would  have  had 
a great  and  considerable  inllewence  as  to  the  doeing  you  servis : but  instead  of  y‘,  I 
never  soe  much  as  saw  my  L**  Aberdeene  all  y®  while  he  was  heere,  nor  heard  one 
word  from  him  in  any  kind.  But  I hope  notw^’standing  he  kept  lus  word  w"*  you, 
and  then  you  will  not  need  y®  small  servis  I am  able  to  do  you,  if  I were  iu  y®  way 
of  doing  it,  w®**  God  knows  I am  not,  for  many  reasons ; and,  particularly,  in  y‘  I 
have  never  bene  at  Windsor  but  one  day  all  this  whole  suliier,  and  then  I had  noe 
opertunity  neyther  of  speaking  to  y®  King;  but  when  soe  ere  I have.  I’ll  lett  his 
Ma*y  and  his  R.  Highness  both  know,  what  letters  I have  had  from  my  of  Blan- 
tyre;  for  I must  confess,  y®  last  time  I heard  them  to  name  you  'twas  much  to  my 
trouble,  for  ’twas  to  tell  me,  how  ill  my  cossin  had  behaved  himself  in  y®  Parliment, 
w®**  mee  thought  was  a strange  and  a sad  heering  of  a subject,  espetially  of  a Stuart. 
That  name,  my  Lord,  I hope  (w®**  you  ChaveU  y®  honour  to  bear)  will  putt  you  often 
in  mind  of  your  dpty  to  y®  King ; and  both  your  consiance  and  honour  will  for  y®  fu- 
ture make  you  so  abhor  any  consill  w®**  may  be  contrary  to  that,  as  never  to  looke 
on  any  one  heereaffter  to  be  y®  friend,  y‘  shall  give  you  advice  contrary  to  that  w®** 
now  comes  most  cordially  from 

Y®  affectionat  cossin,  and  ^ 

Humble  servante, 

F.  Lenox  & Richmond. 


For  the  Lord  of  Blantyre. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDALE  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  18  of  March. 

M.  D.  L. 

I receaved  yours,  7th  instant,  with  3 papers  inclosed.  My  Lady 
Duchess  returnes  you  many  thankes  for  these  papers  of  Arkinlasses. 
I acknowledge  your  goodness  to  me  too,  in  sending  them  downe,  at 

Aug*  if  21j/. 

My  Lohd, 

I hope  you  will  excuse  me  y*  I have  not  yet  answered  last,  but  indeed  y®  very 
ill  health  I have,  renders  me  incapable  of  doing  any  great  bussness,  tho’  I have  that 
w**  is  of  concerne  to  me  in  both  the  kingdoms ; and  by  not  only  writing,  w**  hurts 
my  hand  much,  and  increases  my  vapours,  but  even  the  thinking  of  bussness  does 
make  me  a great  deal  worse.  In  the  first  place,  my  Lord,  I must  give  you  thanks 
for  all  the  trouble  you  give  yourselfe  in  my  aflfairs,  and  I shall  l>e  alwayes  ready  to 
serve  you  in  what  shall  lye  in  my  power  and  capacity.  As  to  what  you  writ  to  me 
of  the  D.  of  Lenox  selling  his  estate,  I had  heard  noething  of  it  before,  saving  a cer- 
tain piece  of  ground  w'**  my  L^  Ross  writ  word  to  Gray  he  had  purchased  of  him, 
(abaiting  7 years  for  my  liferent,)  and  now  he  desires  I will  sell  him  y*  too;  but 
my  answer  to  it  was,  y‘  untill  Sir  Jo.  Maxwells  tacke  was  ended  I could  not  deale 
with  him  for  it ; and,  therefore,  till  then  desired  to  be  excused,  even  so  much  as  the 
treating  about  it.  All  this  I told  my  cousin  Murehead,  and  desired  him  by  that 
same  post  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  with  it;  as  alsoe,  that  I could  not  tell  how  my 
purse  would  be  able  to  purchase  y®  revertion  of  any  lands  w**  were  to  be  sold  ; that 
I found  my  ability  ^jould  not  equall  my  desire  in  y‘  pint,  but  y*  if  )’*■  LoP  would 
send  me  an  exact  rentall  of  the  wholl  estate,  I sh**  be  better  able  to  guess  av*  I may 
have  to  compass  in  y‘  affaire.  I have  had  so  much  wors  health  this  sumer  than  2 or 
3 last  past,  y‘  I have  not  once  bine  in  my  coach  to  ayre  as  I was  formerly  used  to 
doe.  I was  again  lett  blood  yesterday ; and,  of  lait,  have  bine  soe  extreamly  often,  as 
y*  only  remedy  by  w®**  I find  ease.  I hope  y®  goats  milk  has  agreed  as  well  as  usually 
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least  the  sooner  that  I remembered  you,  that  it  was  conducing  for 
the  good  of  my  Lady  Duchess  family.  I am  sure  it  may.  I hope 
it  will.  I cannot  fancy,  nor  my  Lady  neither,  how  it  should  be 
difficult,  that  other  bussiness  ; for  if  her  Lord  have  not  power  to 
treat,  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  any  thing  of  it,  for  it  will  be 
impossible  to  get,  in  treating,  at  most  but  marks  for  pounds  due, 
and  if  he  get  it  not,  I meane  that  comission,  the  people  they  employ 
will  take  up  so  much  for  wages,  that  the  income  will  be  little.  Pray 
therfor  deall  effectually  that  the  comission  may  be  gotten  ; but  with 
all,  what  compliment  give  you  me  ? When  you  tell  me  you  think 

with  my  Blantyre,  and  y*  now  she  has  as  perfect  health  as  she  is  always  wished, 
by  her  and  y* 

Most  faithful!  servante,  and  most  affectionatt  cousine, 

R. 

I wish  you  joy,  my  L^,  of  y^  nephews  marriage ; and,  by  y®  young  ladys  pretty- 
ness  and  discreet  behavior  when  I saw  her.  I’d  not  doubt  but  she  will  make  him  happy. 
I have  given  my  cousin  the  best  advice  I am  capable  of,  and  he  promises  to  follow 
it,  and  to  be  a very  very  good  husband.  He  told  me,  too,  he  had  taken  care  to 
have  the  dozen  pound  of  chocolate,  I sent  to  my  Lady  Blantyre,  putt  up  in  a lathir 
box,  which  was,  as  I told  him,  the  only  way  to  keep  it  from  wett  or  dampness,  eyther 
of  w'**  would  spoyle  it  quite.  I hope  it  is  gott  safe  and  well  to  your  Ladys  hands, 
and  y*  she  will  like  it  so  well  as  to  comand  more  of  it. 

Hugh  has  not  yet  writt  one  word  to  Gray,  as  he  told  y'  LoP  he  would  do,  about 
y*  account  of  w'  was  done  in  my  alfayers  at  Dunbarton ; nor  will  he  send  up  his 
accounts  off  money  y‘  is  in  his  hands  of  mine.  He  has  never' cleared  any  with  me 
since  Enterkine  died ; and  I know  he  has  since  y‘  received  severall  sums  from  my 
vassals  y',  w®**  I expect  an  exact  account  of,  and  will  have  it  too,  or  else  put  ano- 
ther agent  to  serve  me  in  his  place,  who  shall  account  for  every  penny ; for  w‘  I give 
I give,  but  I will  not  have  ])eople  to  be  theyre  own  carvers  out  of  my  purse.  When 
you  shall  see  him,  my  Lord,  I desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  tell  him  this. 

F 
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so  long  for ; 194:  being  away  one  : more,  nor  for  never  seeing, 

273:  in  ^'^:24S!  vvliat  sliould  I say  to  this  2 judge  your  selfe.  I shall 
only  present  my  Ladies  service  to  you,  sjel:  U7:  adieu. 


Hamilton,  20  of  March. 

M.  D.  L. 

I wrote  to  you  on  Saturday  to  do  all  you  can  to  procure  that 
comission  to  the  Duke,  which  I formerly  sent  you  ; but  withall  I 
must  conjure  you,  when  you  have  done  it,  to  procure : ei  ifS”: 

King  com  m and  in  him  . imployit  for  pay  in  . de  b t +Via  . hou 

238:103  : 24:71:215:195:10-  151 : 212 : 161 : 31 1 : 215:  tU6  . 125  82:16:  OI  me.  19J  . 

so:&:  of : othcrwisc,  beside  what  I wrote  to  you  last  yeare,  I 

have  ground  to  ; i7a:i93:«5:  not  doe  so,  but  even  : 266 214 : and: 
212:  thei’for  the  : ^3.  “‘I  must  be  to  doe  it  at  the  sight  of : such 

as  : 206:‘^i2i‘fsi5.so:to  1 W:  or  clsc  of  such  as  : shall  ap- 

point, but  I thinke  the  first  best.  Let  both  papers  be  of  one  date, 
that  it  may  appear  only  : 2^®,  3*0 : goodness,  and  care  of  the  family.  If 
ther  be  a necessity  of  giving  it  to  him  : «3:ti^  210 : both  have  much 
reason  to  doe  this,  for  I heard  him  say  he  knew  no  : nor 

her  family  had  to  : them.  All  I shall  add  is  to  desire  if  the 

Laird  of  Airths  gift  of  his  escheit  be  sought  by  Alsadgyins,*  he  is 
in  the  states  of  Hollands  service,  tho  he  is  coming  home,  and  hath 
his  only  child  marryed  to  a Hamilton.  I am  desired  to  doe  this  by 
my  Lady  Duchess  and  her  Lord.  Adieu,  2^:  is":  m-. 


‘ Id  est,  Alsatians. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAAVDERDALL,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


M.  D.  L. 


Hamilton,  25  of  March. 


Tho  I heard  not  since  7th  instant  from  you,  nor  that  you  were 
well,  except  on  the  11th  that  Jo  : Kirkwood  told  me  so,  I shall  be 
glad  to  have  that  repeated  often  till  I sie  you,  if  I ever  doe  so,  which 
I still  doubt.  I have  many  times  repeated  part  of  the  subject  of 
my  last  of  1 8th  and  20th  instant,  and  shall  now  spare  doing  so,  as 
I should  writing,  till  I heard,  were  it  not  you  would  think  me 
angry,  which  I am  not.  . 

After  I had  written  this  much  on  Saterday,  I receaved  yours  of 
18,  wherin  you  say  you  began  your  letter  with  a fasting  stomake, 
at  5 a cloke  at  night.  I am  sorry  you  should  be  so  weary  of  life 
and  health  as  to  take  so  wild  a course  to  destroy  both,  as  to  want 
meat  so  long.  Sure  my  Lady  Lauderdale*  is  not  at  Whitehall,  or  you 
should  have  it  thrust  down  your  throat  with  my  consent,  ere  you 
wanted  meat  so  long.  If  it  be  : carriage  you  could  easily 

satisfy  me  in,  I have  so  great  a mind  to  justify  him,  that  it  were 
soone  done  ; but  most  people  ar  not  so.  That  I write  is  so  true. 


1 Lady  Anne,  second  daughter  of  Alexander,  first  Earl  of  Home.  The  Countess 
of  Lauderdale  died  at  Paris,  in  the  year  167I,  after  a very  short  illness,  and  was 
buried,  says  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  “ as  Vice-Queen  of  Scotland,  in  great  state." 
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that  if : ssii'?!:  T : 2i4:go7s  10:  be  not  soone : 307.  cJ.  i it  will 

be  rued  by  us  all  when  we  cannot  mend  it,  I feare.  I shall  say  no 
more,  but  present  my  Ladies  service  to  you  : 2^:  laS’i  U7:  adieu. 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDAL,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  4 of  AprilL 

M.  D.  L. 

I have  just  now  got  Mr  Kirkwood’s  letter  28  March,  to  tell  me 
you  were  well ; so  18th  March  I had  a letter  for  all  last  month,  so 
once  a month  may  come  to  one  in  20  in  due  time  ; but  I will  not 
quarrell,  for  I am  to  solicit,  or  rather  to  remember  you  to  continue 
your  former  goodness  to  Mrs  Maxwells  husband.  Major  Ker,  in  re- 
lation to  that  place  Mr  Mellvill  had,  of  Master  of  the  King’s  carriages. 
I am  confident,  if  you  had  not  my  desire  to  this,  her  concern  in  it 
would  be  argument  enough  ; and  the  more,  that  it  may  be  not  only 
a meane  of  livelihood  to  her  poor  child  if  he  live,  but  may  procure 
her  the  more  tollerable  life  in  the  meane  time  ; therfor,  I beg  you 
may  doe  all  that  is  possible  to  you  to  get  them  this  signatur  pass- 
ed : stl.ia"u7i  adieu. 


TO  JOHN,  EARL  OF  LAUDERDALE. 
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FOR  THE  EARL  OF  LAWDERDALL,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  6 of  June. 

M.  D.  L. 

This  is  only  to  tell  you,  Thursday  come  8 dayes  will  make  it  near 
a month  since  the  16  of  May,  w'**  was  the  date  of  your  last.  Your 
friends  heer  are  well,  blessed  be  God ! I have  seen,  but  not  heard, 
the  comand  for  to  morrowis  fast,  and  would  thinke  it  a great  crim 
to  disobey  that  comand,  we  are  so  seldome  charged.  I wish  prayer 
be  not  too  late  to  prevent  judgment;  but,  however,  I am  sure  we 
all  need  both  to  fast  and  pray,  and  to  put  away  the  evill  that  is  in 
our  heads,  and  hearts  too,  else  many  prayers  will  hasten,  not  hold 
off  judgements.  But  I must  leave  this : 2*24 : : u? : adieu. 


FOR  YO'  LORDSHIP. 


Hamilton,  10  of  June. 

M.  D.  L. 

This  is  because  my  Lady  Duchess  thinks  you  have  as  little  ill 
will  at  my  hand  as  hers,  that  I say  what  she  would,  which  is  this. 
They  hear  that  ther  is  a convention  of  Estates  to  be  for  imposing 
a taxation  on  the  country  for  his  Majestie’s  service ; and  seeing  no 
liklihood  of  geting  ther  precept  payed  another  way,  her  Lord  de- 
sires to  be  appointed  collector  of  that  taxation  which  is  to  be  im- 
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posed,  tliat  so,  if  ther  be  any  thing  ower,  they  may  get  payment  of 
some  part  of  that  precept  which  they  have  on  the  Exchequer.  My 
Lady  desires  and  expects  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  effectuate  this, 
because  it  may  be  a meane  of  good  to  her  family ; and  you  know 
how  much  I am  interested  in  the  good  both  of  her  and  it.  She  de- 
sirs  me  to  tell  you,  she  resolves  to  give  you  the  trouble  to  send  her 
letters  for  her  sister  to  you,  and  hes  desired  her  to  doe  the  same.  She 
bids  me  give  you  a fine  compliment  for  her,  which  I cannot  doe  to 
you ; but  if  it  were  to  him  yeu  call  my  friend,  I could.  But  truth 
to  you  is  above  all  compliment : : 147 : adieu. 

FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAMD. 

• Hamilton,  12  of  June. 

M.  D.  L. 

I receaved  yours  1st  instant,  and  Mr  Kirkwoods  6th,  which 
brought  the  news  of  the  begining  of  the  victory ; w**  is  this  day 
confirmed  from  Edin'*'  to  be  a totall  route  of  the  Dutch,  with  the 
loss  of  a few  of  his  Majesties  subjects.  Tho  some  of  those  be  great 
persons,  yet  if  the  Inglish  nobility  be  no  better  nor  ours  heer,  both 
sp(iritual)  and  temporall,  it  had  bin  little  skaith  if  a farre  greater 
number  had  bin  lost  in  obtaining  such  a victory  to  the  King; 
whom  I pray  God  to  bless  and  preserve.  So  adieu : sei  ^ • 1+7  • 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ “12  Jun.  1665.  L.  M.  K.”) 


TO  JOHN,  EARL  OF  LAUDERDALE. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  8 of  July. 

M.  D.  L. 

’ You  call  me  ill  natured,  but  really  importunity  hath  prevailed 
with  me  to  give  you  this  trouble,  for  one  who  hath  oft  made  me 
trouble  you  this  time  12  month,  poor  Mrs  Givan  ; it  is  to  be  plea- 
sed to  procure  for  her  the  gift  of  a mercat  day  in  the  weeke  from 
his  Majesty.  She  sayes  it  will  be  a meane  of  much  good  to  her, 
and  her  poore  little  ones,  and  she  hopes  you  have  been  so  compas- 
sionate to  her  formerly,  you  wiU  adde  this  goodness  to  the  rest.  • I 
am  confident  she  does,  and  will  pray  for  you;  and  the  blessing  of 
the  widow  and  fatherless  is  well  worth  the  having.  I shall  use  no 
moe  arguments  to  press  it,  but  that  it  will  wrong  nor  prejudge  no 
creature.  I said  all  I could  to  persuade  her  to  use  some  others  in- 
tercession with  you,  but  could  not  prevaile.  You  know  my  relation 
to  her.  Adieu  : 26l 


Hamilton,  17  of  Sep'*'- 

M.  D.  L. 

I had  yours  10th  instant  yesterday.  Sure  I did  not  quarrell  for 
your  making  Mr  Kirkwood  write  when  you  could  not,  but  for  not 
writing  yourselfe,  when  you  may.  I hope  you  will  grant  I have 
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reason  to  complaine,  that,  contrary  to  your  promise,  you  have  never 
procured  that  order  to  my  Lord  Ambassador  Hollis  from  the  King, 
to  recomend  my  Lady  Duchess  French  business  to  the  King  of 
France  earnestly.  It  is  Mo’’.  Pettite  who  follows  it  ther.  But  that 
which  shall  he  my  constant  theame  so  long  as  I live,  till  it  be  grant- 
ed, is  the  paying  of  that  debt  which  is  to  be  payed  out  of  the  Scots 
Exchequer  to  my  Ladyes  family ; wher,  besides  the  justice  of  the 
desire,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  it,  if  kindness  to  your  friends 
will  not,  I am  resolved  to  try  if  importunity  will  prevaill,  to  make 
you  deall  effectually  with  the  King.  I can  hardly  choose  but  hope 
it  will,  except  I think  you  worse  nor  the  injust  judge.  Upon  hear- 
ing of  E(arl)  Rothes  journey,  the  Dulce  wrote  to  my  Lady,  that  she 
might  write  to  E{arl)  Rothes  to  speak  to  the  King  on  her  behalfe ; 
and  she  bid  me  aske  you,  if  you  thought  his  assistance  would  be 
necessary  to  you,  and,  if  so,  she  would  write.  Now,  one  word  in 
answer  to  yours,  3^  instant.  You  say  people,  by  unneccessary  ac- 
tions, should  not  brake  lawes,  and  bring  troubles  on  themselves.  1. 
Farr  most  of  those  people  at  Eglishim  had  none,  as  E(ai*l)  Eglin- 
ton®  and  his  son  are  ready  to  prove ; and  all  ther  oathes  were  ta- 


^ Denzil,  Lord  Hollis,  second  son  to  John,  first  Earl  of  Clare ; at  one  period  a 
strenuous  reformer ; after  the  Restoration,  in  favour  with  King  Charles  the  Second. 
His  Memoirs,  in  which  he  attempts  to  prove  that  Cromwell  was  a coward,  and  that 
the  Scots  were  blameless  as  to  selling  the  blood  of  King  Charles  the  First,  are  writ- 
ten with  much  vivacity,  and  now  undeservedly  neglected. 

* Hugh,  seventh  Earl  of  Eglintonne,  who  fought  among  the  royalists  at  Marston 
Moor,  when  his  father,  nicknamed  Gray  Steel,  was  on  .the  opposite  side;  his  brother, 
General  Robert  Montgomery,  however,  adopted  the  politicks  of  Earl  Alexander,  and 
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ken,  if  of  that  parish  or  not ; and  who  were  not,  tho  they  told  they 
had  no  ministers,  were  fined.  And  just  so  were  they  used  at  the 

distinguished  himself  as  a soldier  in  the  army  of  the  Parliairient.  The  following  cu- 
rious document  respecting  a maid  servant  of  liis,  though,  perhaps,  out  of  place  here,  is 
well  worthy  of  preservation,  and  now  for  the  first  time  printed.  For  another  account 
of  this  strange  affair,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Law’s  Memorialls.  ^ 

“ Ane  Accompt  of  the  raising  the  Devill,  by  a Servant  in  Generall 
Major  Montgommerie’s  House,  in  the  West  Country,  in  February, 
1682.” 

“ Upon  the  10  day  of  Februarie,  1682,  Margaret  Dowgall  confessed  that  shee 
raised  y«  Devill.  The  manner  and  circumstances  of  the  whole  matter  are  as  fol- 
loweth. 

“ Their  wes  some  linnings  in  the  house  lost,  and  shee,  by  some  of  the  servant  wo- 
men, wes  blamed  for  taking  of  y“  ; att  which  shee,  (having  losed  something  herself,) 
wes  mightily  enraged,  and  said  in  the  kitchen,  before  noon,  in  the  audience  and  pre- 
sence of  two  or  three  persons,  that  ere  twelve  a clock  att  night  shee  wold  know  who 
had  taken  thesse  linnings.  Whereupon  shee  began,  and  showed  them  how  shee  could 
raise  the  devill ; and,  taking  the  coall  ridle  in  her  hand,  said,  ‘ I must  put  it  three 
tymes  withershins  about,  then  cast  it  down  on  the  ground;  I must  draw  a score  about 
it,  and  if  any  person  please  to  come  within  the  score,  and  ginp  doss  to  my  back,  they 
may  see  without  any  danger.’  Then,  said  shee,  ‘ I am  to  have  three  black  feathers  to 
cast  in  his  face ; but  if  he  gett  three  tymes  withershins  about,  he  will  take  the  person 
itself.’  Next  shee  said,  ‘ I must  chap  with  my  heell  upon  the  ground,  saying,  Gett 
up,  you  doge  ! having  my  book  all  the  whyle  by  me ; then,  flynging  the  feathers  in  hie 
face,  I must  knock  again,  and  say.  Begone,  you  doge  I and  so  he  will  go  away.’ 

“ After  this,  about  three  a clock,  shee  told  the  little  boyes  in  the  kitchen,  shee  wes 
going  into  the  brewhouse  to  raise  the  devill,  and  bid  them  have  a dishfull  of  watter 
readie,  and  when  shee  knocked  att  the  door  to  give  them  warning,  if  they  wold  then 
look  into  the  watter,  they  should  see  both  the  sunne  and  the  moon,  (though,  shee  not 
giving  them  warning,  they  saw  no  such  thing,  haveing  tryed  it).  Before  shee  went 
into  the  brewhouse,  shee  asked  of  her  fellow  servant,  Jean  Auld,  the  key  of  the  door, 
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Kirke  of  Stewarton  Sonday  was  sennight ; but  with  this  difference, 
hardly  was  ther  any  ther,  beside  the  parish,  but  such  as  wanted 

which  slice  gave  her.  Shee  asked  for  the  riddle,  and  her  New  Testament ; shee  said, 
they  were  both  in  the  brewhouse.  The  said  Jean  leaving  her  for  some  space,  the 
little  boyes  that  wer  in  the  kitchen  saw  that  shee  was  in  the  brewhouse,  and  the  door 
shutt ; though  twice  in  end  shee  came  out  of  the  brewhouse  to  the  kitchen,  all  sha- 
*king  and  trembling,  girning  with  her  mouth  as  the  boyes  affirmed,  and  in  a great  con- 
fusion called,  ‘ Quickly  pull  me  some  feathers  out  of  the  black  cock’s  tail  1’ — ^which 
the  boyes  did.  The  said  Jean  coming  afterward  with  some  straw  to  the  door,  saw  her 
going  into  the  kitchen  ; and,  looking  into  the  door,  shee  saw  the  riddle  lying  flat,  and 
the  Bible,  with  its  face  douneward,  lying  upon  the  back  of  the  riddle,  and  Dowgall 
coming  in  to  the  brewhouse  shaking  and  trembling,  and  looking  alse  pale  as  the  clay. 
Shee  said,  ‘ O,  I am  feared ; if  I wanted  all  the  world  after  this,  I shall  never  raise 
him  again which  amazed  the  poor  lasse,  saying,  ‘ What  sayes  thou  ? hast  thou  raised 
the  devill?’ — ‘ Yes,’  said  shee;  ‘ and  I pray  thee  hold  of  that  place,  for  I knocked 
upon  it  with  my  heell.’  In  end,  shee  was  so  extremely  terrified  that  shee  was  lyke 
to  faint ; and  Jean  offering  her  a drink,  shee  took  a little  of  it,  and  grew  somewhat 
better,  though  shee  was  yet  much  consteniate  apd  frighted  ; for,  going  in  to  the  kitch- 
en, shee  could  not  sitt  or  stand  in  one  place,  hot  sometymes  leaning  herself,  at  other 
tymes  running  out  and  in  again.  The  lasse  desyring  her,  shee  cast  herself  over  upon 
her  bed  ; and  some  of  the  servants  giving  me  notice,  shee  acknowledged  to  me  upon 
demand,  that  being  provocked  with  the  slander  of  stealling  some  cloaths,  shee  was  moved 
in  her  passion  to  attempt  that  hellish  act  of  casting  the  riddle,  and  raising  the  devill, 
to  inform  her  about  thesse  things  lost,  although  shee  did  not  expect  that  Satan  should 
personally  appear  to  her,bot  only  shee  wold  try  what  wold  be  the  event  of  thesse  channes 
with  her,  which  shee  had  severall  tymes  seen  others  use  in  raising  up  that  fowll  spirit. 
However  shee  said,  that  in  effect,  he  did  appear  three  tymes  upon  heriiseingof  thesse 
chai'mes ; viz.  she  took  the  riddle,  and  wheeling  it  three  tymes  witliershins  about,  laid 
it  down  on  the  ground,  and  having  read  a part  of  the  19  verse  of  the  19  chapter  of 
Revelation*  backward,  shee  laid  the  Bible  upon  the  riddle.  The  first  tyme  shee  called 
him  up  to  the  midle,  with  thesse  words,  stamping  with  her  heell  upon  the  ground, 

‘ get  up,  you  doge !’  upon  which  the  floor  of  the  house  quacked,  and,  as  shee  thought, 


* Another  relatione  calls  it  the  verse  of  y*  chapter. 
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ministers,  because  severall  of  the  most  populous  parishes  ther  hath 

ther  ministers  lately  put  out,  and  none  put  in  ther  rooms.  Those 

• 

did  open  where  he  rose.  He  had  upon  his  head  ane  old  cape,  some  litle  hlack  liare 
•ticking  out,  and  some  cloathes  upon  him.  Then  shee  quickly  asked  him,  saying,  I 
want  such  things,  who  hath  them  ? And  he  giving  her  some  answer,  shee  flung  three 
black  feathers  in  his  face,  (which  shee  had  newly  pulled  out  of  a quick  cock’s  taill,) 
saying,  ‘ Begone,  you  doge  I’ — whereupon  he  disappeared.  By  this  shee  was  much 
aflFrighted,  yet  not  daring  to  transgresse  the  score,  till  shee  had  made  ane  end  of  ask- 
ing him  all,  least  he  should  have  taken  herself,  shee  began  and  read  a little  more  back- 
ward ; and  then  on  the  second  tyme  shee  called  upon  him  as  formerly,  and  he  did  ryse 
more  then  to  the  midle,  and  after  shee  had  asked  her  question,  and  he  giving  some  an- 
swer, shee  wanted  her  feathers  through  fear,  whereupon  with  ane  gapeing  mouth,  and 
cloven  tongue,  he  said,  ‘ if  thou  hast  nothing  to  cast  att  my  mouth,  I have  something  to 
cast  att  thine.’  But  after  some  seeking,  shee  got  the  feathers,  and  casting  them  att 
him,  he  evanished.  It  is  very  observable,  that  about  this  tyme  the  servants  of  the 
house  affirm  they  saw  the  doges  running  about  the  house,  howlling  and  making  a 
great  noyse  ; one  of  them  creeping  in  at  a window,  and  another  going  to  the  back  of 
the  house  where  shee  wes,  and  putting  his  mouth  att  a hole  in  the  wall,  made  a great 
noyse.  But  calling  him  up  the  3d  tyme,  he  rose  up  in  all  his  body,  being  naked,  save 
on  legge,  his  foot  being  formed  lyke  a swynis,  having  withall  a black  taill  behind ; and 
shee  bidding  him  ‘ begone  Judas,’  he  evanished,  saying,  that  if  he  gott  no  other  prey,  the 
next  tyme  he  rose,  than  the  feathers,  he  would  take  herself.  After  shee  had  told  me  all 
this,  I asked  her  how  shee  could  lay  the  devill  without  giving  him  a lyfe  ? Shee  answer- 
ed me,  ‘ Doe  ye  not  know  that  there  is  blood  and  lyfe  in  a new  pulled  soft  feather  ?’  I ask- 
ed ner  if  shee  was  not  affraid  lest  the  devill  should  take  her  away,  and  God  give  her  up 
to  him,  seeing  shee  adored  and  worshipped  him,  speaking  to  him  so  familiarly  ? Shee 
said  that  ministers  would  do  the  same  ; and  that  though  shee  did  such  a thing,  yet 
shee  alwayes  keeped  her  heart  and  trust  to  God.  Shee  told  me,  moreover,  that  shee 
had  been  witness  to  the  using  of  this  art  many  tymes  in  Ireland,  and  that  old  Doctor 
Colvill  learned  her  and  several  others,  hot  shee  never  did  it  herself  before  now. 

Irving,  Februarie  1682. 

Upone  ane  report  that  one  Margaret  Dowgall  had,  upon  the  I0**>  of  the  s'*  month,  used 
the  devillish  art  of  turning  the  riddle,  raising  the  devill,  and  consulting  him  about  stol- 
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roads  you  speake  of  had  not  so  good  a place  in  my  opinion,  as  ser- 
ving  God  at  the  Church  according  to  the  lawes  is.  I cannot  say  but 
people  who  indures  this,  and,  instead  of  redress,  are  threatned  daily 
with  worse,  are  well  conditioned  if  they  hold  on.  I shall  say  no 
more,  but  present  my  Ladies  service  to  you.  Adieu.  I hope  it  is 
not  sickness,  but  the  conveniency  of  the  season,  makes  you  take 
phisicke,  and  let  blood : ^ : “Jss : 147 : adieu. 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALL,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STAT 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  21  of 

M.  D.  L. 

This  day  I had  yours  3 and  12  instant  together.  I was  west  ten 
dayes,  and  had  no  occasion  of  writing  all  that  time.  I would  you 
could  hinder.  C.  T.  ther  : S9: 19.^5:30:  but  I doe  not  hope  it: 
that  of : was  no  dreame  of  mine,  but  of  thers : 422:W:280:4M:46: 

to  be : 92:  it  is  well  it  is  not  so.  I hope  you  will  keepe  your  word. 


len  goods,  the  minister  and  elders  conceiving  it  their  dewtie  to  enqnyre  in  and  anent 
the  truth  of  the  said  matter,  did  send  some  of  their  number  with  the  minister,  to  ex- 
amine the  said  person,  viz.  Allan  Gumming,  late  provost ; Hugh  Montgomerie,  late 
bailzie  ; Thomas  M‘Gowen,  and  John  Gray,  merchants,  who  with  Mr  John  Stirling, 
their  minister,  came  to  the  house  of  Archibald  Dunlope,  smyth,  and  called  before 
them  the  said  Margaret,  who  confessed  in  their  presence  as  followeth  ; viz.  &c.  It 
differs  not  much  from  the  former  narrative." 

From  Lord  Fountainhair s MSS. 
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I dare  not  wish:  ther  upon  any  account ; but  could  : 


ing  put  • . C as  t 1 e bring  keep  Iiaadn-dafe  con  te  n te  d 

815  :318:  in  tne  . 46:66:  16  : 33!S3:  97:  ^nU  gai;  259.  102:389  : 60  : 338  : 27: 


1 

S3  : 


Scotland  I urioVi  • ^ should  put  me  Iher  „„„  , Tuesday  night 

in  333:810:  WOUlO  WISH.  358  : 368  : 312  : 873  : 397 : ^1^6  • 16  : 418  : 30:  183  : 284. : yOn 

are  sure  I wish  ill  to  all  the  Kings  enemies,  as  such,  and  conse- 
• quently,  to  the  Dutch,  as  they  are  so.  But,  if  it  were  the  good  will 
of  God,  peace  amongst  Protestants  I must  wish,  and  the  Protestant 
interest  to  prevaile  against  Popery,  till  the  end  of  the  chapter  ; thus 
you  have  a confession  of  my  heresie.  My  Lady  Duchess  presents 
her  service  to  you  : 26L  147 : adieu. 


Decyphered  by  the  Duke,  save  the  numbers  29.  19.  255.  30.  4<22.  220.  411.  45. 
92.  2G4.  &c. 


Hamilton,  18  of  Nov**'. 

M.  D.  L. 

I thanke  you  for  yours,  9th  November.  I doe  not  doubt  your 
165‘:‘^^4^  to  : nor  doth  she.  That  signature  : m-.  nothing 

to  the  childrens  prejudice,  tho  that  was  once  aimed  at:  ^‘:S60:4i8: 

. Edin:  and  pre  ve  n t e d that  . D.  use  a “ 

to.  158  : 71:814:  409  : 60:  16:  83  : 87:893:  lOr  mo  . 137:411:30:  ner  mOSt  . 32,66: 

sa:  in  giving:  i'^.  nothing  without  great  gi-udging,  because  : leo,  did 
not : ^:*yJi:  in  her  : 5:°^:  any  thing  from  : jl,”,  by  contract  for 

her  selfe,  yet  it  makes  her  carefuU  of  riot  puting  the  children  in  his 
power;  but:  ^-ife:  when:  |^;^i2^ i9i:6o“”%3:“n  ,n  Hers  in: 
precept  for  14  : &o'‘:80:”8i.  pound,  w**  I am  sure  was  through 
inadvertancy,  and  will  not  be  so  againe.  Pray  : St:  not  to  : 124: 

for : 137:  ^i'l^*  or  : bot  for  our  : it  must.  I beg  you  may 

use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  get  the  King  to  give  my  Lady  Su- 
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sanne  that  5000  poiind  which  her  sister  quite  in  England.  His 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  promise  it  to  her ; and  if  it  was  put  to  her 
sisters  choice  to  have  it  to  herselfe,  or  to  have  it  to  her  sister,  I dare 
say  she  would  chuse  the  last,  for  I cannot  tell  you,  nor  can  you  im- 
agine, how  driery  a life  she  would  have  heere,  if  he  think  he  have  * 
her  portion  to  pay  owt  of  this  estat.  This  insolent  man  will  grieve 
her  heart  out  instantly  every  day.^  Therfor,  I conjure  you  by  : 
that  is  : fjj,  147.  to  you,  to  do  this  effectually.  I have  bid  my  bro- 
ther speak  as  freely  to  you  as  he  would  to  me ; and  if  you  will  be 
so  good  to  him  as  to  tell  him  you  know  of  his  affairs  from  me,  he 
will  be  glad.  My  friend  presents  her  service  to  you.  Adieu  : geJs. 

t/far 

ISS:  J47: 

Decyphered,  saving  the  six  last  numbers,  by  the  Duke. 


FFOR  THE  EABLE  OF  LADERDAILE,  SOLLE  SECRETARIE  OF 
STATE  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


M.  D.  L. 


Hamilton,  12  of  March. 


Yours  20***  Feb'^.  was  the  last  I had  from  you,  which  mentioned 
L(ord)  Bellendens®  dessatisfaction  at  the  gifte  of  Bathgates  escheit; 

^ Lady  Margaret  seems  not  to  have  inspired  her  own  husband,  the  Bishop,  with  her 
prejudices  respecting  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  See  his  character  in  Burnet’s  History, 
— “ penult  of  Apryll,  1656,  the  Dutches  of  Hammiltoun  was  manyit  to  the  Erie  of 
Selkirk,  second  lawfull  sone  to  the  Marques  of  Douglas,  at  the  kirk  of  Corstorphyn.” 
— Nicoll’s  MS.  Diary. 

* William  Lord  Bellenden,  treasurer-depute. 
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if  it  be  to  defraud  just  creditors,  I must  be  farre  in  the  wrong  in- 
deed, for  I have  him  bound  to  give  just  satisfaction  to  them,  in  the 
sight  of  such  as  I will  appoint,  so  ther  is  really  no  ground  of  feare  ; 
but  the  true  cause  is.  Sir  Henry  Nisbit,  Bathgates  father  in  law, 
hath  a mind  to  make  a purchase  of  it  to  his  sonne,  and  made  some 
unhandsome  propositions  to  him  of  it,  w'**  he  rejecting,  Nisbet 
makes  all  this  dust  by  Purvos,  and  some  whom  he  gaines  by  drink- 
ing  and  play,  etc. ; so  if  the  gift  pass  not,  the  poor  gentleman  will 
be  ruined,  which  I hope  you  will  not  sulfer.  Adieu. 

[Endorsed  by  tbe  Duke, 

“ Lady  Margaret  Kennedy,  12  March,  1666.”] 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OP 
STAT  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  2 of  May. 

M.  D.  L. 

I shall  adde  to  what  I said  formerly,  only  my  request  to  send 
that  letter  from  his  Majesty  to  the  Exchequer,  to  hinder  from  stop- 
ing  Bathgate’s  gift  to  Robin  Kennedy,  and  that  the  dayes  may  be 
from  time  of  the  gifts  being  passed  in  Exchequer.  The  Exchequer 
sits  on  the  second  Friday  of  May ; and  if  it  come  not  againe  that 
day  or  the  next,  another  gift  will  pass  to  his  ruine.  So  pray  hast 
it.  Adieu. 
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FOR  YO'  SELFE. 


Hamilton,  22  June. 


M.  D.  L. 

In  obedience  to  your  comand,  I sent  for  Mr  Auld,  and  told  him 
what  you  bid  me  say  to  him.  He  did  not  owne  to  me  his  desire  to 
make  that  journey,  nor  that  he  had  any  thing  to  say  but  what  you 
had  knowne  from  others.  I am  sure  you  have  from  me,  tho  I told 
not  him  so  much  ; and  if  he  would  be  better  believed,  I wish  he 
made  the  journey,  tho  I were  at  the  charge,  for  I despaire  of  truths 
being  believed  till  it  be  too  late. 

I am  very  sorry  Queene  Mother  is  not  to  come  I told  my  Lady 
Duchess  what  you  bid,  who  presents  her  humble  service  to  you, 
and  hath  written  to  her  sister  to  come  over  with  E.  St.  Albans,®  see- 
ing the  Queen  is  not  to  come  soone.  I send  you  her  letters  heer 
inclosed.  Pray  send  them  safely,  and  let  me  beg  of  you  to  write 
to  the  Earl  St.  to  remove  difficulties  out  of  the  way  of  my  L:  Su- 
sannes  coming  over,  and  to  have  a care  of  her  in  her  journey.  In- 
deed you  will  oblige  me  very  much  by  doing  this.  Adieu. 


^ Henriette  Mme,  wife  of  King  Charles  the  First.  She  went  to  France  in  the  year 
1665,  and  died  there,  1669. 

® Henry,  Lord  Jermyn,  Earl  of  St  Albans,  the  Queen  Dowager’s  Chamberlain ; 
and,  by  common  report,  her  second  husband. 
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' Hamilton,  13  of  Oct**'. 

M.  D.  L. 

I wish  as  much  joy  to  the  bride,^  and  to  your  Lady,  and  your 
selfe,  and  to  all  concerned,  in  and  from  that  marriage,  as  ever  came 
to  any  in  this  age  from  marriage.  So  much  for  this.  As  to  the 
rest  of  yours,  difference  of  opinions  doe  not  use  to  make  me  change, 
much  less  breake  friendship.  I know  no  reason  to  quarreU  more 
my  friends  for  not  being  of  my  opinion,  nor  for  not  being  of  my 
complexion  ; nor  have  I any  intent  to  quarrell  with  you.  That 
you  aske,  was,  what  you  wrote  concerning  : in  yours 

7“*  August,  which  made  me  rationally  forsie,  knowing  what  I doe, 
that  w*  I cannot  thinke  on  without  griefe.  But  this  is  only  in  an- 
swer to  your  question,  for  I know  only  God  by  his  word  and  dis- 
pensations can  speake  to  you  in  a language  w®**  he  will  make  you 
understand.  I am  as  far  as  you  can  wish  me  from  pretending 
to  it.  What  I wrote  in  my  former  as  to  : “,[4,.  to  : 157,  was 

and  is  true ; but  can  be  no  cause  of  trouble  to : if  God  give 

peace,  may  he  give  it  to  make  better  use  of  it  nor  we  doe.  You 
mistake,  my  desire  related  solely  to  my  owne  selfe,  tho  consequen- 

«...  *»k 

tially  to  Mr  Mackkaills  stay,  for  my  cause,  at  his  owne  borrowed 
house.  It  is  not  his  desire,  it  is  mine  ; nor  doe  I wish  you  to  make 
any  desire  for  me  to  T : or  C.  etc.  It  is  almost  the  first,  and  I hope 

‘ Lady  Anne  Maitland,  married  at  Highgate,  1666,  in  presence  of  the  King,  Queen, 
and  Court,  to  John,  second  Marquis  of  Tweedale.  ^ 

H 
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it  shall  be  the  last,  that  ever  you  shall  be  desired  to  make  from  my 
selfe  for  my  owne  selfe’.  Adieu. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ Lady  Margaret,  13  October,  1666.”) 

FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDEUDAILE,  SOLE  SECRET ARIE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 

Hamilton,  27  of  Dec. 

M.  D.  L. 

Tho  the  unsuccessfullness  of  all  my  requests  to  you  these  18 
months  may  make  me  hopeless  to  come  speed  in  this  ; yet  I thinke 
it  my  duty  to  beg  you  may  interpose  with  the  King  to  grant  the 
benefit  of  John  Nelson  of  Corsokes^  forfaiture  to  Mr  Archibald 
Nisbet,  to  whom  the  said  Corsoke  was  indebted  in  a considerable 
siunme  of  money.  That  you  may  doe  this,  is  the  desire  of  your 
most  humble  servante. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ My  Lady  Margaret  Kennedy,  27  Dec^.  1666.”) 

‘ The  Laird  of  Corsock,  in  Galloway,  was  executed  in  Edinbui^h,  after  the  battle 
of  Pentland. — Vide  Wodrow,  toI.  I.  p.  238. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STAT 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  1 of  Feb^. 

M.  D.  L. 

I receaved  yours  19th  of  January,  but  have  time  to  say  little  to 
it  now,  only  this,  I believe  if  your  friend  came  this  summer,  he 
would  receave  less  satisfaction  from  his  journey  every  way,  nor  ever 
he  had  heer,  for  ought  I know.  The  discontents  are  universal,  and 
tho  many  are  not  so  unjust  as  to  father  them  all  upon  your  friend, 
yet,  not  to  lie,  all  conclude  he  might  doe  more  to  hinder  them  nor 
he  does,  so  you  guess  if  he  be  universally  beloved ; but  never  man 
was  more  hated,  nor  : to:  357 : lO:  le : so : and  he  studies  all  he  can 

to  make  : 3^ : to.  My  telling  you  this,  I hope  will  not  make 

you  thinke  I doe  not  desire  to  see  your  friend,  for  I doe  so  very  much, . 
but  dar  not  hazard  his  prejudice.  My  lady  bid  me  ask  your  advice 
if  they  should  give  in  ther  precept  to  the  Exchequer  or  not.  She 
presents  her  service  to  you  : 147 . adieu. 


M.  K. 
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FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALL,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STAT 
..  . FOR  SCOTLAND. 

.i  ‘ ■ X J-y  ' 


Hamilton,  2 of  Febru'T- 

M.  D.  L. 

I cannot  say  much  more  now  nor  I did  yesterday,  tho  I doe  not 
so  undervalue  my  friends'  being  railed  at  as  you  seeme  to  doe ; yet  if 
that  were  all,  I should  care  the  less,  but  really  : is 

more  tmiversall  nor  you  can  imagine,  in  so  much  as  almost  you 
shall  speake  to  none  of  no  quality  ; 814 , but  they  appear  more 
dissatisfied  nor  the  : who  you  know  have  most  cause ; 

and  they  make  no  bones  to  say  : 260!«:n:40:6b:&i83/i62:42:ra:«7: 
149 ! 212 : 103 : shall  be  most  Wellcome,  and,  as  I wrote  before  : 352. 
takes  all  the  paines  he  can  to  lay  the  obloquy  oflT  : 

Laude^e  _ ^do  _ ^ _ good  to  himselfe,  he  makes  : 

very  : so  that  I would  very  much  : t3t:  m:^:29:i6: h = 

211 ! 2*1.42:  I shall  say  no  more  but  wish  ; 4T0:  a : 8^:212  = 

816:  but  dare  not  hope  for  it ; “Ji : : 147 ; adieu. 

^ ■ M.  K. 


Hamilton,  12  of  June. 


M.  D.  L. 

If  this  be  the  speedy  return  you  promise  me  in  yours  4 of  May, 
when  thers  no  news  of  it  yet,  I give  it  over,  and  should  say  nothing 
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of  it  now,  Were  it  not  to  represent  a poor  oppressed  mans  condition 
to  you  again,  to  whom  ther  can  not  be  the  least  of  crimes  made  out, 
save  what  is  in  the  enclosed,  wherin  I see  none.  But  its  knowne  Pro- 
vest Cuningame  of  Aire  hath  much  unjust  malice  at  him,  but  they 
pretend  at  no  other  ground  of  incarcerating  him,  but  that  which  is 
in  the  inclosed.  What  dreadfull  confusion  the  oppression  that  hath 
bin,  and  is,  will  make,  if  ane  invasion  shall  be,  we  will  feele,  and 
you  will  hear,  which  is  the  easier  part  of  it,  I confess.  Adieu. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke,  “12  Jun  1667-  Lady  Margaret  Kennedy,  with  ane 
information  concerning  Blair,  merchant  in  Aire.”) 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARIE  OF 
STATE  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  13  of  June. 

M.  D.  L. 

I hope  you  will  thinke  I was  drunke  yesterday  for  sending  you 
a complaint  of  a poor  mans  being  oppressed,  and  forgetting  to  tell 
you  his  name.  It  is  Thomas  Blair,  merchant  of  Aire.  I request 
you  order  them  to  set  him  at  liberty.  Be  pleased  likewise  to  write 
to  my  Lord  Hume*  to  cease  pursuing  the  Laird  of  Spot,  since  Mr 


1 For  an  account  of  Provost  Cunningham’s  accusation  before  the  Privy  Council,  see 
Wodrow,  vol.  I.  p.  286. 

* Alejcander,.  fourth  Earl  of  Home. 
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William  Douglas^  life  was  taken  yesterday,  if  the  king  will  not 
give  a remission  ; but  if  he  will,  send  it  downe.  I am  vindictive 

* On  the  fourth  of  June  1G67,  Archibald  Douglas  of  Spot,  and  Mr  William  Dou- 
glas, “ sone  to  umquhil  Sir  Robert  Douglas  of  Blackerstoune,”  were,  as  appears 
from  the  Criminal  Record  of  Edinburgh,  “ indytit  and  accusit  for  the  slaughter  of 
umquhill  Sir  James  Home  of  Eccles,  Knight.” — John  Home  of  Eccles,  son  of  the  de- 
ceased, is  one  of  the  piu’suers — “ My  Lord  Advocat  insists  primo  loco  against  Mr 
William ; and  continues  the  trial  of  the  Laird  of  Spott,  to  the  first  W’ednesday  of 
July  next  to  come.” — No  circumstances  of  the  murder  are  detailed.  The  jury  ac- 
quitted Mr  William  of  “ the  cryme  of  combatting,  specified  in  the  dittay,”  but  found 
him  guilty,  “ airt  and  part,”  of  the  slaughter  of  Sir  James.  Sentence — “ To  be  tane 
upon  Wednesday  next,  the  7*  day  of  Junii,  instant,  to  the  mercat  croce  of  Edin:  and 
ther,  betuixt  two  and  four  hours  in  the  aftemoone,  to  have  his  head  stricken  oflF  from  his 
bodie,  and  all  his  moveable  guids  and  geir  to  be  escheet,”  &c. — “ 3d  July. — The  said 
day  compeiret  Sir  Robert  Sinclar  of  Longfonnacns,  Advocat,  and  produced  ane  act 
of  the  Lords  of  his  Maties.  Privie  Counsell,  whereof  the  tenor  follows : — Att  Edin. 
the  twentie  day  of  Junii  1667,  q”‘  anent  a petitione  presentit  be  Archibald  Douglas 
of  Spott,  shewinge  that  q™®  the  petitioner  is  incarcerat  within  the  tolbuith  of 
Edin.  for  the  slauchter  of  umq'«  Sir  James  Home  of  Eccles,  and  is  to  be  pannelled 
for  the  said  cryme,  before  the  Justices,  upon  the  — day  of  July  ensewing ; and  seeing 
Mr  W“  Douglas,  by  his  solemne  declaration,  subscrivit  with  his  hand,  and  pro- 
duced, hes  taken  upon  him  the  said  cryme,  and  acknowledgat  that  he  was  the  only 
committer  of  the  said  slauchter  ; and  hes  lykwayes  sufiFered  for  the  samen  : humblie, 
therfor,  desyring  that  the  dyet  befor  the  Justices  might  be  continewit  for  some  tyme,  as 
the  petitioun  beai-s.  Whilk  petitioun,  with  the  declaration  of  the  said  Mr  W“  Douglas, 
being  at  lenth  heard  and  considered.  The  Lords  of  his  Maties  privie  counsall  do  ordein 
the  Justices  to  supersede  and  continew  anie  procedour  against  the  petitioner  in  the 
said  proces,  untiil  the  first  day  of  November  nixt  to  come,  &c.— In  obedience  to’ 
which,  the  Justices  continewit  the  said  action,  &c. — 15/  1667. — The  which  day 

Archibald  Douglas  of  Spott,  being  oft  tymes  callit,  to  have  compeiret  before  his  Maties 
Justice  Generali,  Justice  Clerk,  or  Justice  deputtes,  in  the  hour  of  cans,  to  have  un- 
derlyen  his  Maties  lawes,  for  being  accessarie  airt  and  pairt,  of  (the  slaughter  of ) 
umq"  Sir  James  Home  of  Eccles,  committed  upon  the  — day  of  Apryll  last,  by- 
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but  I thinke  life  for  life  is  all  can  be  sought,  since  it  is  knowne 
they  hated  him  not  in  time  past.  So,  adieu. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ Lady  Margaret  Kennedy,  13  Jun.  1667.”) 

past,  in  maner  mentionit  in  the  Criminall  Letters  raislt  at  the  instance  of  John  Home 
of  Eccles,  for  himself,  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  remenant  kin  and  friends  of  his 
said  deceast  father,  and  Sir  John  Nisbit  of  Dirleton,  Knight,  his  Maties  Advocat  for 
his  Hienes  interest,  against  the  said  Archibald  Douglas  y’’anent,  as  he  who  was  law- 
fullie  heard  to  have  found  caution  for  his  compeirance  before  his  Maties  Justices  upon 
the  fourth  day  of  May ; at  which  tyme  the  samyn  dyett  was  continewit  to  the  fourth 
day  of  July  last ; at  which  tyme  also  the  said  dyet  was  continewit  to  the  nynth  day 
of  July  last  bypast,  by  ane  act  of  his  Maties  privie  counsall  to  this  day.  Lawfull 
tyme  of  day  bidden,  and  the  said  Archibald  Douglas  of  Spott  not  enterand  to  the 
effect  above  written  ; my  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  therfor,  be  the  mouth  of  John  Schort 
officer  of  Court,  decemit  and  adjudged  the  said  Archibald  Douglas  of  Spott,  to  be 
denunced  our  soveraigne  Lords  rebell,  and  put  to  the  home,  and  all  his  moveable 
goods  and  gear  to  be  escheit,  and  in  brought  to  his  Majesties  use,  as  outlaw  and 
fugitive,  &c.” — No  more  has  been  discovered  respecting  the  Laird,  whose  estate  came 
afterwards  into  the  possession  of  a gambler,  named  Murray,  who  sold  it  to  Lord 
Alexander  Hay,  fifth  son  of  the  first  Marquis  of  Tweedale.  Murray’s  wife,  a 
daughter  of  James  Lord  Forrester  (formerly  pronounced  Foster)  who  was  murdered 
with  his  own  sword,  in  his  garden  at  Corstorphine,  by  his  first  lady’s  niece,  address- 
ed the  following  tempestuous  letter  to  Lord  Alexander  during  her  husband’s  bargain. 
It  is  said  that  after  all  her  pride  and  indignation,  she  was  reduced  to  solicit  pecuniary 
aid  from  Lord  Alexander,  who,  with  a benevolence  characteristic  of  his  descendants, 
never  withheld  it ; and  that  to  receive  this,  she  frequently  appeared  at  the  door  of 
Spott  house,  in  the  meanest  dress  of  a common  mendicant. 

THES  TO  LORD  ALEXANDER  HAV. 

Spott,  19  May. 

This  way  of  proceeding,  my  Lord,  will  seem  verey  abrupte  and  inconsiderat  to  you  ; 
but  I laye  my  count  with  the  severest  censer  you,  or  may  malicious  enemies,  can  or 
will  saye  of  me.  So  not  to  be  tedious,  all  I have  too  speak  is  this,  I think  you  most 
absurd  to  bought  the  lands  of  Spott  from  Mr  Murray  without  my  consent,  n Inch  you 
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Hamilton,  21  of  Oct>«. 

M.  D.  L. 

I had  yours  12***  instant  on  Saterday,  and  am  sorry  to  find  that 
the  ; 112 : ^ : 19 : & : 20 : 69 : 16  • impOSSiblc.  I d06 

not  at  all  consider : JiS,  in  : but  the  : 

3^9:  I can  : i9S:  Signifies  : at  this  time  : lei:*^:  n ..  in  : 

nor  any:  3^‘!|(S:Tn^6°9l  iior  : 193.^1.  therfor  by: 

no  me  an  s take  him  from  Scotland  • l^ene  of  f i c e • be  put  oat 

277:873:67:30  : 387:  195:162  : 383:  DUl  UlO  . ^84- : 294:  29 : 18  : 46  : 23 : • 86 : 312 : 300: 

would  it  86  un  : 420:  lO;  16:  U:h:  any  382*^:  to  • the 

^:ll:69:27?  Unite  the  2 : 16:  10:  19:  12:§:  SO:  Und  : 376:^'S:^:J^  for  it  is 
both:  ^:214:^^:&4:S:  that  : 3^f  who  SO  baSSly  : 10:12:00:  Ond 


shall  never  have  now ; and  I hope  to  bee  poseser  of  Spott  hous  when  you  are  att  the 
divell ; and,  beleive  me,  my  childi'ins  curse  and  mine  will  be  a greater  moth  in  your 
estate,  then  all  your  ladey  and  your  misirable  wretchednes  can  make  up,  and  pray. 

This  is  no  letter  of  my  Lord  Bell  Heavins,  and  tho  you  saye,  in  spite  of  the  divell, 
you’le  buy  it  befor  this  time  twell  month,  you  may  com  to  repent  it ; but  thats  non 
of  my  bisnes.  I shall  onely  saye  this,  you  are  basely  impertinant  to  thrust  me  away 
in  a hurrey  from  my  houss  at  Whitsunday,  when  I designd  not  to  goe  till  Martimis ; 
and  I wish  the  gosts  of  all  the  witches  that  ever  was  about  Spott^  may  haunt  you,  and 
make  you  the  unfortountest  man  that  ever  lived,  that  you  may  see  you  was  in  the 
wrong  in  making  aney  such  hargen  without  the  consent  of  your  mortall  enemie. 

, Clara  Murray. 


^ Probably  Sir  William  Lockliart,  nephew,  by  marriage,  to  Oliver  Cromwell.  For 
a long  and  interesting  account  of  this  remarkahle  man,  see  Playfair’s  Scottish  Baron* 
etage,  p.  193. 

* James,  first  Earl  of  Newburgh. 


’ Some  witches  were  burnt  at  the  head  of  Spott  Loan,  Ann.  1705. 
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tooke  them  all : 195.  last : 170.  and  so  did : u7;30:  both  through 

the  : 127 . 215 ! of  ther  : 10a : 24. : tI'*:  ^ : 10 1 ^ : I consider  how  much  I am  con- 
cerned : 814. : JJs : 4^^  270*  ^3:  ^6:^: 20:  6t  this  rate.  As  for  my  Lady 
Sorby,*  her  husband  got  a considerable  portion  with  her,  and  she 
hath  done  nothing  unworthy  of  a vertuous  person,  so  it  is  most  just 
that  the  King  make  him  give  her  maintenance  out  of  his  estate,  or 
to  detain  it  out  of  his  pay.  I beg  you  may  deale  with  the  King 
for  this.  As  for  my  going  to  church,  bate  the  time,  which  was  the 
first  Sunday  after  the  disbanding,  and  that  it  was  in  this  place,  I 
< did  the  same  else  wher  since  I saw  you  ; but  intended  not  to  : 

isB  • 147  • ^259'f'*’  in  this  : ig . tho  : 137 . said  I went  because  the  man 

who  preached  was  your  cousin  ; but  not  to  me,  for  he  speikes  non 
to  me.  But  if  you  would  have  me  ; constantly : 7 2^:277:'’^* 

shall  be  : §13.  12:  27:  for  not  going  to : “Jigt  and 

then  it  will  cease  to  be  : 1^ : 29 : Is : so : 45 : is : 296 : which  now  it  lookes  like 

hv  • T”  • ‘ flamTioa  , ac  t s I feare  my  dear  /.r»mo  . Scotland 

oy  • r .30;  aamnett.  64.16:S0:  210.  17S:  264:1SS:  147:  00me2Sl:  to  . 383; 

I47:  we  : 1^.  to : only  if  you  : 103®  my  Lady  Duchess  presents 

her  service  to  you.  Adieu. 

This  letter  decyphered  by  the  Duke,  saving  the  numbers  38.  46.  20.  69.  I6.  383. 
10.  19.  12.  9.  30.  60.  170.  117-  127.  115.  103.  24.  71-  23.  314.  445.  147*  259. 
64.  210,  264.  177.  158. 

* In  former  times,  every  Scottish  Laird’s  wife  was  dignified  with  the  title  of  Lady, 
derived  from  the  name  of  the  estate.  This  of  Sorbie,  which  was  long  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Hannay  family,  passed  into  that  of  the  Earls  of  Galloway,  A.  d.  1636, 
There  is  another  Sorbie,  in  Liddesdale  ; but  it  is  very  improbable  that  Lady  Marga- 
ret should  allude  to  a gentlewoman  of  that  district. 

I 
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FOE  THE  EAELE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STAT 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  4 of  Nov*". 

M.  D.  L. 

I asked  for,  and  heard  the  good  newes  of  your  daughters  safe 
delivery  of  a brave  sonne,‘  on  Saterday  night,  from  S(ir)  Ro: 
M.(urray,)*  and  got  not  yours  till  this  night.  Indeed  I heard  no 


* Charles,  third  Marquis  of  Tweedale. 

2 Sir  Robert  Moray,  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished men  of  his  time.  The  following  extract  from  the  MS.  pedigree  of  the  Aber- 
cairaey  family,  throws  light  on  his  birth  and  connexions  : — 

“ Robert  Moray  of  Abercaimy,  succeeded  his  brother  1559.  He  m^.  Catharine, 
dr  of  William  Moray  of  Tullibardine,  by  whom  he  had  6 sons,  and  two  daughters, — 
Will™,  his  successor, — Sir  David  Moray  of  Gorthie,  who  was  a learned,  fine,  polite 
gentleman,  and  was  govemour  to  that  incomparable  Prince  Henry,  elder  brother  to 
King  Charles  the  First.  Sir  David  died  a batchelor,  and  his  estate  returned  to  the 
family. 

“ Sir  Mungo  Moray  of  Craigie,  the  third  son,  who  married  Margaret,  d'  of  George 
Hacket  of  Pitfirran,  by  who  he  had  the  learned  and  celebrated  Sir  Robert,  who  was 
Lord  Justice  Clerk  of  Scotland,  and  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Treasury,  and  First 
President  of  the  Royal  Society.  Sir  Mungo’s  2*“*  son.  Sir  William  of  Dreghom,  was 
master  of  the  works,  and  surveyor  of  the  buildings  to  King  Charles  2°^.  He  married 
d’’  to  Sir  James  Foulis  of  Collinton,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  and  a d'. 
Sir  James  Moray,  who  was  a Captain  in  Dumbarton’s  regiment,  but  dyed  a batchelor ; 
Robert,  who  died  young ; and  Sir  Charles  Moray  of  Dreghom,  who  married  Marion, 
df  of  George  Maxwell  of  Nether  Pollock,  but  had  no  issue ; and  one  d''  married  to 
Cockburn  of  Charslie.” 

The  celebrated  Sir  Robert  Moray,  married  Sophia,  daughter  of  David,  first  Lord 
Balcarres.  She  died  without  issue,  1653. 
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newes  this  7 years,  that  pleased  me  better  nor  what  yours  carryed. 
I doubt  my  prayers  have  little  pith  ; but  ther  are  some  who  prays 
very  effectually,  I know,  for  you  and  yours.  May  you  and  they 
never  forget  his  mercies,  but  live  to  his  praise  who  gave  any.  I 
wish  your  grandchild  may  prove  a better  man  nor  your  selfe,  or  any 
that  belongs  to  him.  S.  R.  Moray  sayes  he  must  be  my  last  hus- 
band, the  Master  of  Yester,  sure  he  may  be  the  youngest.  My 
Lady  sayes  you  would  be  content  to  have  tristed  him  till  nixt  year, 
so  that  the  Queene  had  such  another.  She  but  judges  you  in  this 
by  her  selfe,  for  when  she  is  newly  delivered  her  selfe,  she  is  still 
at  it  to  wish  she  wanted  it,  so  the  Queene  had  one.  Again,  God 
give  you,  and  all  yours  much  joy  of  your  grandchild.  Adieu  : gei : 

dear  • • 

133  • 147  • 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ Lady  Margret  Kennedy.”) 


FOR  THE  EARL  OF  LAWDERDAILE,  SOLE  SECRETARIE  FOR 

SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  29th  June. 

M.  D.  L. 

I had  this  morning  yours  19th  instant.  Had  my  father  asked  my 
advice,  I had  bid  him,  and  all  else,  write  themselves  ; for  none  can 
write  to  you  more  unsuccessfully  than  I doe  constantly,  but  I 
thought  it  fit  for  me  to  obey,  not  dispute  his  comand  ; but  indeed 
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I am  farre  enough  from  fancying  you  will  doe  any  thing  for  my  re- 
comendation : no,  you  are  not  : 275 . you  put  me  beyond  all  doubt 
of  that  every  day,  for  my  importunity  prevailed  ever  with  him,  but 
nothing  from  me  can'  with  you.  But  if  you  will  tell  me  whose  solli- 
citation  will  come  speed  with  you,  it  shall  be  against  my  will  if  you 
want  it.  So  you  doe  just  things,  it  is  all  one  for  whom.  That : 
i%:iO:  was  : “"2“  to  the  : 2I:  tho  : t:I9i  ; which  makes  ; 

stI  ! : 212 : 2^. : tS : H7 : 30 : 6i : 16 : ^ut  if  it  be  not  made  cffectual,  it  does 

no  : 70:  therfor  : /44S :2«:  the  : the  : ign  of 

27:25  : 337:215:  tO  : g7:2'l3:291  :&:12:niUCh  mOrC  tO  23^: 41^ ; ^ tO  t 

111:  I doubt  : ^4 . 109 : will  not  ; 86.69:^2:214:^7:^:143:251  : oh  that  C 

particular  wer  made  : 4n:2°4:  to  : §12  :*'i^:^:  but  I feare  we  are  : 
281 : so  happy. 


Hamilton,  26  of  Sep. 

M.  D.  L. 

I am  informed  that  the  bearer,  John  Meine,  being  employed  by 
James  Duke  of  Hamilton  to  bring  home  some  armes  in  1648,  which 
were  taken  at  sea  coming  from  Holland ; and  it  being  passed  in 
Parliament  that  his  losses  should  be  repaired,  and  the  way  referred 
to  the  King ; upon  which  his  Majesty  receaved  his  petition,  and 
said  he  should  be  no  loser.  I hear  it  was  left  upon  you  to  mind 
the  King  of  it.  And  knowing  him  to  be  very  loyall,  and  active  for 
the  prisoners  that  were  in  Scotland  in  the  time  of  the  Usurpers 
power  in  it,  and  that  he  spent  not  a little  of  his  means  upon  them, 
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therfor  I humbly  beg  of  you  that  you  may  assist  him  to  get  from 
his  Majesty  that  effectual!  and  speedy  returne  to  his  petition  that 
his  loyalty  calls  for.  Sure,  he  is  none  of  the  obnoxious  persons 
that  you  desired  I should  be  sparing  to  write  for,  so  I hope  you 
may  grant  my  desire  for  him.  Adieu-:  : 147 : 

M.  K. 


Abl)ey,  23  of  Febnr. 

M.  D.  L. 

The  first  word  I heard  yesterday  of  Sonday  nights  newes,  was, 
God  be  thanked,  my  Lord  Lauderdale  is  well,  and  Sir  W.  Bellen- 
den^  laid  fast,  who  thought  to  have  murdred  him.  Certainly  I was 
not  slow  to  say  amen  to  that  thanksgiving,  but  must  complain  of 
you  and  all  your  friends,  that  none  had  the  charity  to  let  me  know  it 
particularly,  till  this  day  I see  the  Register,*  who  asked  what 
thoughts  I had  of  that  wretch.  Indeed  they  are  what  they  were, 
that  he  is  apt  for  all  actions  that  are  base  and  wicked,  without  ex- 
ception, but  as  one  said,  had  he  got  his  desert  when  he  persuaded 


^ Wodrow,  who  calls  Sir  William  Ballanden  or  Bannatyne,  (properly  Ballantyne,) 
after  mentioning  his  fine,  and  the  act  of  banishment  passed  against  him,  adds,  “ away 
be  flees  to  Court,  and  there  puts  the  best  face  he  could  upon  matters,  with  the  help 
of  his  fnends,  whose  interests  he  had  served  in  Scotland ; but  his  old  roasters  could 
not  prevail  with  Lauderdale  to  remit  the  fine.  It  is  said,  upon  this  he  undertook  some 
wicked  design  upon  that  nobleman’s  life,  but  the  particular  vouchers  of  this  I have 
not  seen.” 

* Sir  Archibald  Primrose,  Bart.,  Lord  Register  of  Scotland,  father  of  the  first  Vis- 
count Primrose. 
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people  to  rise  after  the  disbanding  of  the  army,  it  liad  bin  well ; 
but  blessed  be  the  Lord  for  ever,  that  hath  preserved  you  and  dis- 
covered him  : 117:  was  sick  all  Sonday,  and  came  not  out ; but  he  and 
his  caball  drunk  all  night.  But  whether  to  S.  W.  B.  designe,  or  to 
drink  down  sorrow  for  the  miss,  I cannot  determine.  I gave  : ' 

my  paper  on  Saterday  was  sennight,  and  hoped  he  should  have  sent 
it  on  the  next  Tuesday,  but  found  he  did  it  not,  for  he  is  held  very 
busie.  I hope  you  will  look  on  my  principles  favourably,  for  they 
are  really  mine.  God  guide  the  King,  and  preserve  him  : “fisSI: 
iss:  My  Lady  Duchess  presents  her  service  to  you,  and 

bids  tell  you  none  is  more  heartily  joyed  at  your  safety  nor  she. 
Adieu,  receave  my  paper  now. 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDAILE,  SOLE  SECRETARE 
FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Abbey,  l6  of  March. 

M.  D.  L. 

This  day  I had  yours  ll^*,  from  Hampton  Court,  and  ere  I opend 
it  saw  the  scale  ; it  was  like  one  you  had  long  ago,  but  far  different, 
for  the  other  had  a pendant,  this  a branch  of  lawrell.  I am  very 
glad  you  are  very  apt  to  put  a very  good  construction  on  my  prin- 
ciples. Long,  long  may  you  be  of  that  mind  ; but  not  to  know  what 
to  say  to  a very  long  paper,  wherin  these  true  native  genuine  prin- 
ciples ar  set  downe,  lookes  so  like  prepossession  and  implicite  faith. 
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that  I know  not  how  to  ascribe  it  to  M.  L.  but  in  reason  may 
not  I wave  the  condeming  of  those  things  that  ar  past,  wherin  the 
actors  in  that  time  supposed  they  had  law  as  well  as  reason  on 
ther  side,  and  were,  without  doubt,  far  better  and  wiser  nor  I, 
when  for  time  coming,  both  the  lawes  are  altred  or  cleared,  and  I 
condemne  as  much  as  you  can  for  your  heart,  all  rebellion  against 
the  person  or  authority  of : ..  147 , King  Charles  the  2d,  and  let 

him  fixe  the  : a”'ni^!ses8l:so:“n^:l3:Wii6:io:L  and  ther  need  be  no 
feare  of  others.  Indeed,  the:  35].  principles  are:  isi,  292:  but  its 
hoped,  the  far  most  of  the  ministers  who  were  once  in  that  ^vay, 
have,  or  will  quite  it.  I heard  : 139.  (say)  he  would  not  wish  : 2^  to 
give  any  one  of  them  : ‘‘^2‘f  to  : for  they  are  neither  good 

M”.  nor  good  subjects,  except  they  change  their  note.  I am  very  sen- 
sible of  your  goodnes  to  me  in  relation  to  : : My  Lady  Duchess 

is  to  goe  to  Kinneill'  to-morrow,  if  the  Lord  will,  but  I think  not 
to  leave  this  place  this  fortnight : 2^ : : 147:  M.  L.  adieu. 

* Probably  Mackail. 

* A house  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Hanoilton,  in  Linlithgowshire. 
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POR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  SCOTLAND. 


AWjc}',  18  of  March. 

M.  D.  L. 

Yesterday,  my  Lady  Duchess  and  her  Lord  went  from  this  to 
Kinneil.  My  Lady  bid  me  remember  you  to  send  that  recomend- 
atory  letter  to  the  King’s  advocate,  w*  she  had  written  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Morray  to  desire  from  you,  but  had  got  no  answer.  It  should 
have  come  the  last  session.  It  is  for  geting  out  ther  owne  vassall 
Blackwood,^  out  of  some  land  he  hath  no  right  to  but  possession. 


* Lowrie,  alias  Weir  of  Blackwood,  chamberlain  to  the  Marquis  of  Douglas,  “ and 
repute  a bad  instrument  between  him  and  his  lady  in  them  differences,”  was  supposed 
to  have  been  friendly  to  the  Pentland  Insurrection,  After  the  battle  of  Bothwell 
Bridge,  he  was  found  guilty  of  treason,  and  condemned  to  lose  his  head ; but  this 
rigorous  sentence  was  never  put  into  execution.  Fountainhall,  from  whom  these  de- 
tails are  principally  taken,  describes  him  as  a man  disliked  by  everybody. — July  17, 
1684 — The  Marquis  of  Douglas  having  got  a letter  from  the  King,  by  Queensberry’s 
power,  recommending  to  the  judges  the  care  of  that  antient  family,  and  giving  his  son, 
the  Lord  Angus,  a pension  of  £200  sterling,  a year,  to  breed  him,  he  pursues  his  step- 
mother, the  Lady  Sutherland,  before  the  council,  for  an  aliment  out  of  her  jointure 
of  12,000  merks  per  annum,  seeing,  deducing  the  annual  rents  of  his  debts,  he  had  not 
behind  to  sustain  his  dignity.  She  spoke  for  herself  a long  time,  and  alleged  it  was 
hard,  when  apparent  heirs  mismanaged  their  estates,  and  suffered  chamberlains  (this 
was  against  Blackwood)  and  others  to  impose  on  them,  that  onerous  provisions  in  con- 
tracts matrimonial  should  be  burdened  with  them,”  &c. — Fountainhall’s  J}ect- 
sions,  p.  298. — This  lady,  a daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Wemyss,  had  previously  address- 
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w'**  Sir  John  Nisbet’s'  perverseness  helps  him  to  keep.  Pray  send 
that  letter  now,  for  I should  have  written  for  it  sooner,  but  forgot. 

ed  the  following  letter  on  the  same  subject,  and  now  for  the  first  time  printed,  to 
William,  Duke  of  Hamilton  : 

May  it  please  youh  Grace, 

To  permit  me,  by  a line,  to  refresh  your  memorie  with  a touch  of  these  things  that 
past  many  years  agoe,  because  I perceive  that  these  who  know  nothing  of  them, 
would  now  represent  them  under  a false  glosse  to  my  disadvantage  ; nor  can  I be  of 
so  simple  a spirit  as  to  lay  aside  my  just  resentment  against  Blaikwood,  who  hath 
raised  up  the  Marquis  of  Douglas  to  trouble  me  most  unjustly  these  (several)  years 
bygone,  only  to  satisfye  his  own  covetousnes,  in  labouring  to  pull  from  me  that  which 
I have  an  undoubted  right  to  by  the  laws  of  the  nation ; which  no  good  man  would 
endeavour  to  do,  but  would  stand  in  awe  of  the  word  of  God,  which  doth  threaten 
the  covetous  and  the  oppressor,  and  sayes  that  the  Lord  will  execute  righteousnes  and 
judgment  for  all  that  are  opprest.  And,  truly,  I am  afraid  that  the  Lord  is  contend- 
ing with  the  Marquis  of  Douglas,  for  his  unjust  pursuit  against  me,  and  reflecting 
upon  the  memory  of  his  worthy  father,  though  in  his  grave ; all  which  had  its  first  rise 
from  that  tmhappy  man’s  bad  counselling  of  the  Marquis  ; so  that  your  Grace,  I hope, 
will  pardon  me  to  say  that  I cannot  confer  with  a person  has  done  me  so  high  in. 
juries,  in  a friendly  way,  unlesse  it  were  to  acknowledge  first  the  wrong  he  has  done 
me,  and  to  engage  to  do  so  no  more.  On  these  terms  I could  not  only  speak  with 
him,  but  forgive  him,  notwithstanding  the  many  sad  days  and  wearisome  nights  he 
caused  me  for  two  years  together,  when  he  forced  my  husband  and  son  to  go  beyond 
seas  to  shun  his  malice,  which  1 am  persuaded  the  Lord  will  reckon  with  him  for,  if 
he  do  not  repent  of  it ; for  sure  I am  he  bated  and  maligned  us  uitbout  a cause,  yea, 
he  rendered  me  evil  for  good,  as  your  Grace  well  knows  how  often  I did  plead  in  his 
behalf  with  your  Grace,  till  he  stirred  up  that  unjust  plea  against  me,  to  my  great 
hurt  and  detriment ; for  my  Lord  and  I had  been  in  the  north  all  this  while  looking 

^ King’s  Advocate.  For  a favourable  character  of  him,  see  Burnet’s  Hist.  vol.  I- 
p.  279. 
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I wish  you  may  make  good  use  of  my  papers,  and  may  doe  much 
good  to  both  King  and  country.  Adieu  : 1*7 : 

M.  K. 


to  our  interests  there,  if  he  had  not  laid  a necessity  on  us  to  attend  his  motions,  who 
seeks  new  occasions  every  day  to  do  us  liurt,  as  he  did  evidence  by  liis  petition  to  the 
King,  in  order  to  rob  me  of  my  liferent  right  of  the  precept  of  the  £1000.  Yet  for 
all  this  unjustice  and  malice  on  his  part,  I have  lately  to  my  Lady  Elphiston,  my  Lady 
Rosse,  and  divers  others,  whose  husbands  are  counsellors,  laboured  to  vindicate  Blaik- 
wood  from  that  which  he  is  commonly  accused  of,  as  being  instrumental!  in  the  rup- 
ture that  is  betwixt  the  Marquis  and  his  Lady,  that  so  it  might  mitigate  their  resent- 
ments against  him ; for  I love  to  do  good  to  my  enemies,  and  to  leave  vengeance  to 
Him  who  has  said  he  will  repay.  Yea,  the  worst  I wish  to  my  greatest  adversaries  is, 
that  the  Lord  may  convince  them  of  the  wrongs  they  have  done  me,  and  give  them  re- 
pentance and  mercy.  Your  Grace  knows  that  the  favours  which  are  narrated  in  this 
paper,  were  the  effects  of  your  earnest  solicitations,  after  I had  obtained  the  law,  both 
for  myself  and  children,  against  the  Marquis  of  D.,  and  might  have  distrest  him  much, 
if  I had  put  it  to  execution  ; but  upon  your  Grace  and  the  rest  of  his  friends  engaging 
that  he  should  maintain  me  in  my  just  rights,  and  never  come  in  my  contrary  any 
time  thereafter,  according  to  the  letters  obligators,  I did  come  all  the  length  yon  de- 
sired me,  in  many  things  dispensing  with  my  own  advantage,  and  my  children’s,  for 
the  good  of  the  family ; and  tho  I stood  inviolably  to  every  point  I condescended  to, 
yet  how  I have  been  requite  by  the  Marquis  of  D.  all  the  world  knows.  But  since 
he  followed  not  your  Grace’s  prudent  counsell,  the  blame  was  not  on  your  Grace’s  part, 
for  you  have  been  a sufferer  in  part  as  well  as  I : but  if  your  Grace  come  to  have  any 
power  with  him,  by  any  transaction  was  to  he  made,  I hope  from  your  goodnes  to  find 
that  effect  of  your  justice  and  generosity,  as  to  make  good  what  you  long  since  (pro- 
mised) for  the  Marquis  and  me.  I say  not  this  from  any  fear  I have  that  he  can  get 
any  aliment  off  me ; I am  so  guarded  on  all  hands,  by  law  and  the  securities  I have, 
so  as  without  violating  the  laws,  I know  they  cannot  reach  me ; hut  the  good  I would 
reap  from  the  assm  ance  of  peace  with  the  Marquis  of  D.  is,  that  it  would  give  me  the 
liberty  to  retire  to  the  North,  and  then  your  Grace  and  others  would  see  that  I doe 
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Hamilton,  1 of  May. 

M.  D.  L. 

I wrote  to  you  that  day  I parted  from  Edinburgh,  or  the  day  be- 
fore, and  said  somewhat  of  a list  of  ministers,  which  I now  send 
you.  I had  it  from  : 1^9 , 1“^  i‘e , 43  47 : 23 : 357  = e“  ^ and  have  only 
added  a few  with  my  owne  hamd,  which  they  allow  me ; but  am 
farr  from  saying  but  that  ther  are  others  who  will  carry  very  well 
when  they  get  liberty  too.  Your  friends  heere  are  well,  blessed  be 
God.  My  Lady  Duchess  presents  her  service  to  you.  : is  too 

feared  for  the  ministers  ; they  will  not  abuse  liberty,  I am  persuad- 
ed. As  I had  said  this  far,  I got  yours  24  April.  I returne  you 
most  humble  thanks  for  Robin  Kennedy  his  gift,  and  for  writing 

not  influence  my  son  Forfar  to  have  any  debate  with  the  Marquis,  but  that  he  under- 
stands his  own  businesse  so  well,  that  he  will  need  no  informers  in  that  affair ; yea, 
and  I doubt  not,  but  your  Grace  will  find  him  so  just  and  rationall,  and  tender  of 
the  family  he  is  come  off,  that  if  they  deal  generously  with  him,  I think  he  will  dis- 
pense with  part  of  his  right.  I beg  your  Grace’s  pardon  for  this  tedious  scribbling, 
and  that  I may  know  what  I may  expect,  by  a line  with  the  bearer,  who  is,  as  I am, 
my  Lord, 

Your  Grace’s  most  humble  and  obsequious  servant. 

Pardon,  I beseech  your  Grace,  the  coursnes  of  my  paper,  for  I intended  to  tran- 
scribe it  on  a better,  if  the  hearing  of  your  Grace’s  going  away  to  day  had  not  inter- 
rupted me,  so  that  I am  forced  to  send  you  this  confused  scribble,  unpolished  by  a 
second  draught.  5 March,  77. — 

(Endorsed  in  another  hand — 

Information  for  the  busines  betwix  ye  Lord  Marquis  of  Duglas,  and  the 
Countas  of  Sutherland,  and  her  son,  the  Earl  of  Forfar.) 

1 M.  probably  signifies  Mackail ; Mr  George  Hutcheson,  a much  esteemed  clergy- 
man of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  died  at  Irvine  1674. — Vide  Law’s  Memoriulls. 
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to  my  wife ; but  you  must  doe  my  wife  good,  for  a compliment  is 
not  enough.  I am  too  much  obliged  by  your  care  of  me.  If  you 
please  to  aske  Sir  Alexander  Frasers^  advice  for  me,  you  may.  All 
the  trouble  I have  of  it  now  is,  that  I cannot  get  the  skin  on  it,  for 
both  swelling  and  inflammation  is  away.  If  it  were  once  well,  I 
hope  it  would  not  return,  for  I fancy  I know  how  I came  by  it : 

sSl  133:  147:  AdicU. 

(139.  11.  12.  decyphered  and  the  letter  endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ Received  not  at  (a  contraction  here,  somewhat 
like  Edin.)  till  8 May,  1669,  by  W.  S.”) 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDRDALE,  SOLE  SECRETARY 
OF  STAT  FOR  SCOTLAND. 


Hamilton,  19  of  Aug. 

M.  D.  L. 

Tho  I suppose  now  occasions  of  writing  to  you  be  seldomer  nor 
formerly  to  be  had  by  Mr  Sharpe,  yet  I choose  to  send  my  letters 
to  him,  that  when  he  can  send  them  he  may.  If  you  remembered 
that  I said  to  you  only  silence  was  to  be  interpret  a pett,  you  would 
not  draw  ane  ill  opinion  from  my  letters,  as  you  would  very  faine 
doe  in  yours  2d  August,  from  Salisbury,  if  you  knew  how  I humbly 

^ Sir  Alexander  Fraser  of  D cores,  Bart,  principal  physician  to  King  Charles  the 
Second,  and  father  of  the  beautiful  Lady  Peterborough,  whose  charms  the  pencil  of 
Kneller  has  preserved  at  Hampton  Court,  died  at  Whitehall  1681.  His  funeral  ser- 
mon, by  John  Menzies,  Professor  of  Divinity  at  Aberdeen,  is  a very  curious  produc- 
tion. 
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thanke  you  for  writeng  however,  I thanke  God  for  ther  Majesties 
good  healthe,  and  would  very  faine  live  to  see  a wifes  prophecie 
fulfilled,  who  lives  in  Cuningame  ; it  is,  that  the  King  will  : 

87:°^"!®:  18:30 :a^!4S:  with  better  will  nOl*  he  -.37^  396:478:  lam 

sure  he  will  doe  so  : 2^ : 437 ; but  least  you  say  I prophesie  too,  I 
will  leave  this  with  telling  you  many  : 325  : 317:  much  for  : 2^®; 

You  may  assure  your  selfe  I will  never  grudge  youi*  having  more 
of  my  Lady  Duchess  good  opinion  nor  mine,  since  she  can  better 
judge,  so  I obeyed  you  ; but  my  Lady  thinks  my  opinion  of  you 
very  good,  and  bids  present  her  service  to  you.  Whatever  you 
would  have  : 35L  to  : ^45.  understand  it  so  ; 2io:^7:7o:  i9:  nssis: 

hereafter.  Adieu. 

97‘  27.  305.  186.  210.  361.  70.  19.  17.  Decyphered  by  the  Duke,  _ 


Hamilton,  24  of  August. 

M.  D.  L. 

I have  now  receaved  yours  13  of  this  month,  w**  it  seems  came 
by  the  post  to  Mr  Sharpe.  Its  like  long  ere  now  you  have  got  by 
Henry  Macky  severall  of  mine,  and  the  cipher  I sent  you  within 
my  Lady  Duchess  letter,  so  that,  except  the  while  my  leg  was  sore, 
which  I thank  God  is  now  well,  it  was  not  my  fault  you  heard  not 
from  me,  for  I wrote  every  weeke,  and  sent  to  Mr  Sharpe,  who  I 
believe  sent  to  you  as  oft  as  he  could.  I beseech  you  keipe  your 
word  to  write  oft  to  me,  ay  while  I comand  you  to  forbear  it,  w®** 
I thinke  never  to  doe  so  long  as  I live.  Blessed  be  God  for  pre- 
serving the  King  and  Court ; may  he  doe  so  still,  and  cause  him 
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and  his  subjects  heare  the  voice  of  the  rod,  and  who  hath  appoint- 
ed it.  You  know  there  is  no  way  to  avert  wrath  but  by  taking 
with  guiltiness  to  judge  and  conderane  our  selves  for  it,  and  flee  into 
Jesus  Christ  to  be  saved  from  sin  and  wrath,  through  him,  his 
merits  and  mediation.  As  I told  you  in  my  last,  many  a cry  is 
sent  up  to  God  for  the  King,  out  of  poore  Scotland,  and  very  many 
hath  great  hope  of  a good  answer  to  these  prayers  whilk  are  put  up 
for  him  : :f-?7:#7:30:tl:20.-23:“' to  : , {“cj? ..  to  §r/:  earnestly 

and  right  : fgi . isS:  seo : I shall  say  no  more  to  147.  adieu. 

161.  177.  153.  180. 195.  317.  I6l.  195,  380.  Decyplierecl  by  the  Duke- 


Hamilton,  24  of  Sep'*'’ 

M.  D.  L. 

I have  receaved  yours  17th  yesterday,  and  am  sorry  that  you 
need  phisicke,  at  least  so  much  as  you  have  taken.  But  it  is  my 
earnest  wish  that  it  may  contribute  to  your  health,  for  I have  no 
will  at  all  that  you  get  the  cure  of  the  spade  and  shovill  you  men- 
tion, for  your  ill  humour,  these  many  years  yet.  As  for  that 
humble  desire  of  mine  that  you  might  recomend  Mr  Dumbar  to  the 
new  advocate,  when  ther  is  one  pitched  on  by  his  Majesty,  tho  T.^ 
said  he  was  to  have  chieffe  hand  in  those  affairs,  yet  I question  not 
but  ; ^*259^**  will  have  more  power  with  : and  if  you  can  helpe 

one  to  that  place,  it  will  be  hard  if  you  may  not  recomend  one  to 
write  (a  word  torn  off)  the  Fridayes  roll  to  him.  I am  sorry,  indeed. 


^ Probably  Tweedale. 
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you  doe  not  know  him ; but  I doe.  But  tho  it  be  true  I have  no 
relation  to  him,  yet  it  is  as  true  he  had  the  honour  of  a relation  to 
the  2 Dukes  of  Hamilton,  being  sisters  sonne  to  C(hancellor)  Lou- 
down.^  ■\Vhich  relation  deare  Duke  William  owned  to  this  young 
mans  vertuous  mother  ; and  did  for  them  when  he  was  a child 
and  ther  nearest  freinds  did  not. 

This  is  to  let  you  see  I know  him ; and  for  himselfe,  I know  he 
loves  the  King.  He  never  complyed  with  the  usurpers,  and  if  you 
dare  take  my  word,  I dare  pledge  all  my  trust  with  you  for  his 
fedality.  IMy  Lady  presents  her  service  to  you.  She  and  I agrees 
if  you  doe  it  not  : . will  never  do  good  in  her  business.  I con- 

jure you  be  cairfull  of  it  : 26^:133^47:  adieu.  I feare  still  T.  be  : 

117: 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ L : M ; K.  24  Sep,.  1669.”) 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDALE,  HIS  MAJESTIES  COMMIS- 
SIONER FOR  SCOTLAND. 


M.  D.  L. 


Hamilton,  9 of  May. 


Tho  you  have  by  your  silence  expressly  discharged  me  to  write, 


1 Sir  John  Campbell  of  Lawers,  Knight,  who  married  Margaret  Baroness  of  Lon- 
don ; his  sister,  whose  Christian  name  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  peerage,  was  the  wife 
of  David  Dunbar  of  Enterkin. 


80 


LETTERS  FROM  LADY  M.  KENNEDY. 


yet  I hope  this  month  will  have  such  influence  on  you,  the  29, ‘ if 
not  the  21,  as  to  move  your  compassion  to  a widow  and  fatherless 
children.  It  is  to  the  Lady  Caldwell*  and  her  children  that  I im- 
plore your  pitty,  and  that  you  will  mediate  with  his  Majesty  on 
ther  behalf.  If  this  prevail,  it  is  that  w®'*  I very  earnestly  desire. 
If  it  doe  not,  its  but  that  I expect,  so  will  not  be  surprised  with  the 
event ; and  will  assure  you  of  as  little  trouble  by  me  or  my  let- 
ters as  I can.  I shall  say  nothing  of  my  Lady  Duchess,  for  she 
hath  bin  almost  a fortnight  away  at  Cassillis.^  Adieu. 

^ The  day  of  King  Charles  the  Second’s  restoration. 

* Barbara,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Cunningham  of  Cunninghamhead,  and  wife  of 
W’illiam  Muir  of  Caldwell ; the  sufferings  of  herself  and  family  in  the  Covenanted 
Cause,  are  fully  recorded  by  Wodrow. 

3 A house  of  the  Earl  of  Cassillis,  then  the  Duchess’s  brother-in-law. 


BKl'NSTOX 


The  three  French  letters  which  follow,  together  with  many  more,  evidently  belonging 
to  the  Lauderdale  Collection,  were  publickly  sold,  in  London,  1824.  The  cata- 
logue states  the  first  to  have  been  written  by  “ Lady  Mary  Seton,  one  of  the  four 
Maries,”  who  waited  upon  Queen  Marie  of  Scotland ; but  it  is  more  probable 
that  the  authoress  was  Mary  Pyeres  or  Peris,  a French  lady,  who  came  into 
Scotland  with  Mary  of  Lorrain,  and  was  the  second  wife  of  George,  fourth  Lord 
Seton.  The  letter  is  without  a direction. — The  next  is  said  to  be  from  “ Mar- 
garet Kirkaldy,  wife  of  Kirkaldy  of  Grange but  several  circumstances  make 
it  plain  that  the  Margaret  in  question  was  unmarried. — The  third  is  certainly 
from  Mary,  daughter  of  Malcolm,  third  Lord  Fleming,  and  wife  to  Secretary 
Maitland.  She  was  married  to  this  most  remarkable  person  at  Stirling,  January 
1567,  and  her  letter  is  addressed  to  his  sister  Isabel,  the  wife  of  James  Heriot 
of  Trabroun. 


Monsieur, 

Depuis  quinze  jours  jay  receu  vos  Ires,  dequoy  je  mestime  de 
plus  en  plus  vous  estre  obligd,  et  croyez  sil  vous  plait  que  si  javois 
le  moyen  conforme  a ma  volontd,  vous  cognoistriez  que  nauez  randu 
vfe  redeuable  ime  ingrate.  Je  me  doutois  a peu  pres  (comme  je 
pence  vous  auoir  mande  a mes  derniers)  le  peu  d’esperance  que 
jauois  de  reussiment  de  vos  peines,  mais  sil  auenoit  que  queluns  ce 

voulut  preualoir  dicelles,  vous  pouvez  assurer  que  le  premier  mo- 

L 
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tif  vous  en  demeure  tousjours  auec  Ihoneur  de  vfe  charitd ; se  sont 
parolle  a mon  grand  regret  qui  ne  sont  accopagnez  des  effects  que 
je  desireroit  a vos  merites.  Jay  fait  vos  recouiandation  a M.  Mar- 
guerite Kirkaldy.  je  nes  voulu  failler  vous  faire  cet  responce,  encore 
que  je  nay  autre  sujet  de  vous  donner  la  peine  de  lire  mes  Ires, 
• sinon  pour  vous  advertir  du  tamps  que  jay  receu  les  vfes ; ne  me 
restant  donques  plus  que  mes  plus  humbles  bsons,  je  finiray. 
Monsieur  vous  demeurant  a jamais, 

vre  plus  huble  et  tresoblig^, 

Marie  de  Seton. 

ce  20  Juliet. 


NO  DIRECTION. 


Monsieur, 

Jay  receu  la  vre  du  18  auril,  et  vous  remercie  tres  humblement. 
Monsieur,  de  Ihoneur  de  vfe  souvenir,  pour  la  charge  ou  il  a pleu 
a Dieu  m’apeller,  quoy  que  tres  indigne,  jay  de  gndes  obbgations  a 
s'uir  sa  diuine  Majeste,  ce  que  je  desire  de  tout  mon  cour,  et  de  tas- 
cher,  moinnant  sa  g“,  dbonorer  ma  patrie.  cest  lun  de  mes  plus  par- 
ticuberes  soubaicts,  et  de  vous  etre  a toujours. 

Monsieur, 

Vfe  treshumble  et  tres  afectionee  s'vante. 

Marguerite  Kirkaldy. 


ce  dernier  May. 
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A MADAMOISELLE  DE  TREBRON  MA  SEUR. 

* 

Ma  Seur, 

Je  serois  bien  ayse  de  pousuoir  parler  avec  vous  sil  estoit  pos- 
sible, mais  ce  pendant  je  jous  prie,  sy  vous  saves  ce  que  mons'.  de 
quodimquam^  a escript  au  regent  touchant  moy,  madvertir  que  sest, 
car  ace  que  jantans  il  me  charge  de  quelque  chouse,  je  ne  say  que 
sest,  Parquoi  je  vous  prie  vous  enquerir  ce  que  seste  a la  verite,  et 
me  la  mander,  sy  naues  la  coiiaodite  de  venir.  et  surce  nayant  nul 
bon  subjest  qui  merite  vous  faire  plus  long  discours,  je  vous  baise- 
ray  les  mains  de  lady  Hontingeme  et  les  vostres,  vous  priant  dan 
faire  auttant  de  ma  part  a la  reste  de  vfe  bonne  compaignie,  priant 
Deiu,  ma  seur,  quil  nous  doint  grace  de  porter  patiemant  toute  les 
fortunes  quil  luy  plaist  nous  envoier,  et  prinsipallema  moy,  qui 
auay  bon  besoin ; et  Dieu  vous  ait  en  sa  guarde.  escript  ce  mardy 
Riaitin. 

Vfe  plus  affaictionnee  et  fiddle  seur  a son  pousuoir, 

Marie  Flemyng. 


^ Probably  John,  Prior  of  Coldingham,  natural  son  of  King  James  the  Vth.,  and 
brother  of  the  Regent  Moray, 
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FROM  THE  VISCOUNTESS  llANELAUGH. 

FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LATHARDALL,  ONE  OF  Y"  GENTLEMEN  OF 
HIS  Ma”“®.  BED  CHAMBER,  THESE  AT  COURT. 

Lady  Katherine,  daughter  of  the  first  Earl  of  Cork,  and  wife  of  Arthur,  second  vis- 
coxmt  Ranelagh,  was  generally  respected  for  her  great  piety,  and  universal  bene- 
volence. Burnet  observes,  tliat  “ she  lived  the  longest  on  the  most  public  scene, 
and  made  the  greatest  figure  in  all  the  revolutions  of  these  kingdoms  for  about  fifty 
years,  of  any  woman  of  that  age.”  The  Bishop  afterwards  adds  ; “ and  though  some 
particular  opinions  might  shut  her  up  in  a divided  communion,  yet  her  soul  was 
never  of  a party.” 

My  Lord, 

To  mind  y'  Lop.  of  forgotten  promise  of  obligeing  me  by  y* 
sight  of  more  of  y'  papers,  I venture  to  present  y"  w*  this  inclosed 
one,  w"'*'  is  I’elateing  to  a matter  y‘  may  justefie  its  apeareing  before 
y"  in  a mourneing  couler,  (w'*'  yet  I wish  had  not  proceeded,  from 
its  want  of  cleanenes.)  Y“  have  it  as  it  came  to  me  ; and  in  its 
contents  y“  wil  meete  a sad  story,  and  find  y‘  an  act  made  in  y®  35th 
of  Queene  Eliza:  severe  enough  to  fright  y®  y”  treasonablely  active 
Papists,  and  esteemed  ever  since  to  severe  to  be  executed  upon  soe 
much  as  any  one  of  y™,  aga*‘  whom  it  was  expressly  made,  is  now 
proceeded  upon  in  y®  case  of  a dissenting  Protestant,  in  respect  of 
some  ceremonies  of  religious  worshipe  from  y®  Chui’ch  of  England, 
to  a sentence  of  abjuration  or  death.  The  first  his  conscience  for- 
bidds  him  to  execute  upon  himselfe,  and  y®  latter  its  feared,  those 
y*  gave,  wil  execute  upon  him,  unless  his  Ma‘'’*  mercy  interpose. 
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w'*’  this  implores  in  his  council.  As  one  of  y®  noble  and  Christian 
members  of  w'**  this  is  offered  to  y'  Lo*’,  who  wil,  I hope,  take  to 
y'selfe  y«  honor  of  apeareing  to  prevent  y®  proceeding  of  such  a sen- 
tence, in  y®  time  of  a King  y‘*  blessed  w^^  a sweetnes  of  nature  soe 
contrary  to  y®  sperit  its  given  w"*,  assisted  w***  a council  of  w®'’  y' 
Lo*".  is  one.  Upon  whom  my  brother^  has  several  times  atempted 
wayteing  at  y'  lodgings  in  vaine,  and  whose  pardon  she  beggs  for 
this  boldnes,  whose  absence  from  y®  toune  for  2 or  3 months,  by 
her  being  at  Lees,  (wheather  she  intends  to  goe  a Friday  next)  is 
like  to  free  y“  from  y®  like  for  soe  long,  and  who  wil  always  be,  my 
Lord, 

Y'  Lop‘  humble  serv‘. 

K.  Ranalaugh. 

Tuesday  morning, — this  day  y®  petition  of  w®**  this  is  a coppie,  is 
expected  to  be  called  for  at  Council. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ Lady  Ranelowe,  w‘  a petitione.”) 


FROM  LADY  MARGARET  KENNEDY. 


FOR  SIR  ROBERT  MORAY,  LORD  JUSTICE  CLERKE. 

1 of  Oct. 

Kindest  Husband, 

Yours  of  23  of  September  I receaved,  w®**  mentions  my  wifes  er- 
rour  and  mine  ; whatsoever  it  be,  we  did  not  enfect  one  another,  and 

1 Probably  the  celebrated  Robert  Boyle,  with  whom  Lady  Ranelagh  resided  in 
Pall-Mall  for  twenty-three  years. 
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we  cannot  argue  it  at  this  distance.  I must  tell  you,  1 take  it  very 
inkindly,  that  my  best  husband  hath  so  very  much  forgotten  me, 
as  to  thinke  I would  set  a lye  under  my  hand,  and  affirme  it  for  a 
truth.  Short  did  say  to  an  honester  man  nor  ever  he  himselfe  was, 
or  will  be,  that  my  best  husband  had  smarted  for  that  letter,  and 
should  still  smart  more ; and  he  to  whom  it  was  said,  did  repeat 
these  very  words  to  me  this  day  ; and  it  is  likewise  true  that  Short 
said  to  another,  that  my  best  husband  shew  him  that  letter  ere  he 
read  it  himselfe,  and  asked  his  opinion  what  use  he  should  make  of 
it.  My  best  husband  knowes  if  he  did  it,  but  I doe  know  Short 
said  it  to  one  whom  you  will  credit  as  much  as  me  ; but  if  he  be- 
lieve it  not,  I shall  only  say,  much  good  may  his  disappointment 
doe  liim  when  it  comes.  So  this  is  from. 

Kindest  Husband, 

Your  angry  Wife, 

(This  letter  was  discovered  among  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale’s  papers.) 


FROM  ANNE,  COUNTESS  OF  SOUTHESK. 

FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWDERDAILE. 

You  have  so  oft  tould  me  that  I was  not  to  take  ill  your  not 
writing  to  me,  that  to  witnes  I doe  not,  I now  no  more  give  you 
this  troubel,  but  when  I am  to  desiare  favores  of  you.  You  would, 
I am  sure,  since  you  have  promised  me  friendship,  have  me  trust 


APPENDIX. 


87 


to  it ; and  since  you  oblige  all  the  world,  you  wont  wonder  if  I 
exacte  a share,  when  you  have  so  much  permited.  My  Lord  Stor- 
mount,^  when  he  was  in  England,  obtained  of  you  to  procure  from 
the  King  a libertye  for  my  Lord  Lower"  to  chainge  his  titel,  but 
he  has  chouce  wone  so  neare  my  Lords,  that  tis  allmost  a confound- 
of  them  ; therefore  my  Lord,  upon  the  asurance  I gave  him  that 
you  would  not  refuse  to  aske  for  me,  what  you  got  granted  him, 
has  commanded  me  to  use  my  interest  with  you,  to  get  an  order 
from  the  King  to  stop  it,  at  least  till  he  alter  that  titel  he  intend- 
ed. This  let  me  beeg  you  will  returne  me  an  answer  in,  because 
tis  the  first  thing  I have  bin  imployed  in  since  I came  heather,  and 
I would  not  willingly  apear  slited.  After  this  I am  confident  you 
expect  no  more,  nor  will  I say  much,  onely,  my  Lord,  if  the  desor- 
ders  heare  or  any  whaire  ells  ocation  the  raising  more  troops,  give 
me  live  to  remember  you  of  the  honnor  my  Lord  has  to  be  related 
to  you ; that  advantage  I perswaid  him  might  have  given  him  in- 
couragment  to  aske  your  asistans  him  selfe,  in  a thing  hes  so  much 
consarned  in.  I am  sure  youl  thinke,  had  my  father  lived,  he  would 
not  have  found  him  selfe  in  this  the  last  considered  of  all  his  coun- 
trymen ; and  I am  confident,  upon  that  account,  and  yours,  if  thear 
be.  ocation,  the  King  wont  refuse  a person  that  perhaps  is  as  capa- 

^ David,  4th  Viscount  of  Stormont,  brother-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Southesk. 

® In  the  year  1639,  Sir  John  Carnegie,  brother  to  the  firet  Earl  of  Southesk,  was 
created  Lord  Lour;  in  1647;  Earl  of  Ethie,  Lord  Lour  and  Egglismadie ; and  in 
1662,  he  got  his  titles  changed  to  Earl  of  Northesk  and  Lord  Rosehill.  Count  Ha- 
milton tells  us  that  Lady  Anne  detested  her  own  husband’s  first  title,  which  he  spelt 
Southesquc. 
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ble  to  serve  him,  and  may  doe  it  with  as  much  pation,  as  those 
that  wear  souner  imployed ; and  I dare  asure  you  all  the  expres- 
tions  of  gratitud  that  eather  his  life  or  interest  can  give  you.  He 
wlould  i-ather  have  come  to  tell  you  this  him  selfe  then  let  me  writ 
it,  but  that  my  condition,  and  Charles^  illnes,  which  ocations  ower 
being  in  the  toune,  makes  me  beeg  the  contrary.  But  I conjuare 
you  both  to  pardon  what  I have  said,  and,  if  you  have  any  goodnes 
for  me,  let  me  find  it  in  this  ; for  to  live  heare,  and  apear  les  then 
all  the  world  in  the  King’s  esteem,  is  to  ensuportable  a suferans  for 
yom*  most  faithful  sarvant, 

A.  Carnegy. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ Lady  Anne  Carnegy.”) 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDAIL. 

I am  now  so  accustumed  to  torment  you,  that  I belive  you  will 
at  last  be  forced  to  repent  the  privilege  you  gave  me.  John  Max- 
well will  tell  you  tho,  how  unwillingly  I doe  it  at  this  time.  I write 
to  you  a great  whil  agoe  consarneing  my  plase ; he  will  satisfie  you  of 
the  resons  which  forse  me  againe  to  beeg  your  assistanses  in  it,  and 
since  tis  not  a thing  which  I belive  will  be  refused,  give  me  live  to 

‘ Probably  Charles,  her  eldest  son,  afterwards  fourth  Earl ; the  other,  William,  was 
killed  in  a duel  at  Paris  1 681,  by  William  Talmach,  son  of  the  Duchess  of  Lauder- 
dale. 
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think  you  wont  denie  me  your  indeavors,  which  I am  sure  will  suc- 
seed ; and  tis  more  considerabel  to  me  then  you  can  imagine, 
thearfore  you  will,  if  you  love  me  at  all,  witnes  it  in  this  to  your 
faithful  sarvant. 

A.  C. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ my  Lady  Camegey.”) 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDAILL. 

I have  reseved  your  letter,  and  will  thanke  you  whether  you  will 
or  no ; those  endevors  you  confes  is  the  obligation  at  this  time ; if 
I should  goe  to  reckon  all  I have  to  you,  it  would  tire  us  both  : but 
I am  as  sensibel  as  if  I saide  much,  and  I belive  its  more  pleasing, 
for  you  love  a great  deal  better,  I finde,  to  doe  good  ofeses  then  re- 
sive  the  acknowledgments  thay  desserve.  My  Lord  was  in  great 
hope,  sinse  the  King  is  pleased  to  doe  him  so  great  an  honnor,  that  he 
should  have  had  libertye  to  chouse  his  own  cornet,  as  the  rest  does, 
espetialy  sinse  we  heard  heare  James  Home  was  desined  for  an- 
other. If  it  wear  posibel,  I would  beeg  of  you  to  try  if  the  King 
would  doe  us  the  grase  to  chainge  him  to  my  Lord  Drumlenarike,^ 
because  my  Lord  is  so  consarned  to  have  wone  Mr  Sincler,  who 
sayes  he  had  the  honnor  to  waite  on  you  before  he  went  to  Franse. 
He  is  realy  now  a very  prety  youth. 

1 Afterwards  second  Duke  of  Queensberry. 

M 
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You  may  easily  belive  I am  very  proucle  of  the  Kings  favore ; 
the  markes  I reseve  of  it  is  all  my  hapines  heare.  Twas  confidens 
enough  in  me  to  hope  he  would  grant  me  the  priviledge  to  keep  mi 
plase,  I was  never  so  rideculos  to  desiare  it  for  wone  who,  for  ought 
I Icnow,  does  not  her  selfe,  and  the  rest,  alase,  deserves  none.  But 
sins  you  have  bin  so  good,  you  must  finish  it,  that  is,  hasten  it  all 
you  can,  for  I would  very  faine  have  it  before  I goe  home,  which 
will  be  within  this  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ; and  then  I thinke  it 
wear  best  to  pay  my  duety  of  thankes  to  the  King  for  all  togither, 
least  my  letters  prove  as  troubelsome  as  my  requests.  I am  sure 
you  meet  with  enough  from  them  both,  but  sinse  you  doe  so  much, 
you  will  pardon  to  this  daughter  of  your  frind,  who  at  least  loves 
you  as  well  as  he  did. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duke, 

“ my  Lady  Camegey.”) 


Foil  THE  EARLE  OF  LAUDERDAILL. 

I have  but  thre  words  to  say,  for  I know  you  dont  love  long  let- 
ters that  signifie  onely  troubils,  thearfore  I will  but  tell  you  that 
now  you  know  thear  are  to  be  more  troupes  raised,  if  you  be  good 
natured  you  will  remember  my  Lord  ; the  comeshiener  heare  tells 
me  he  has  writ  to  you  for  him,  which  is  a very  great  favore,  but  I 
will  as  willingly  owe  the  obligation  of  the  effect  to  my  Lord  Law- 


ij'o-y  /tc. 


L/'~  . 

U J /P  ' ij 

’-  V /tc  u.-(nL  ^ 

pirU- J rrv^  ^ 


^ Hm.  \yi/L  pj^xr 
ffWTTX.  Ao/  ,yimy  ut/iax_  d^ 
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derdail,  and  I am  sure  if  it  be  done,  tis  to  him  the  acknowledgment 
is  dew,  and  shall  be  for  ever  payed  by 

A.  C. 


(Endorsed  by  the  Duke,, 

“ Lady  Camegay.”  13  Jan^‘  1667.) 


FOR  THE  EARLE  OF  LAWTHERDAIL. 


Pray  come  heather  imediately,  for  I am  in  the  greatest  desorder 
till  I sie  you,  and  have  your  advise,  that  ever  I was  in  my  life..  I 
am  so  ill  that  I cam  say  no  more,  but  pray  come  as  you  love 

A.  C. 


(Endorsed  by  the  Duke,  “ L.  C.”) 


Among  the  Lauderdale  Papers  is  the  following  “ copy  of  a Ire  to  the  ChancelP. 
concerning  the  Countesse  of  Southesk,  her  busieness,”  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Duke. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  2Qth  Feb.  7 1. 

1 hare  receaved  yo*  Lops.  Ire,  with  ane  inclosed  accompte  from  the  Earle  of  South- 
esk, and  have  acquainted  the  King,  who  lookes  upon  that  acc^  as  noe  maner  of 
ans'  to  his  Maj^*®*  comands  to  yo*  Lop.  For  his  Maj**®  considers  not  what  money 
his  Lop.  payed  since  his  manage,  but  what  he  has  payed  to  her  since  his  agreement 
upon  her  quiteing  Inerveik,  to  w®**  be  is  solemnely  bound,  and  has  ouned  it  under  his 
hand  to  the  King.  Therefor  I ame  specially  comanded  by  the  King  to  signifie  his 
pleasure  to  yo'  Lop.  that  you  imediately  transmitt  to  him  the  Earle  of  Southesks 
positive  ans®  without  delay,  whether  he  will  pay  that  6001b.  yearly  since  the  agree- 
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FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  BAI.CARRES  TO  THE 
EARL  OF  LAUDERDALE. 

Lady  Anne  Mackenzie,  daughter  of  the  first  Earl  of  ^paforth,  is  described  by  Richard 
Baxter  as  a woman  of  a very  exalted  character — “ she  was  married  to  the  Earl  of 
Balcarres,  a Covenanter,  but  an  enemy  to  Cromwell’s  perfidiousness,  and  true  to  the 
person  and  authority  of  the  King : with  the  Earl  of  Glencaime  he  kept  up  the  last 
war  for  the  King  against  Cromwell,  and  his  lady,  through  dearness  of  affection, 
marched  with  him,  and  lay  out  of  doors  with  him  on  the  mountains.” — Baxter’s  Life, 
p.  121.  We  also  learn  from  Baxter,  that  Lord  Balcarres,  to  whom  the  Earl  of  Lau- 
derdale was  “ near  kinsman  and  great  friend,”  died  of  a consumption.  Cowley 
wrote  verses  to  his  memory.  His  widow  subsequently  married  the  Earl  of  Ar- 
gyle,  beheaded  in  1685,  and  seems  to  have  been  always  unfortunate.  Her  favourite 
daughter,  by  her  fii'st  husband,  Lady  Anne,  becoming  a convert  to  the  Popish  per- 
suasion, ran  ofif  from  her  mother,  and  took  refuge  in  a French  nunnery,  where  she 
died.  Baxter  says  “ when  a servant  went  after  her  coach,  and  overtook  her  in  Lin- 
coln’s-Inn-Fields,  she  positively  promised  to  come  again,  and  said  she  went  but  to 
see  a friend ; also,  she  complained  to  the  Queene-Mother,  of  her  mother,  as  if  she 
used  her  hardly  for  religion,  which  was  false : in  a word,  her  mother  told  me,  that 
before  she  turned  Papist,  she  scarce  ever  heard  a lye  from  her ; and  since  then  she 
could  believe  nothing  that  she  said.” 


My  Deir  Lord, 


St  Andrus,  the  13  of  Febh 


When  I consider  how  lesie  I am  to  wret,  and  also  how  disayrous 


ment,  yea  or  noe.  For  if  he  shall  delay,  his  Maj‘‘®  comands  me  to  let  you  know 
that  he  will  imediatly  give  coinand  to  have  him  pursued  according  to  law,  in  name 
of  the  trustee,  whose  acquitances  can  he  the  only  discharge  to  my  Lord,  and  then 
these  pretended  accompts  will  be  out  of  doores.  Off  this  tlie  King  expects  a present 
speedy  account  from  yo'  Lop.,  for  his  Maj‘‘®  will  have  the  business  vigorously  pursued 
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I realie  am,  y‘  my  friends  should  neuer  be  trubeled  w,  heering  of 
so  unfortunat  a person  as  I am,  and  what  a gritt  adision  its  to  myn, 
to  let  y“  know  so  much  and  so  frequently ; y'  Lo.  knows  so  well 
for  whom  it  is  I doe  it,  y‘  I will  make  no  apoligie  for  what  I day- 
ly  trubell  you  w‘.  Now,  my  Lord,  I shall  only  say,  I have  sent 
y'  Lo.  w'  my  Lord  St  Andrus,^  a pour  pledg  for  so  rich  a jewell ; 
this  is  all  I heve  now  for  my  dier  chyld,®  my  litill  sant,  I may 

according  to  law.  And  if  his  Lop.  shall  postpone,  I doe  verily  beleive  the  King  will 
coniand  him  to  come  hither  to  give  an  accorapte  of  it  himselfe  ; in  the  mean  time,  his 
Maj* **®  requires  you  to  send  him  a speedy  ans^  These  his  Maj‘‘“  comands,  I was 
comanded  to  signifie  to  yo''  Lop.  I ame 

Yo'  LoP®  most  humble  serv** 

In  Fountainhall's  Decisions,  vol.  i.  p.  466,  mention  is  made  of  Lady  Southesk’s  ser- 
vice as  heiress  to  her  father,  in  the  barony  of  Innerwick.  She  died  in  Holland, 
October  1695,  and  her  husband  at  Edinburgh,  February  1688. — “ Feb^-  21,  1696. 
The  Earl  of  Southesk  presents  a bill  against  Lord  Stormont,  Drumcairn,  &c.  shewing 
that  when  his  father  was  in  agone  mortis,  the  petitioner  was  induced  per  metum  re- 
verentialem,  and  threats  of  exheredation,  and  cursing,  to  sign  a bond  of  L.5000  ster- 
ling without  any  onerous  cause,  to  his  aunt,  the  Lady  Errol,”  (the  Kate  Carnegie  of  the 
ballad)  “ upon  trust,  and  as  a check  upon  him  not  to  be  too  much  led  by  his  mother’s 
counsels,  as  was  then  feared  he  would  ; and  therefore  craved  witnesses  might  be  ex- 
amined as  to  the  cause  of  the  bond,”  &c. — Fountainhall,  vol.  i.  p.  713.  At  Kinnaird, 
the  seat  of  Sir  James  Carnegie,  Bart.,  is  a beautiful  portrait,  by  Lely,  of  Lady  South- 
esk, breaking  Cupid’s  bow  across  her  knee,  its  owner  weeping  bitterly  in  the  back 
ground. 

* James  Sharp,  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  murdered  1679. 

s Charles,  second  Earl  of  Balcarres,  died  15th  Oct^  1662,  being  then  a boy  of  about 
10  or  12  years  of  age.  Baxter  says  he  was  a very  hopeful  youth,  and  “ died  of  a 
strange  disease,  two  stones  being  found  in  his  heart,  of  which  one  was  very  great,” 
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rather  say,  who  is  now  I hop  a star  of  the  first  madnetud.  O my 
suit  chyld,  how  distresed,  how  sorrowfull  hes  he  left  me,  w‘  an  afflick- 
ed  feniilie.  I could  say  much  of  my  loses  of  my  tuo  dier  Lord  Bal- 
carres’,  hot  I know  it  is  not  so  civell,  as  plisent  to  me,  and  the 
rather  when  I remember  its  to  y'  Lo.,  whos  they  both  war  almost 
as  myn.  War  it  not  too  tedious,  I think  I could  heve  wreten,  tho 
not  so  learnedly,  yet  more  fully,  and  y‘  w'**  y'  Lo.  and  phisians,  (y‘  I 
think  will  be  astonished  w‘  the  bignes  of  the  ston,  how  his  litell 
heart  could  contin  it,)  wold,  have  made  use  of ; bot  I shall  only  tell 
• you  y‘  sins  this  chyld  was  a year  old,  y‘  hee  was  strong  to  run,  he 
never  did  y‘  nor  any  violant  exersis,  bot  his  water  at  y®  day  wold  be 
almost  like  blood,  so  much’blood  was  amongst  it:  w' we  thoght  was  a 
strangerie,  and  the  rather  y‘  hee  was  troubled  som  tims  w*  the  ston. 

My  Lord,  pray  let  me  know  what  phisians  says  of  it,  and  if  ther 
could  have  been  help  for  it,  and  whither  they  think  hee  hes  had  it 
from  his  conseption,  or  bot  letly  grewen.  I am,  my  dier  Lord, 
Your  most  afiectionat  Cosen, 

and  most  hombell  servent, 

Anne  Balcaeues. 
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FROM  THE  MARCHIONESS  OF  ATHOLE,  TO  THE 
DUCHESS  or  LAUDERDALE. 


Amelia  Sophia,  Marchioness  of  Athole,  was  the  third  daughter  of  James,  Earl*of 
Derby,  beheaded  for  his  loyalty,  1651 ; her  mother  was  Charlotte,  daughter  of 
Claude  de  la  Tremouille,  Duke  of  Thouars  and  Prince  of  Palmont,  the  heroine  who 
so  gallantly  defended  Latham  house,  against  the  Parliamentary  forces.  Of  the 
Marchioness  some  mention  is  made  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  in  his  History  of 
Scotland,  p.  321. 


2/*  8 of  May. 

Madame, 

My  sister  Dorchester^  liaveing  informed  me  how  willing  your 
Lp.  is  to  doe  good  to  y‘  famillie,  and  knowing  y'  generosity  upon  all 
occasions,  I am  encoraged  to  become  an  humble  suplicant  to  y'  Lp. 
y‘  y"  wud  t»e  pleased,  now  y‘  my  Lord  Tweedale  is  att  London,  and 
y‘  y‘  is  y®  fittest  time,  to  speake  in  my  behalfe  to  his  Majestie  ; who 
was  ounce  most  gratiously  pleased  to  promiss  to  doe  me  some  par- 
ticular favour  for  my  onne  suiferings,  w'*'  are  of  such  a nature,  y‘  I 
know  y"  Lap.  is  not  ignorant  of  y“.  Now,  Madam,  all  y‘  I pretend  to, 
or  shall  beg  of  his  Majesty  is,  y*  he  would  be  pleased  to  lett  me 
have  a warrant  for  y®  arreares  due  to  my  Lord  of  y*  sallerie  w'**  be- 
longs to  his  place,  as  Justice  Generali ; it  is  but  a small  summ,  but 
yet  would  be  of  very  great  advantage  to  us,  and  if  it  could  be  pro- 
cured by  y'  La:  meanes,  you  would  do  an  act  y*  would  oblidg  a 
wholl  familie,  that  does  only  relye  on  Lp.  for  it. 

* Lady  Catherine  Stanley,  married  to  Henry,  Marquis  of  Dorchester. 
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I dare  not  add  any  more,  but  beg  pardon  for  y‘  troble,  and  to 
assure  you  that  I am,  w“'  all  the  integritie  y‘  becomes  me, 

Madame, 

Y'  Lp,  most  humble  servant  and  affe*®.  cosen, 

Amelie  Atholl. 

• 

My  Lord  presents  his  humble  service  to  y'  Lp.  and  wee  both  to 
y*^  most  noble  Lord;,  and  begs  y®  continuance  of  his  Lps.  and  y'  fa- 
vor and  goodnes  to  us  ; and  also  to  be  asured  of  our  gratitude,  and 
y‘  to  y®  uttmost  of  our  power  we  shall  ever  endeavor  to  serve  you 
both. 

^Ve  wish  my  Lady  Yester  all  hapines  of  her  fine  chilldren. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  WEMYSS  TO  THE  DUCHESS  OF 

LAUDERDALE. 


Lady  Margaret  Lesley,  daughter  of  John,  Earl  of  Rothes,  by  Lady  Anne  Erskine, 
daughter  of  John,  Earl  of  Mar,  married,  first,  James,  Lord  Balgony;  secondly, 
Francis,  Earl  of  Buccleuch ; thirdly,  David,  Earl  of  Wemyss,  and  had  issue  by  all 
three.  Her  “ son  Melvill”  mentioned  in  the  following  letter,  was  Geoi^e,  Earl 
of  Melvill,  married  to  her  daughter  Catharine,  by  her  first  marriage ; her  “ daughter 
Buccleuch,”  was  the  Duchess  of  Buccleuch  and  Monmouth,  from  whom  a letter 
addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  was  sold  in  London  with  this,  the  French 
' letters,  and  those  from  Ladies  Balcarres  and  Ranelagh.  The  Duke  of  Lauderdale, 
writing  to  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale,  Ith  Feb^.  1668,  says — “ I have  received 
yours  and  M.  R.’s,  and  shall  give  a good  account,  God  willing,  by  next  post ; for 
this  night  your  niece,  tlie  Dutches  of  Monmouth,  is  the  second  time  to  get  the  re- 
putation of  ane  excellent  player,  and  I am  to  be  a spectator." 
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I doe  very  much  regrate  your  Grace  indisposition,  and  the  little 
good  you  fynd  from  the  remedies  you  have  iised ; and  albeit  I be 
deprived  of  a satisfaction  which  I wold  hop  oftener  to  reseve  from 
your  Grace  hands,  if  you  wer  able  to  wret,  yet  I wilingly  am  de- 
nayed  to  that  favour,  rather  then  to  have  it  at  the  rate  of  so  much 
truble  I know  it  most  cans  to  you,  as  often  as  your  Grace  is  ill ; 
and  if  I knew  what  to  wret  worthy  your  notice,  I wold  wret  every 
post,  without  wireing  or  expecting  a return,  hot  when  it  could  be 
given  at  your  lesur,  and  without  pain. 

I am  confident  my  son  Melvill  will  doe  his  best  to  put  my  dowgh- 
ter  Buccleuchs  afairs  in  beter  order,  bot  I am  as  confidant  his  in- 
deavors  will  be  to  litle  purpos  without  your  excellent  lords  help  & 
councell,  and  I kno  he  is  so  wyse  as  not  to  move  without  so  good 
& nesesarie  help,  and  trewly  that  he  and  I are  alowed  this  freedom 
from  his  & your  Grace,  is  a favour  which  I,  and  I kno  he  too,  will  al- 
wiss  wse  with  all  thankfullness.  The  practising  of  sume  to  beget 
enamies  to  your  Lord  will  (I  hop  in  God)  com  to  nothing,  as  it  heth 
hither  too.  I have  from  the  beginning  of  this  cabaling  sein  very 
much  weaknes,  and  more  boldnes  than  I could  have  expected  from 
sum  of  them,  whom  I have  knoen  at  other  tyms  to  have  caried  ther 
litle  disyns  with  mor  closnes  and  greter  cawtion.  My  Lord  Kin- 
cardine continues  his  litle  pitiful  triks  of  misrepresenting  your  noble 
Lord,  bot  they  are  looked  upon  by  all  who  have  not  lost  ther  brain 
as  the  deuysis  of  a man  who  is  desparat,  & who  speaks  ill  things 
only  to  pleas  his  anger  and  malice. 

^ Alexander,  2d  Earl  of  Kincardine. 

N 
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Your  Grace  could  not  have  honored  me  with  a present  of  greter 
value  then  your  Lords  and  your  own  pictor,  which  I humblie  byg 
may  be  both  doon  in  on  frame,  and  your  Grace  may  be  aswred, 
since  you  have  made  such  a promise,  (for  which  I thank  your  Grace 
most  humblie,)  I will  give  yow  litle  rest  till  it  be  performed  ; for 
in  ray  trewtb,  I kno  not  two  such  persons  who  are  man  and  wife, 
who  deserus  so  weill  to  have  what  is  outtward  of  them  drawen  to 
the  lyf ; for  what  is  inward  is  inimatable  by  any  witt  I know.^ 
Your  colyer  presents  his  most  humble  service  to  your  Grace,  as 
we  both  presum  to  doe  to  your  Lord. 

I am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  Grace  most  faithfuU  humble  servant 
& cusin, 

Margaret  Leslie. 

Wemyss,  10  Agust. 


* The  portraits  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess,  on  one  canvass,  by  Lely,  are  still  at 
Wemyss  Castle  ; there  is  a duplicate  of  this  picture,  which  has  been  engraved  in  mez- 
zotinto  by  Williams,  at  Ham  House. 


APPENDIX. 


99 


FROM  THE  DUTCHESS  OF  LAUDERDALE,  TO  SIR  THOMAS 
MURRAY  OF  GLENDOICK,  BART. 


FOR  THE  RIGHT  HON®”.  THE  LORD  REGISTER,  ATT  EDIN: 


Elizabeth,  Countess  of  Dysart  in  her  own  right,  and  widow  of  Sir  Lionel  Talmasb, 
married  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  in  the  year  1671,  “ And  though  it  was  alleg’d 

by  her  friends,  that  she  was  then  but  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  so  might  have  her 
children,  yet  this  was  no  motive  of  his,  nor  was  it  founded  upon  any  measure  of 
probability ; but  in  this  he  really  yielded  to  his  gratitude,  she  having  formerly  saved 
his  life,  by  her  mediation  with  the  usurper.  Nor  was  her  wit  less  charming  than 
the  beauty  of  other  women  ; nor  had  the  extraordinary  beauty  she  possest,  whilst 
she  was  young,  ceded  to  the  age  at  which  she  was  then  arriv’d.”  Sir  G.  Mac- 
kenzie’s Memoirs,  p.  218.  Burnet  tells  us,  ‘'that  she  had  studied  not  only  divinity, 
and  history,  but  mathematicks,  and  philosophy.”  It  appears  from  Foimtainhall, 
that  her  cousin  Sir  Thomas  Murray  was  one  of  her  most  confidential  friends. 

JanL  10th,  79. 

I have  not  heard  from  y°  this  several  posts  : I hope  y°  are  in 
good  helth,  and  that  no  accident  hes  hindered  y®.  I expect  with 
impatience  thos  two  gifts,  w"*  by  my  Lords  ordour,  I writ  to  y“  to 
send  np  as  soon  as  was  possible  : itt  being  his  great  concern,  and 
ther  being  a neccessity  to  have  itt  soon  setled. 

The  procutory  is  taken,  and  all  done  as  y°  did  advise.  So  y‘  ther  • 
will  not  neid  y*^  opinion  upon  the  other  case  w®**  I did  wright  to  y° 
to  send  to  me. 

All  that  y°  are  now  to  advise  is,  how  such  a disposition  can  be 
made  to  a person,  that  that  parson  may  enjoy  the  whole,  without 
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limitation,  and  have  a full  power  of  a disposition  att  any  time  before 
the  death  of  y‘  person,  either  by  settlements  of  convayence,  or  by 
gift  and  testament ; and  for  default  of  such  settlements,  then  shall 
the  just  heritor  express  his  maner  of  disposition  as  shall  seem  sut- 
able  to  his  own  likeing. 

In  shorter  words  : pray  send  y'  opinion,  and  such  a power  of 
convayence  as  may  be  good  in  law. 

A:  is  the  posesor. 

A:  gives  all  his  estate,  of  w‘  nature  so  ever  to  B:  to  be  as  fully 
injoyed,  and  to  dispose  as  freely  as  ever  A:  did  injoy  or  could  dis- 
pos  of  itt. 

But  in  case  B:  shall  com  to  dye,  and  not  make  any  disposition 
of  that  estate  so  left  and  given  by  A:  to  B: 

Then  shall  A:  declare,  limitt,  and  opoynt,  all  the  formentioned 
estait  to  such  persons  and  such  uses  as  A:  shall  nominat  in  the 
convayence. 

The  meaning  of  A:  being  such  as  may  secure  against  the  danger 
y*  may  fall  out  in  case  B:  shall  make  no  disposition  of  the  estate, 
that  so  A:  may  setle  his  estate  to  run  in  such  a chanell  as  may  suit 
with  A:s  owne  designe,  in  case  B:  shall  not  dispose  of  the  estate 
otherwayes. 

I beseech  y°  consider  and  consult  this  well,  and  send  me  a forme 
exactly  drawne  for  itt ; w**  y°  must  ingage  the  E:  of  Morray*  to 


1 Alexander,  Earl  of  Moray.  His  son,  Lord  Donne,  married  Lady  Catharine 
Talmash,  daughter  of  the  Duchess  of  Lauderdale. 
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seale  with  great  care,  under  his  owne  cover  and  seale.  And  he  sure 
to  burn  this,  and  to  give  me  notice  y°  have  done  so.  Adiew. 

NO  DIRECTION. 

Ham.  Mar.  19,  81. 

I have  y"  of  the  1 2 ; to  w'**  I shall  now  answer  so  much  only  as 
my  former  letters  have  not  said,  w'**  wer  so  full  of  revoking  the  late 
gift  of  the  myns,*  q"  I™®  sure  no  other  gift  will  be  obtayned.  I 
rec“*  the  inclosed  disposition  for  my  Lord  to  signe,  w®**  I thank  ye 
for,  and  it  is  my  opinion,  S(ir)  G(eorge)  Lo(ckhart)^  maks  this  ob- 
scurity to  disti'oy  the  gift,  for  such  a terme  of  years  has  never  bin 
granted,  nor  never  will ; and  for  letting  in  others,  had  Hopton® 
com  in,  others  would  have  pleaded  the  sam,  (as  they  have  already 
done,)  who  could  not  be  left  out,  and  then  the  gift  would  have  com 
indeed  to  nothing  ; and  I’me  sure,  we  who  are  concerned  may  joyne 
in  our  party,  any  w'ee  think  fitt  to  oblige,  as  I doe  intend  to  doe, 
for  ther  is  no  pleasing  of  som  men,  and  its  harme  to  endeavour  it. 
I still  wait  impatiently  for  the  other  paper  my  Lord  is  ready  to 
signe,  for  the  2500  yet  due  by  the  good  toune."*  I did  send  y°  the 

1 Among  the  acts  passed  in  the  Scottish  Parliament  1663,  is  a “ Ratification  in  fa- 
vours of  the  Earls  of  Crawford  and  Lauderdale,  the  Lord  Parbroth,  the  Lairds  of 
Hatton  and  Ardross,  and  of  their  gifts  of  mines  and  minerals.” 

* Afterwards  President  of  the  Court  of  Session ; murdered  by  Chiesly  of  Dairy,  1689. 

^ John  Hope  of  Hopetonn,  drowned  at  sea,  in  the  Gloucester  frigate,  1682.  In 

the  list  of  acts  passed  in  the  Scottish  Parliament  1661,  is  a “ Ratification  to  Sir  James 
Hope  of  his  right  to  the  mines.” 

* In  the  libellous  pamphlet,  entitled  “ The  Impeachment  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
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paper  back  w""’'  y°  did  first  send  to  me  to  that  end,  becaus  my  Lord 
did  not  like  the  narrative  of  it ; and  seing  ther  was  25001b.  already 
payde,  my  Lord  desirs  only  such  a paper  may  be  sent  as  shall  give 
to  you  the  right  to  remayning  sum  of  2500,  for  my  use.  But  in 
case  y°  are  not  pleased  to  have  y^  name  made  use  of,  in  y‘  case 
y°  may  send  it  blanke,  and  my  Lord  will  make  use  of  another  name. 
I beseech  y°  make  all  haste  to  send  it,  for  it  is  of  much  import  to 
me  it  be  done.  I am  highly  sensible  how  I am  used,  and  how  my 
friends  are  used.  Ther  is  at  present  no  remedy  but  patience.  I 
am  heartily  sory  for  the  loss  of  my  cossen,  the  Lady  Harcos.  I 
shall  write  so  much  to  hir  Lord  the  next  post  and  I goe  tomorow 
into  morning  for  hir,  as  is  my  duty  and  affection  to  doe. 

I am  very  well  pleased  with  my  two  sonns  in  law and  I fynd 
Lo:  Lome  on  of  the  most  hops  I ever  knew  of  his  years.  I wish 
E:  Argyle  would  sale  his  estate,  so  as  his  family  may  not  be  made 
a pi’ay  to  his  enemyes,  who  'are  too  many,  and  may  be  too  power- 
full,  iff  be  taks  not  good  and  speidy  heid.  Pray,  say  this  to  the 
President'*  and  to  Lo(rd)  Salline,^  who,  I hope,  will  prevaile  with  him. 


of  Lauderdale,”  it  is  stated,  that  the  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh  bestowed  about  six 
thousand  two  hundred  pounds  on  the  Duke  and  his  friends  ; and  that  “ the  Duchess 
did,  since  that  time,  threaten  the  Magistrates  in  great  wrath,  for  not  giving  her  a 
present,  notwithstanding  all  the  good  she  said  she  had  done  them.” 

* Sir  Roger  Hog,  a Lord  of  Session,  with  the  style  of  Harcarss. 

2 The  Lords  Lome  and  Doune  ; the  former,  afterwards  first  Duke  of  Ai^le  : the 
latter  died  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father. 

^ Sir  James  Dalrymple  of  Stair,  President  of  the  Court  of  Session. 

* Sir  Andrew  Birnie,  styled  Lord  Saline,  a Lord  of  Session. 
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All  the  cair  y‘  can  be  taken  will  be : E(arl)  Moray  is  now  gone  to 
Oxford,  with  whom  y°  will  have  sooner  a correspondence  than  we 
can  have  heer.  And  you  may  be  sure  hee  is  as  much  y'  friend  as  y' 
heart  can  desire,  and  so  is  hee  and  all  my  friends.  Pray  tell  Mr 
Charles  Moray,  I am  as  much  conserned  for  his  usage  as  is  posible, 
and  I hope  he  will  not  suffer.  I advise  y°  to  speake  to  y®  B**.  of 
Ed'':^  rightly  to  stait  him  with  the  Pre^®* ; and  as  for  the  collections, 
I can  say  no  more,  but  y‘  I shall  never  fail  my  friends,  tho  in  this 
age  I canot  ingage  for  the  suckcess.  I shall  be  glad  to  hear  w‘  end 
will  be  made  of  Luses^  words,  in  w®*'  I doubt  the  M : of  Montrose® 
hes  not  bin  so  just  to  me  as  I deserve  at  his  hand. 

Pray  let  me  know  how  Auchtertyre'*  has  left  his  estate,  and  how 
he  is  like  to  be  w"*  the  M:  of  Athole.®  I am  easier  to  him,  this 
yong  man  maried  to  y^  Ladys  syster :® — 

* John  Paterson,  Bishop  of  Edinburgh. 

* Sir  James  Colquhoun,  third  Baronet  of  Luss.  The  Duchess’s  letter  is  so  illegible, 
that  what  is  printed  words,  may  be  woods. 

* James,  third  Marquis  of  Montrose,  Captain  of  the  Guards,  and  President  of  the 
Council. 

* Sir  Patrick  Murray,  second  Baronet  of  Auchtertyre.  For  an  account  of  the  set- 
tlement of  his  property,  see  the  Appendix  to  Playfair’s  Baronetage,  p.  9.  Sir  Thomas 
Murray  of  Glendoick,  Lord  Clerk  Register,  was  a younger  son  of  Sir  Robert  Murray 
of  Woodend,  descended  from  the  family  of  Auchtertyre. 

* John,  first  Marquis  of  Athole. 

® Among  the  letters  before  mentioned,  which  were  sold  in  London,  was  one  from 
the  Duchess,  which  is  thus  described  : — “ Elizabeth,  Duchess  of  Lauderdale,  to  the 
Lord  Register  of  Scotland,  Aug.  8.  s.  a.  about  her  pecuniary  affairs ; wishes  him  to 
procure  if  he  can,  £500,  and  remit  it  to  her ; it  will  come  most  seasonable.  The  King 
holds  on  his  old  kind  way  to  her  Lord,  and  she  does  not  the  least  question  the  con- 
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FOR  HER  GRACE  THE  DUCHESSE  OF  LAUTHERDaLE, 

ATT  EDENBURGH. 

March  25">  86. 

Though  I have  nothing  to  say  worth  y®  truble  of  a letter,  yet  can 
I not  omitt  a post  wi’iting  to  y^  Grace,  to  assure  you  of  my  most 
faithfull  duty  and  service.  L'*  Melfort^  told  me  to  day  y‘  he  had  a 


tinuance  of  it.  All  the  party  are  dispersed,  but  not  broken,  though  they  would  make 
even  the  King  believe  so,  that  they  may  continue  their  cabals  to  injure  us  with  our 
friends.” — This  letter  was  purchased  for  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

The  three  following  letters  from  her  to  the  Earl  of  Linlithgow  and  his  son,  are  now 
for  the  first  time  piinted. 

Ham.  June  y‘  24  (jprobably  1678.) 

My  Lord, 

Yesterday  we  were  so  bappie  as  to  see  my  Lord,  your  sonn,  at  Windsor,  wher  he 
was  well  received  by  the  King  and  the  Queen,  and  most  welcom  to  my  Lord  and 
mee.  He  brought  me  y’’  Lopps.  obliging  letter,  which  I received  most  thankfully, 
and  shall  study  not  to  abuse  of  the  goodness  you  show  to  me,  in  reposing  so  much 
trust  in  me  as  to  give  me  the  cai’e  of  my  Lord,  your  sonn.  My  Lord  did  advise  with 
the  French  Ambassador  concerning  the  best  way  for  my  Lord  Levistons  advantage, 
and  itt  is  both  my  Lords  oppinion  as  well  as  the  Embassadors,  that  your  sonn  doe 
remayne  with  us  untill  neir  the  authome,  and  that  then  he  should  goe  to  Paris ; in  the 
mean  time  hee  may  study  the  French  language  here.  And  I assure  your  Lopp.  both 
in  my  Lords  naim,  as  well  as  my  own,  that  he  shall  be  with  us  as  our  owne  child.  He 
will  by  that  means  both  be  knowne,  and  also  know  our  court,  and  that  will  the  better 
inable  him,  when  hee  does  goe  abroad,  to  apply  his  mjaid  to  thos  things  which  may 
be  most  for  his  improvement ; wheras  iff  hee  should  goe  to  France  att  this  time,  when 
the  court  and  the  whole  nobility  of  France  are  in  the  field,  it  would  either  bring  him 
into  a habitt  of  the  worst  company,  or  tempt  him  to  goe  into  action,  which  he  canot  be 


^ John,  first  Earl  of  Melfort,  brother  of  James,  Earl  of  Perth,  Chancellor  of  Scot- 
land. 
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letter  from  his  brother,  dated  this  day  sevenight,  wherein  he  said 

he  was  y®  next  day  to  have  a communing  with  your  Grace,  and 

fitt  for  till  he  knowes  the  languige,  and  that  hee  lies  had  some  experience  of  the  world, 
more  then  his  years  will  yett  admitt  him  to  have,  or  his  modesty  lett  him  pretend  to. 

D(uke)  Hani(ilton)  tooke  leave  of  their  Majestys  yesterday,  and  also  of  the  Duke. 
He  hes  had  no  reason  to  boast  of  his  usage.  Hee  maks  many  complaints  to  all  sorts  of 
people,  and  by  divers  hee  is  the  better  lyked,  by  reason  that  from  him,  and  that  party, 
they  are  made  believe,  that  they  are  ready  to  bring  Scotland  under  the  subjection  of 
England.  The  truth  is,  their  cariage  is  most  detestable  to  all  honest  and  sober  men, 
but  the  longing  desire  of  such  a conquest  as  would  be  the  cantonising  of  Scotland 
maks  them  respected  by  only  thos,  who  will  be  the  most  ready  to  sacrifice  them  so 
soon  as  they  shall  have  no  more  use  of  them.  Iff  y“  did  but  hear  how  unworthyly 
tliey  doe  lay  oppen  the  poverty  of  their  owne  nation,  what  contemptable  caracters 
they  give  of  all  the  persons  of  quality  who  are  not  of  their  party,  both  as  to  their 
several  interests,  and  as  to  their  abillitys,  y°  would  admire  att  their  impudence  above 
all  things ; and  yett  that  is  not  so  dangerous  as  the  confident  reports  they  cause  to 
spread,  both  by  themselves,  and  all  their  emisaryes,  of  a rebellion,  and  the  impossibil- 
lity  of  hindring  of  itt  by  reason  of  the  tirany  all  Scotland  does  lye  under.  Y'  Lopp. 
will  conclude,  that  as  it  is  the  concern  of  all  men,  so  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  thos  upon  whom  y®  King  hes  now  cast  the  weighty  management  of  his  affaires,  not 
to  lett  itt  fall  in  their  hands,  nor  leave  any  honest  cours  untryed  that  may  defeate  the 
comon  enimy,  and  secure  to  his  Majesty  that  peace  which  this  unworthy  party  have, 
and  doe  so  much  endeavour  to  obstructe.  Itt  is  very  late,  and  I am  weary. 

So  farwell. 

FOR  THE  RIGHT  HON®^®  THE  EARL  OF  LINLITHGOW,  AT  EDINBROUGH. 

Whitehall,  Jan.  21. 

Mv  Lord, 

As  y°  were  pleasd  to  desire  me  to  offer  my  advice  to  my  Lord  y'  sonn,  so  I have 
been  cerfull  to  ask  the  oppinion  of  thos  whom  I thoat  the  best  able  to  take  right  mea- 
surs  from.  I found  my  owne  Lords  advice  so  agreeing  with  theirs,  that  I did  presum 
to  fix  my  Lord  Levistons  resolutions  the  same  way.  So  he  is  gone  diiectly  to  Paris, 
wher  he  will  only  stay  some  few  days,  and  ther  resolve  upon  the  place  of  his  residence 
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adversary/  and  intended  to  propose  his  giving  you  24001b.  so 
that  I long  for  tomorrows  letters  to  heare  what  was  done ; being 
impatient,  as  all  y""  other  friends  are,  to  have  some  end  put  to  it, 

for  all  tills  winter,  during  which  time  he  will  leame  the  French  language,  and  such  exer- 
cises as  are  requisite  for  his  accomplishment ; that  towards  midsomer  he  may  make  his 
tra veils  in  France,  and  return  about  this  time  twelvemonth  home.  Your  Lopp.  hes 
had  such  experience  of  his  merite,  I need  not  trouble  you  with  the  particuler  instan- 
cyes  of  itt ; this  I doe  assure  y'^  Lopp.  that  his  cariage,  all  the  time  of  his  being  here, 
was  in  all  respects  even  as  y^  Lopp.  could  have  desird,  so  that  ther  wanted  nothing 
to  compleat  the  satisfaction  pf  you  both,  but  y'  being  together.  This  Christmas  has 
bin  a time  so  much  taken  up,  upon  the  account  of  old  customs  in  hospitallity,  that  I 
have  not  had  leasure  to  write  to  my  friends.  I hope  y'  Lopp.  will  pardon  my  ned- 
glects  of  this  nature  sumtimes,  since  I hope  y°  shall  never  find  me  guilty  of  failling  in 
any  essential  matter  wherein  y°  are  concerned,  or  where  I can  serve  y°. 

My  Lord,  I am 

Lopp*  humble 

and  faithfull  servant, 

E.  Lauderdale. 

FOR  THE  RIGHT  HON®’^®  THE  LORD  LEVISTON,  ATT  EDINB®. 

Ham.  Sep’’.  13.  80. 

I have  little  to  say  by  this  post,  and  yet  I must  writ  to  y°  to  tell  y°  to  morrow  wee 
goe  to  the  Baths.  The  E.  of  Morray  and  Halton  doe  goe  with  us.  We  shall  not  re- 
turn till  the  first  weeke  in  Oct',  during  all  which  time  I shall  not  be  able  to  write,  nor 
doe  I think  we  shall  find  a subject  to  write  upon.  Lundin  goes  to  Newmarket,  ther 
to  stay  till  we  return. 

The  King  hes  made  Lord  Lome  a privie  counselar,  which  att  present  is  all  that 
can  be  done.  No  occasion  shall  be  wanting,  when  my  Lo.  returns,  in  y'  other  affair. 
Y°  know  our  way  att  this  time  att  court.  I hope  y°  will  receive  full  satisfaction  as  to 
G.  and  that  y°  will  all  live  united  together.  Adew. 

^ Probably  her  husband’s  brother,  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  wnth  whom  the  Duchess 
had  numerous  quarrels  and  law-suits. — See  Fountainhall's  Decisions. 
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(though  possibly  an  ill  one  for  y'  Grace,)  were  there  right  and  jus- 
tice to  be  had,  that  we  might  only  have  you  here  again.  I have 
played  truwant  to  day,  and  have  not  seene  Lady  Lorn.^  I called 
just  now  att  her  house,  and  1 could  not  make  any  body  heare,  and 
believe  they  were  all  a bed,  so  y‘  that  they  keepe  better  hours  then 
you  used  to  doe  heretofore,  though  of  late  I confesse  you  are  mend- 
ed, as  I hope  we  shall  all  doe  in  Gods  good  time.  Adew. 

(Endorsed  by  the  Duchess, 

Mar.  25,  1686.) 

* The  Duchess’s  daughter,  afterwards  Duchess  of  Argyle.  The  following  letter, 
of  which  the  original  has  been  injured  by  mice,  was  addressed  by  her  to  “ Comiser 
Campbell,  at  Edinburgh  — 

Andrew can  tell  you  that  my  son  writ  what  I sent  you  word  of ; and,  for  my 

part,  advise  what  you  will,  I will  stand  to  my  rights,  and  act  a fair  and  honest  part. 
Plain  dealing  is,  and  ever  was,  my  part. 

I find  you  suspending  Mrs  Montgomeries ; if  you  doe  my  son  serves  in  this,  it  will 
be  seen  in  the  end.  For  1 will  own  and  stand  by  all  those  that  thes  ten  years  has 
— ^ — therefor  1 entreat  you  dont  put  my  son  and  I on  a separate  interest,  for  I de- 
sign no  such  thing,  but,  if  I be  alowed,  to  serve  my  son  with  all  I have  ; but  I will 
not  be  abused. 

Mr  Charli's  first ; next  Mr  A.  Cuming ; then  folows  Mr  John  ; and  if  Mr  Charles 

brings  up  but  the  rear,  my  son  will  need  none  of  my  assistance.  He however, 

1 hope such,  to  manadg  my  own. 

Pray,  Ronald,  consider  this,  and  prevent  any  mistakes.  Lochnell  will  have  mine ; 
then  Mrs  Montgomerie  to  deal  with  shortly.  I would  rather  meat  friendly  then  be 
heard,  but  Mrs  Montgomerie  must  be  the  first  step.  I am,  sir,  your  ass’’’*  friend, 

E.  Argyll. 


— ofDe.  1703. 
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For  the  Title,  page  1,  and  Running  Titles,  read ; “ Letters  from  Lady  Margaret 
Burnet,  to  John,  Duke  of  Lauderdale.”  These  errors  were  discovered  too 
late  to  be  conveniently  amended.  P.  18.  end  of  note,  add,  “ Sir  Daniel  Carmicball 
put  in  Edinburgh  Castle,  for  accession  in  fmnishing  the  rebells  at  Bothwell  Bridge, 
28  January  1685.” — FouiUainludVs  Chronological  Notes,  p.  121.  p.  29. 1.  17.  “ Mas- 
ter Sharpe,”  William,  afterwards  Su-  William  Sharp  of  Stonybrll,  brother  to  the 
Archbishop  of  St  Andrews. 
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